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HER GRACE 


DUCHESS or ' MARLBOROUGH. | 
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F H E RE are Go 1 
eſpecially of Romances and Novels, | 
who have not deviated i in ſome Meaſure 
j from the Rules of Grammar or Nature. "6 
* he Style | is generally too pompous or 


EP 


iv DEDICATION. 


too common : but the Writer of theſe 0 
Sheets flatters herſelf that the Reader 


will find nothing to ſurpaſs probabili- | 


ty; and that Simplicity, more than 
Bombaſt, has been the Auhor' 5 Guide. 


With this Conſiderations! he begs BN 


Leave to offer it to the Public, aſſured ” 
of their candid. Liberality ; and. to L 
dedicate It to your Grace, as the only 
Perſon worthy. the Þ Notice of a Writer | 
of theſe Kind of Romances—for it is 
| well known that your Grace has pa- 
5 tronized many Works of Literature; 


and if the following Narrative is 5 


found vorthy your eſpouſal, the 
Writer 


BEDICATION. 


* 


Writer is amply rewarded for her 
Pains, if not—greater the Honor that 
is conferred upon the Auhor. LEES 


'S many of theſe Works have been 
already produced by the Pens of 
Ladies, that the Majority of Critics 
de. m them unworthy their Peruſal: 
but if Ladies ſupply the Stage, why 
not the Library? and a good Novel 
in my opinion anſwers the ſame pur- 


[ poſe as a good TOMS. 


Should my Pen ever aim at any 
Thing higher than a Novel, there Is 25 


no perſon [ would ſooner inſcribe it to 


” than his Grace your Huſband ; being a, J 


| 0 


= DEDICATION, 


by all the World allowed to be a Man 
of Senſe and Generoſity: T pray then, 
Madam, accept this as | jour Right, 
and what I next produce I will deem 


bis, to aſſure both your Graces that I 


am : . a 1 2 
1 4 . 5 3 3 n 
> 4 7 F 4 : 
3 + 
9 a 


Your moſt epd 


And obedient Servant, N 
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Cc HA P TE R 3 


Sm 5 Jahn Maynard and Mr. Mennill had 
for ſorae months met at the ſame tavern, 
had ſociably drank their bottle of port to- 

gether, talk'd over the news of the day, Hes 
and found to their mutual ſatisfaction that 
theis ſentiments on molt ſubje&s were 

pretty nearly the ſame. Of courſe a friend- 
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ſhip had inſenſibly commenced between 
them, and if at any time either of them 
failed coming to their uſual rendezvous, 
the other found a blank which none of the 
reſt of the company could ſo well fill up to 
his mind. Yet with all this intimacy and 
cordiality they had never met any where 
elſe, nor were they in the leaſt acquainted 
with each other's family or connections: 
both great politicians, and no leſs fond of 
their bottle, domeſtic matters had never oc- 


curred to them. One evening however 


Mr. Mennill, after expreſſing the ſatisfaction 
he had ſo long received from Sir John's ac- 
quaintance, faid “ pray, my good friend, 
have you a ſon? if you have, and he is as 
pleaſant a companion as I have found you 
to be, what ſay you to making a match be- 
tween him and my daughter? I can give 
her thirty thouſand pounds, and will do it 

if ſhe marries a young fellow after my own 

| heart, if not, not a fix-pence. She is a 

fine girl, and I believe, as the world goes, 

2 2 good ohe,”.. 
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Sir John ſmiled at this blunt propoſal : 
but knowing his friend was by no means a 
man of ceremony, replied he had two, and 
either of them was perfectly at the young 
| lady's ſervice; he wiſhed for nothing more 
anxiouſly than to ſee them well ſettled, that 
he might have no farther care. 


„ Two,“ replied Mr. Mennill, © is ex- 
actly one too many; ſince your eſtate and 
title muſt of courſe go to the eldeſt, and it 
does not follow that he is the moſt deſerving; 


at leaſt I have obſerved the younger are ge- 


nerally the fineſt fellows ; yet with my girl's 
fortune that will never do. However there 
is no rule without exception; your eldeſt 
may have the advantage in every reſpe&, 
and I know not at this moment a man 
whoſe alliance would pleaſe me better than 
your own. My wife has been dead ſome 
| years. My daughter, I take it for granted, 
begins to think 'tis high time ſhe ſhould. 
figure in a houſe of her own; mine, to ſay 
truth, is not calculated to afford her all the 
1 85 ſatisfaction the might expect. There are 
„ a ſome 
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ſome eircumſtances rather aukw-ard attend- 


Ing it; yet a man cannot give up every ſa- 
tisfaction merely to pleaſe his children. 


The truth is, Sir John, I have a ſort of 


tenderneſs for a certain perſon in my fa- 
mily, who, tho” ſhe ſuits me very well, 1 
do not think quite ſo eligible a companion 
for my girl; our connection was formed be- 


fore Belinda left ſchool. You are the only 
perſon I have let into this ſecret. Theſe 
things will happen, you know, Sir John ; 
J have had one wife, ſo ought every good 
ſubject; but I found one enough. Vet 
you underſtand me now this matter con- 


ſidered, as my daughter muſt marry one 


day or other I ſuppoſe, why the ſooner the 
better —not that I will throw her away nei— 
ther- know by experience the value of 


money; *tis the ſummum bonum of this 


- world; with it a man may command all 


that's worth enjoying in it, without it no- : 
_ thing, This is my maxim, nor ſhall I be 


_ eaſily perſuaded to adopt any other, and, 
if I do not very much miſtake your charac- 
ter, Sir John, act are of the ſame opinion. 


1 9 | Were 7 8 Love | ; 
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Love is a mighty pretty thing for girls in 
their teens to talk about ; but a few years 
experience never fails to convince them 'tis 
of no other uſe,”” 


„ You are perfectly right,” replied Sir 
John; © and talk like a man who knows 
the world ; but young folks are not caſily 
made converts to this doctrine,” “ 


c True,” ſaid Mr. Mennill ; © but when 
a father knows he is right, I preſume he is 
at liberty to make converts of his children 
by whatever means he finds moſt likely to 

ſucceed. Now a coach and fix, or beg- 
gary, is the kind of alternative few girls in 

theſe days 1 fancy would be longs at a loſs to 

. decide * of She i508 


1h Why no as you ſay,” fp Sir | 


John, 6 the difference is pretty ſtriking L RE 
confeſs; but you forget that a fine girl may TY 


chance to chuſe for herſelf an agreeable. f 
medium. She may mect with a man who 
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will take her without ſixpence what then 
comes of your threatened beggary ?” 


"wh Oh, moſt welcome, I defire no bet- 
ter,” cried his friend; * all I fay is, that 


my fortune ſhall never be beſtowed upon 


any man who does not bring an equiva- 
| lent; and now let me aſk you, Sir John, 
where your two ſons are, as I am impatient | 
to have this buſineſs happily ſettled,” ?“ 
„ J moſt cordially join in your wiſhes,” 
anſwered his friend,“ and have the plea- 
| ſure to tell you, my eldeſt boy is, unleſs a 
father's partiality blinds me, not only the 
| handſomeſt, but as ſpirited a young fellow 
as any in the three kingdoms. No two 
beings were ever greater contraſts to each 
other than him and his brother; they are 
the produce of different Sonden for I, 
- tho* my ideas of matrimony are pretty much 
like your own, was by ſome means or other 
drawn into the ſnare twice; thefirſt I married 
from prudential motives, as in fact every 
wiſe man ought to do; but 1 was fool 
7 enough 
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enough to be caught by a pair of bright 
eyes the ſecond time; that is to ſay I mar- 
ried for love. Yet in point of happineſs, 
upon the whole a feather would have turned 
the ſcale after thoſe bewitching eyes were 
grown familiar to mine, Be that as it will, 
my firſt certainly knew beſt what ſort of 
heir I wiſhed ſhould enjoy my eſtate; and 


I . 


on that account, if not on ſeveral others, 
deſerved. the preference; for my beauty + 


Ry produced me a mere bookworm ; his whole 


delight is in ſtudy, nor do I valiers the 
fineſt eyes that ever ſparkled would have 
power to draw his from the contemplation: 
of the ſtars. Yet if you ſhould chance to 
like his character the beſt, in point of for- 
tune they are nearly on a par, for an uncle. : 
of. Edmond's, who has the civility to inſiſt 
upon it that Charles, my eldeſt, is neither 
more nor leſs than a compleat coxcomb, 
has ſet his brother down as his heir. Like 
to like, you know, Mr. Mennill, as the 
proverb ſays; for he too you may gueſs by 
what I have ſaid, is a profound ſcholar, - 
which between. ourſelves | logs upon to be 
pr 
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a profound farce : what have we, who are 
born to inherit good eſtates, ta do with 
Greek and Latin; if a fellow wants bread, 
and can contrive to get it by that means, 
well and good; but does a man make a 
more brilliant figure in ſociety becauſe his 
head is filled with languages no mortal ei- 
ther ſpeaks or cares whether he can ſpeak 
or not. The very reverſe while learning 
theſe, the more eſſential accompliſhments 
are neglected, nay deſpiſed, and he comes 
from eee a mere ee Now my ſon 5 
Charles— W 


$6 „Oh! fay no more, cried his fGiznds 
K. Charles is the man. I would as foon 
marry my girl to a country ſchool-maſter 
as throw her away upon a fellow, who tho“ 
| he were rich as an emperor, would be more 
anxious to aſcertain the colour of Cleo- 
patra's eyes, than thoſe of his wife, I de- 
teſt your antients as they call them; com- 
mend me to thoſe who do as others do. 1 
know no faults in the moderns, for my part 

they "or talk of the laſt age | as they pleaſe, 

but 
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but I never defire to foe a better than the 
preſent.” 


This important point ſettled, as the two 
friends believed, ſo much to their ſatis- 
faction, (for they had not an idea that any 
obſtacles could poſſibly ariſe to prevent the 


8 accompliſhment of their plan) they parted 


in high good-humour, having firſt agreed 
to meet again the next evening to talk the 
matter over once more, and to appoint a 
day for introducing the parties concerned 
to each other in due form. This, and con- 
ducq ting them to St. George's church, they 
very wiſely concluded was all they had now 
to do. As to any degree of reluctance on 
the part of Miſs Mennill or the gay Charles, 


it never once entered their head, and if it 


had 'tis to be preſumed ſuch were the old 
| nentlewens notions of love, and parental 
authority, they could be at no loſs for 
means to conquer it. The fact is, they 
had not the moſt diſtant idea that a fine 
girl with ſo large a fortune could have any 
piectians to a Ane young fellow with a 2 8 
Wn 5 1 tune 
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tune equal to her own; and on a ſuper- 

ficial view of the matter their way of think- 
Ing appears to be exceedingly natural ; yet 

I fear ſome objections will occur in the 

courſe of the negociation, which, however 

unexpected by the two friends, may chance 
to retard, if not wholly diſconcert their 
meaſures. 


Mils Mennill had at this period juſt en- 
tered her nineteenth year. She loſt the beſt 
of mothers at an age too young to be ſen- 

 fible of her misfortune, and ſuch it was | 
beyond expreflion great to her, as her fa- 
ther, tho* by the world eſteemed a cheerful 
good kind of man, was of all others leaſt 
qualified to ſuperintend the education of a 
daughter. He had been, and till was, a 
free liver, a free thinker is now fo faſhion- 
able a character, that I fear, were I to add 
he was that alſo, it would, by too many of 
my readers be included in the liſt of his 
good qualities. Some, however, there may 
be, who before they venture to decide the 
e may wiſh to have an eaſy and clear 
* 5 5 debe 
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definition of the appellation, and to ſuch 1 
anſwer tis a being who never thinks at all, 


but who, with a confident ſelf ſufficient air 


= pronounces all religion a bore, a phraſe _ 
= which has had its day, but is, I am told, 
on the point of being diſcarded. What, 
other will be adopted by the beau monde to 
ſupply. its place, is a ſecret I am not yet ac- 
quainted with; but no doubt they will be 
fortunate enough to find one 2 2 


| Prefſive.. | 


She had left ſchool about three years, 
and from that time had reſided chiefly with 
| Lady Sedley, a relation of her mother's; | 
Who, having no children of her own, had 
taken particular pleaſure in compleating 
thoſe accompliſhments ſhe had already ac- 
quired by the moſt celebrated maſters. 
Nature had formed her in the higheſt 
degree lovely—to deſcribe beauty, can 
anſwer no purpoſe, ſince 'tis fifty to one if 
after the moſt accurate deſcription 1 can 
give, the reader will form a juſt idea; let 
er perſon then, who may chance to in- 
tereſt. 
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tereſt themſelves in Miſs Mennill's hiſtory, 
ſuppoſe her that ſtile of. beauty they molt 
admire; let me, however, add, ſhe had 40 
with r and perſon indiſputably lovely, 
the moſt engaging manners, the moſt ten- 
der, generous heart that ever animated ſo 
fair a form, a great ſhare of unaffected vi- 
vacity, and ſo ſine an underſtanding, that 
to know and not admire her, was a thing 
impoſſible. Such was the daughter of Mr, 
| Mennill : he was truly ſenſible of her worth, 5 
and not a little vain of being the father of 
one ſo highly accompliſhed; yet, partial 
as he was to her, the circumſtance already 
mentioned, made him anxious to have her 
properly diſpoſed of, that is to ſay, married 
to a man of rank and fortune. Theſe were 
the only qualifications he thought eſſential 
to happineſs; and in this he certainly is not 
ſingular, tho' perhaps a little deceived; at 
leaſt there was a time when other requiſites 
were deemed neceſſary; but we have found 
tbe art of being happy on leſs rigid terms. 
Lady Sedley was at this time, tho' not in. 
Ker Premier Jeuneſſe, being near thirty, a 
| cha 
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3 charming woman, yet her beauty was her 


WT leaſt perfection. She gave her unreluQant 

hand to Sir James, who ſhe looked upon as 
the moſt amiable of men when too young 
perhaps to be a competent judge of merit ; 
one unfortunate defect at leaſt in his cha- 


 racter ſhe was an utter ſtranger to—a de- 


fect, for which J am inclined to think there 
is no perfect remedy; he had a tincture of 
jealouſy in his diſpoſition, which, in ſpite 
of a conduct wholly irreproachable, had 
occaſioned much diſtreſs to his lovely wife: 

ſhe was, however, ſenſible that mortals had 
| no title to expect felicity in this world, 

that a ſomething there ever muſt be to pre- 
vent it, and this ſhe looked upon as the 
bar to hers. Conſcious of the rectitude of 
ber own heart, ſhe was reſigned to her fate, 
and took every poſſible means to give as 
little cauſe for it as woman could do. Sir 
James adored her; ; had he beheld her with 
more indifference tis probable. the would 
have ſuffered leſs from that ſuſpicious, that | 
tormenting e | 
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5 The family were, at the time this treaty 
took place between the two friends, at Sir 
James's ſeat, near Windſor. Miſs Mennill 
had paſſed ſome weeks with them, and 


pleaſed herſelf with the hopes of ſpending 
the whole ſummer with her eſtimable friend. 
In the mean time, Sir John and Mr. Men- 


nill had, as agreed upon at their laſt meet- 


ing, ſpent another evening together at the 
tavern, had drank a bottle or two extraor- 
dinary while arranging their plan, and be- 


fore they parted had e ſettled the whole 
buſineſs. 


: Before we proceed, it may not be amiſs 
to ſay a word or two concerning Charles 
Maynard, for whom his father is thus 
kindly providing ſo lovely a companion. 
Perhaps my readers may have already form- 
ed an idea of his character from what has 
been faid in a former page, and probably a 
very juſt one; however leſt they ſhould. 
have failed in any particular trait, I wilt 
juſt add he was, in every ſenſe of the ex- 


preſſion, a modern fine gentleman, a mem- 


hw 


ITS 
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A ber of all the fafhionable clubs, figured 
3 occaſionally at Newmarket, 1 at the 
i opera, laughed, chatted, and ogle every 
fine woman he met with, and was of courſe 
Ja prodigious favourite in every gay circle. 
had almoſt forgot to ſay he was handſome, 
and I ſhould have been to blame, ſince, 
1 however comprehenſive the phraſe a mo- 
dern fine gentleman may be, it certainly 
does not neceſſarily include that deſirable 
perfection; but, with that addition, who 
will preſume to diſpute his being an irre- 
ſiſtible creature, or be ſurpriſed that his 
father, who in his youth had been formed 

on the ſame plan himſelf, ſhould have pro- 
nounced him the fineſt young fellow in the 
kingdom? Nothing could be more juſt 
than his telling Mr. Mennill the two bro- 
thers were in vey reſpect the very reverſe 
of each other, *twas not in nature to form 
ga greater contraſt, Charles, ſtrictly ſpeak- 
1 ing, was endowed with no one good qua- 
W lity, unleſs a handſome perſon and liber- 
tine principles can be looked upon as ſuch, 
yet he was nimmt admired, and eſj- 
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perfect ſtile of 


ſmiles were 
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tee med a lively, pleaſant companion; but 


handſome as the world allowed him to be, 


it was generally confeſſed that Edmond 


Was infinitely more ſo: his perſon was un- 
commonly fine, and his face in the moſt | 
manly beauty. His 


irreſiſtibly engaging, his 
manner ealy and unaffected. Sir John, 


who had ſcarcely ever looked into a book 
ſince he left college had ſet him down as a 
mere pedant, or book-worm as he called it, 
He had 
read all the beſt authors, not only in his 


becauſe ſtudy was his paſſion. 


own language, but in moſt others; and 
not merely read them, he had to the ut- 


moſt improved by them both his heart and 
head; but as I truſt his character will un- 


fold itſelf more in the courle of theſe me- 


moirs than I can do by my pen, I will add 
no more, except what I have indeed al- 
ready ſaid, that he was by no means Sir 
| | John s favourite. 


in his eyes, 


Charles was every thing 
and no great wonder ſince he 
Was exactly what he had been himſelf | 
when of his age, and what he deeply re- 
 gretted it was no longer in his power to be.. 
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Having, as I ſaid above, ſettled all mat- 
"il ters with Mr. Mennill highly to their mu- 
W tual ſatisfaction, the latter, in conſequence 
of their plan, wrote the following letter to 
ba 1 | his daughter. 
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CHAPTER 1 


TO MISS MENNILL, 


DEAR BELINDA, 


= AM forry to ſhorten 2 viſit from which 
vou promiſed yourſelf ſo much pleaſure. 


My motives when known will 1 truſt re- 


concile you to the diſappointment. I will 
ſend the carriage for you on Tueſday 
morning: if you can prevail upon Sir 
James and Lady Sedley to accompany you 


to town, they cannot doubt my being happy 
to ſee them. 5 


Your affectionate father, 
E DwARD MENNIL E. 


„ ©* Heavens” 
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1 | « Heavens!“ cried Miſs Mennill, hav- 
43 Ing read the above as ſhe and her friend 
ere chatting together in her dreſſing room, 
what can this unexpected ſummons 

mean: ſurely my father is not ill? no; his 

9 motives are it ſeems to reconcile me to the 
Wcoriication ; nay the latter is wrote by 
Les ill therefore he cannot 
be.“ 5 e 


„Why thus flurried, my dear girl, faid 
Lady Sedley; I ſee nothing extraordinary 
in his wiſhing to have your company how- 
ever I may regret the loſs of it; your lively 
imagination is apt now and then to outrun 
W your judgment.“ 0. - 


= © Thank you for your compliment,” 
& cried Miſs Mennill, ſmiling, © pray now 

let me have your ladyſhip's ſentiments on 
this perplexing event, for I confeſs it puz- 
ales me, ſince I cannot even gueſs what 
1 the buſineſs can be : 1 


„ Suppoſe,” 


RH Ay WOE OR "FF OOTY * 
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„ Suppoſe,” replied Lady Sedley, a 
lover ſhould be in the caſe ? would not Mr. 
Mennill be perfectly right in faying his mo- 

tives would recondile you to the diſappoint- 
„ ment! * 


e That depends upon circumſtances,” 
anſwered Belinda; “ and I ſhrewdly ſuſ- 
pect. if he really has a project of that ridi- 

culous nature in his head, we may chance 
to differ in opinion on the ſubjea. To his 
ſentiments on matrimony. [ am no ſtranger, 
what are mine he has never yet deigned to 
aſk, taking it for granted a daughter has 
only to obey, to give her hand when order- 
ed to do ſo, to make her beſt curtſey, and 
be thankful. Now I on the contrary—but 
how ridiculous! no, no, believe me he is 
not very provident, nor ſo great an advo- 
_ cate for that holy ſtate as to give himſelf 
any trouble about fettering me. Come, my 
dear creature, let us ſay no more about it, 
for go I muſt; fo let us have one more de- 
lightful ramble before 1 am driven out of 
Bus paradiſe ; j put on your hat, and let 
us 
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us ſet out; Sir James will perhaps accom- 
pany us. Apropos, in my flurry I have 
civilly forgot to intreat you will if poſſible 
comply with my father's requeſt; do for 
pity's ſake go with me, and then I ſhall 
not care Wee what are his motives.” 


cc That, my dear, you are ſenfible#s/ © out 
of my power; or have you forgot that we 

expect Mr. and Mrs. Cardigan to ſpend a 
weck with us, and that they are to be here 
this Kg 8 


« Ah! how horridly oth cried 

Miſs Mennill ; © but for theſe formal ſouls. 
| you would probably have indulged me. 
Awhole week? why, my dear, creature you 


will die of 300 a before that period is 
half over.“ 


1 Think a returned her friend, 
whether I have not cauſe to regret your 
abſence, whoſe charming vivacity would 


effectually have beef ſo fatal a cataſ- ; i 
; ri gt 8 
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Sir james now joined them, and aſked 


if they were inclined to walk, as the morn- 
ing was ſo fine. 


105 Oh,” cried Belinda, 1 for my part 


am perfectly inclined to do any thing in the 


world except the very thing I am ordered 


to do,” 


* 


1 Had 1 raken the liberty to hy as civil 


A thing of you,” replied Sir James, laugh- 
ing, © I thould have got into a pretty ſcrape. 
Pray may I aſk what this order may be that 
has extorted ſo honeſt a confeſſion 2??? _ 


« Saucy as uſual,” cried Belinda; 


« there read that eloquent billet-doux, 
and then tell me if 1 have not cauſe for my 
ill humour,” ; 


„ We have infinitely more cauſe,” 


plied Sir James, l you mean to com- © 


L 


OF comply I muſt, that's too clear a 


caſe; my good father, though a pretty 
FH Sees 
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good one, all things. conſidered, is not a 
man to be jeſted with. He has a will of 


his own, ſo have I: but the misfortune is 


he has an idea that mine is on no occaſion 
to take the lead. Think of his dragging 
me to town at this ſweet ſeaſon, after pro- 


miſing you ſhould be honored with my 
company till you was heartily ſick of it 


that I think was his flatte ing expreſſion, 
was it not, Lady Sedley ? F 


« Something like it,” replied her friend, 
though not quite fo expreſſive. Suppoſe 
I were to write a line, continued her lady- 


ſhip, * and let him know we at preſent feel 
no alarming een . 


« Ah, you might as well addreſs your 


Epiſtle to the man of the moon. His de- 
crees are as fixed as thoſe of the Medes and 
Perſians. If I durſt, I would fay the old 
gentleman, when he is pleaſed to take a 
thing in his head, be it right or be it wrong, 
and the latter will now and then happen in 
ſpite of his > fatherly wiſdom, he is as obſti- 
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nate as a certain four legged animal with 
long ears. But asa dutiful daughter I would 
not hint at a thing of this nature for the 
world; gol poſitively muſt, fo let me take 


one ſweet ramble before I bid you adieu.“ 


Next morning, Mr. Mennill's carriage 


Was at the door before they had finiſh ed 
their breakfaſt. Belinda took a reluctant 


leave of her agreeable friends, promiſing 


if poſſible to return in a few days, and was 
ſooner than ſhe wiſhed for ſet down at her 


father' 8 in Portland Place. 


ce Well, my dear Belinda,” ſaid he, 


ſmiling, as ſhe entered, © I hope you are 
not very much diſpleaſed at my ſending for 
; you from, your friend.“ | 


* Not vor nth urs dear Sir,” replied 


ſhe. 5 5 
« | : b ; 1 
mung b : c 


ee oY you confeſs then you are a a linfle 


PR, "i 
I res « Yes, 


awe 


85 
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ce Ves, a little I own, the country is at 


this time ſo 4 but your 2 


are ever a law to me.“ 


T i That's a good girl,“ ſaid her father, 


& and if you continue to ſee them in that 
proper light, I promiſe to make you one : of | 
the es girls f in TONS” Ng 


WY Upon my word, Sir,“ cried Belinda, 


e that will be a noble reward indeed for 


doing my duty; but to ſay truth T think 


myſelf nearly ſo e 


% Have you no curioſity,” aſked Mr. 
Mennill, “to know wo: I have . for To : 


home: ** 


; , Y 
+ : 
# 
4 


&« Oh! a va deal ” replied ſhe, © but 


miſſes RUE confeſs 1 ve" any, Jeu 


6 elf, ſince you are more 9850 than 


other young ladies,” replied: he, ſmiling, 


QC i 
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< I will gratify it: I am to have a few 
friends to dine with me to-morrow, and 
wanted you to do the honoutt of the table.” 


< Nay now, my dear Sir, you are cer- 
tainly joking; ; how many good dinners 
have you given without my company; how 
could you be ſo cruel to ſend for me mere- 
ds to carve a chicken! „„ 


| « Oh, but you may perhaps while: 4 
ing that, do ſomething elle of more r 


tance.“ 


* Oh af can manage to do one thing at 


i à time as it ſhould be,” cried Miſs Mennill, 


laughing, «© ?tts all you can reaſonably ex- 
pect from ſo giddy a head as mine is.“ 


„Well, well, put on all your ſmiles and 
graces, and we ſhall ſee,” 


« Oh, 5 Lirllied Belinda, W that comes 
- of courſe if there arc any beaux in the 
gore „ queſtion 


bd Sod a>: oh. 
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queſtion, if your party are all females, tis 
another affair, they may chance to like me 
as well, if not better, without them.“ 


<£ Apropos,” ſaid Mr. Mennill, © ſup- 
poſe you ſend a card to your friend, Miſs 
vr Bamfield, and any other you think proper 3 
for, to tell you the truth, the friends I have 
invited are all of the other ſex, and you 
may find it more agreeable to add one or 
two of your own; theſe matters 1 leave 
wholly to your management,” 


„ Very well, Sir,” anſwered ſhe, 1 
at am glad I happened to mention that circum- 
U, ftance; but fince you have put the idea 

X- of conqueſt into my head, I muſt take care 
to invite none likely to eclipſe myſelf. Miſs 
Bamfield is rather too handſome, however 

L will take my chance.“ 


* down to write a few lines to Lay ler as 
** follows. 5 


On . C 2 E 


ER 


Hiring: diſpatched her Bs hi next ſat 


= ELIN DA OA 


TO LADY SEDLEY. 


As ſure as fate my father has more in 
His head than uſual. I really begin to fan- 
cy your ladyſhip's conjecture is not totally 
void of foundation ; he received me with 
the higheſt good humour, ſeems in uncom- 
monly high ſpirits, and in ſhort hinted 
ſomething about putting on all my ſmiles 
and graces, in order to conquer no doubt. 
Heaven only knows what kind of a being 
it is he intends I am to try their power up- 
on; but the firſt peep I get will determine 
the point with me. Should I not like the 


ereature's appearance, I ſhall be very ſpar- 


ing of both, no neceſſity you know to 
waſte thoſe precious treaſures. What con- 
firms me in this opinion is, that Wilſon, 
when I called her to give her ſome orders, 
ſimpered, and e if E more 

than 
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than uſual. Whether ſhe is in the ſecret 


E know not, tho? *tis more than probable, 


for ſhe is a wonderous favourite of my fa- 


ther's, tho' J cannot ſay ſhe ſo perfectly 


anſwers my ideas of perfection; but there's 
no accounting for taſte. I could to be ſure 
have aſked if ſhe knew who the gueſts were 
my father had invited; but I ſaw ſhe wiſh- 
ed for nothing better, and on that very 
| account reſtrained my curioliy. Had > 
once ſet her tongue a going, and particu- 


larly on ſuch a text, ſuppoſing there is a 


ſecret, it is hard to ſay when it would have 


ceaſed. 


Alter all 'tis poſſible I may be wholly 
miſtaken; mortified I certainly ſhall not 
be; for however deſirable a few lovers may 
be, yet I am for chuſing them myſelf, ſince 
my good father's ideas on that ſubje& may 
chance to differ as far from mine as. they 


doin read to the pore: Mrs. Wilſon. 


WO 
* * 
* 
V 


% di ON 


Say nothing of all this filly chat to Sir 
James, as he will have cauſe to rally me 
ſhould I be deceived. You ſhall know all, 
how, and about it, when the day is over ; 
indeed I truſt when it is. I fhall be permitted 
to return. Sure I am if that pleaſure is 
denied, it will be no eaſy matter to force a 
ſmile. Adieu! my dear friend, My com- 
pliments to Sir James, and the nervous 
Mrs. Cardigan. What a joyous piece of 
Mill life it is! — 


LVour's ever, 


Whether Belinda ſat longer at her toilet 
next morning or not, I cannot with cer- 
tainty affirm; but 'tis moſt certain appear- 
ances were not againſt her; for never had 
7 e 9 
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che labours of it produced 1 effect; 


ſhe was if poſſible more lovely that day han 


ever. Her taſte in dreſs was truly elegant; 
a profuſion in finery has no aid to beauty ; 
and ſhe judged wiſely. She was of Thom- 
ſon's opinion, | | 


1 That beauty when unadorn'd , ts. adorned 


* the moſt. 


When ſhe entered the drawing room, 


| Mr. Mennill, looking upon her with plea- 


ſure, ſaid, upon my word, Belinda, you 
are armed at all points for conqueſt to day. 
The air of Windſor has given a fine bloom, 
to your complection, or have you purchaſed 
it of Warren?“ 


cc Ne o, thank heaven,” cried ſhe, calling}? 


“J am not yet reduced to that miſerable; _ 


caſe, Such as it is, tis all | my own ; and, 
ſince the air of Windſor has We o 
flattering a change, I truſt you will ſuffer | 


rr . * 
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me to return in a day or two leſt I ſhould 
loſe it again in this ee town.“ 


my That, 295 replied her father, will de- 
pend upon circumſtances. Should you be 
as anxious to return to-morrow as you are 
MM 


% Nay, my dear Sir, you muſt think 


me a moſt unſteady creature indeed,” cried 
N if you ſuppoſe I can n change my mind 


ſo violently in one day.“ 


« And yet | have a ſtrange preſentiment 
that you will do it, Belinda,” replied he, 


with an expreſſive ſmile. 


What can all this mean, thought Miſs 


Mennill, and deen to feel a knd of palpi- 
tation. 13 


Whether ſhe would have aſked any more 


queſtions, 1know not, for at that moment 


Miſs 5 
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| Miſs Banfield, and * Ana Rockley 

| were announced. 

Els. Ah 1 my dear creature,” cried both 
the ladies in a breath, as they paid their 

compliments to Belinda, ** how glad I am 

you are returned to us. What could tempt 

you to ſtay fo apts long at Windſor.” 


N Every ming deſirable i in life,” 3 ; 
Miſs Mennill, „the company of your fair 


ſelves excepted, hat indeed Was Wan- ; 
ing.“ * co Nl 


60 Oh! you civil A ſaid Lady 
Ann; ; „ yet tho? wanting, you contrived, 
it would ſeem, to do mighty well without 
us.“ . 4 

„Why one cannot, your ladyſhip know?, 
have every thing juſt as one would wiſh 5 
this Wy world of ours.“ FE NE 


0 3 2M Silly 
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Silly world ! be cried Miſs Bamfield, 14 
vow I like that epithet of all things; *tis 
quite new, tho? ridiculous enough by the 
by; for I look upon this world as a very ſen- 
fible, pretty kind of a world as one can rea- 
ſonably deſire,” 


« For my part,” | faid Lady Ann, « 1| 


would never defire a better.” 


0 Oh be ater no apprehenſion,” AF, 


Mr. Mennill, flyly; “you modern fine | 


| ladies have no great chance for it.“ 


5 ce For what? Lbeſcech you,” cried her 
. ladyſhip ; „ what does he mean, Be. 
linda 3 OE, DTT; 


« | Mean,” replied ke, „ why a better 


: world ; did you not "7 you never deſired 
; it.“ 


. & err] was there ever ſo horrid an 


inſinuation. Pray now, wy good friend, 
what 


4 1 > * * 1 bv ea. ©. onde 3 w 2 he 22 2 
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hat have we poor modern 'fine ladies 


done that you ſhould thus. exclude us from 


that better world, if there is a better, I 


ſuppoſe you have beſpoke it for yourſelf 


and a few of your ſelected friends; and in- 


Ideed if we are to believe all that's ſaid 


about it by the over wiſe ones, you will. 


not find yourſelves violently crouded. My 


aunt, who is a methodiſt, has I fancy been 
giving you 2 leQure.” : 


* Oh beide you, tell me,” cried Be- 


linda, „what is a methodiſt ; one hears of 


them perpetually, but I never yet could get 
a ſatisfactory definition of them, tho' I really. 
long to have the matter made clear to 


2 


me.“ 


* Lord don” t you know whit a metho- 
diſt is ? ?” ſaid Miſs Bamfield. 


15 No, upon my honor,” replied Miſs 
Mennill. UT 
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%% Oh chen you need not be long at a loſs, 


Lady Ann can fully inform you.” 


„ Moſt willingly,” faid her ladyſhip ;. 


« why you muſt know they are generally 


of the poorer. ſort of folks, tho? now and 


then a perſon of faſhion's head may be 
turned by them. They preach, and pray, 
and pretend to be prodigiouſly pious, would 

not miſs going to church for the world, 


keep what i is called good hours, that is, go 


ſoberly to bed when we are getting up, rail 
againſt the follies of the world; and in ſhort 


are 1 n! ſort of unaccountable be- 


5 ings.” 


c Andi 18 be all Dy aid Belinda ; 00 Why 


I do not find any thing ſo deſperately bad 

in all this; I have been taught to look upon 
' them as a ſet of mad enthuſiaſts ; by your 
ladyſhip's account I think they are on the 
contrary a very quiet, rational ſet of be- 
ings, unleſs you can convince me that 


preaching, praying, and going to church 


1 
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is irrational, for this ſeems to me the only 
crimes laid to their charge. 


ec Oh!“ cried Lady Ann, c but that is 
not all, they are a queer, formal, humdrum 
ſet of wretches; you have no idea how 


horridly diſagreeable they make them- 
ſelves.” : 


« *Tis a thouſand pities,” ſaid Miſs 
Mennill, laughing, „for really were it 
not that you affirm they do make themſelves 
_ difagreeable, I do not ſee that it is the na- 
| tural effects of their mode of life; perhaps 
they appear ſo only to thoſe who neither 
preach, pray, nor go to church.“ 


They were now interrupted by the en- 
trance of Sir John Maynard, and his two 
ſons, nor was the ſubject renewed ; they 
found others infinitely more to their taſte. 
What they were, will beſt appear by Miſs 
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CHA PT E R ll. 


ro LADY SEDLET. 


4 IS even fo, my deareſt friend; your 
conjectures are perfectly right; 'tis plain 
my father is determined at all events to get 
quit of the charge of his daughter, or he 
would never have formed the idea of 
giving her to the inſignificant, flutter- 
ing animal he has, to my infinite mortifi- 
cation, made choice of. I foreſee much 
trouble and vexation from this ill concerted 
plan. I know him too well to believe be 

will think my vote in the buſineſs of any 
weight, indeed he * pretty day, told : 


n 


me ſo, as your ladyſhip ſhall hear. I told 
you one glance would decide the matter 
with me, and I told you truth—my fate I 


fear is decided. Good heavens! how very 
_ unfortunate it is that parents and children 


ſo very ſeldom ſee things of this important 
kind in the ſame point of view; but let me 
endeavour to be more explicit, that your 
ladyſhip may know the reaſon of my be- 
ing thus diſconcerted. 


1 was pretty certain from ſeveral hints 


that dropped from my father, that he had 


a match in view for me, and that I was 


torn from you, my dear Lady Sedley, on 


that account; yet I was not let fully into 


the important ſecret ; oh, that I had, I 


might then perhaps have been more on my 
guard, I might at leaſt have done my. ut- 
moſt to keep my eyes from gazing on an 
object but too amiable for my peace; yet 


had I been blind, had I been only miſtreſs 


of the ſenſe of hearing, the very ſound of 
his voige — but let me, as I was faying, 
2 proceed 


2 


0 2 
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proceed methodically. Oh, my dear 

lady, ſure no creature was ever ſo morti- 
fied, ſo wretchedly diſappointed as W poor 

Belinda. 


Lady Ann Rochley, and Miſs Bamfield, 
were of our dinner party; you know them 
both ; fine ladies. Who the beaux were 
to be 1 was not to be informed till their 
arrival, That moment came at laſt, and I 
will honeſtly confeſs found me not a little 
furried; 'twas ridiculous no doubt, but 
the idea of what night be the conſequence 
put it out of my power to be perfectly in- 
different. The ladies had been with us- 
bome little time chatting about trifles as 
Nuſual, when the drawing room door opened, 
and a ſervant announced Sir John Maynard 
and his two ſons; which of the three, 
thought I, is to be the hero of the day; 
che father VII lay my life. This idea — 
| gave place to others more intereſting ; they | 
{vere introduced in form, by which means: 
| found the e whoſe firſt appearance, 
_ Er 
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even before he had opened his lips, had 
ſtruck me as the moſt elegant creature 1 
had ever beheld, was the youngeſt ſon ; a 
bad omen, I fear, thought I; for if my 
father really has any views of this kind, 
he knows the world too well not to find 
more charms in the heir than in a younger 
brother tho' he was endowed with all the 
_ virtues that ever adorned human na- 
ure. So FI 28 


In this ſtate of uncertainty was I obliged 
to paſs the day; nothing particular was 
ſaid by either of the old gentlemen; but 
Mr. Maynard, who looks upon himſelf as 
an irreſiſtible being, paid me ſo many high 
flown compliments, ſaid fo many. inſipid 
filly things with a view to perſuade me [I 
had made a conqueſt of his inſignificant 
heart, that I was fully convinced of the di- 
rect contrary, and that he not only beheld 
me with perfect indifference, but was ut- 
terly incapable of being in love with any mor- 
tal except himſelf. The amiable, the ele- 
"eh | gant 


— 


. 
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gant Edmond—oh, Lady Sedley ! what a 
contraſt he, without any ſuch intention 
fear, made ſo deep an impreſſion on mine, 
that I am perſuaded no time, no power on 
earth, will ever be able to efface it. Think 


chen what a ſituation I am in; what have I 


to look forward to but miſery ? 


Excuſe my being more particular, 1 
have forgot every thing that paſſed that 
fatal day, Except that on it 1 loſt my 


heart. 


Next morning at breakfaſt—“ Well, 
Belinda,“ ſaid my father, & how do you 


like the new friends I introduced to you 


TORT. * 


. A your s, Sir,” replied 13 * « they 
muſt ever be enn to me.” 


60 e Very Gilly entered; ” ſaid he; but 


not quite ſo explicit as I wiſhed. Would 


708 ner, my dear, perſuade me you could 
ONS: ſpend 
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ſpend a whole day with two ſuch handſome 


young fellows as the Maynards, and only 
find them agreeable on my account; come, 
come, be honeſt for once; and tell me 
freely what you think of them.” 


: „“ Why would you, my dear Sir, wiſh 


your daughter to fall in love then with 


every handſome man ſhe may happen to 
oth a day with? 


To Not abſolutely every one, Belinda 3 


that would rather be a troubleſome piece of 


buſineſs ; but I ſuppoſe you do mean to fall 


in love, as you call it, one day or other 
with ſomebody.” 


Not till ſomebody. falls in love with 
me, Sir, if you pleaſe; Miſſes ought not 
to be quite ſo forward, you know.“ 


* 


. Soi you bike the hoth with: v6 


fea indifference then,“ ſaid he, ſmiling. 


c 'Tis A pity daughter, for one of them 
| 1 promiſe 
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I promiſe you did not eaſily eſcape from the 
power. of your charms.” | 


The flatterer Epe now Sire in my 
ear, perhaps 'tis Edmond; my father is 
rich; who knows but charmed by his 


worth he may overlook his want of for. _ 


tune and prefer his daughter's happineſs to 

wealth. This delightful thought darted 
acroſs my mind while he ſpoke, and for a 

moment gave me unſpeakable felicity Ah! 

Lady Sedley! it was but for c one poor mo- 
mens. 1 


5/264 And pray \ Sie, ſaid I, © on which of 0 
your young friends have I had the honour : 
to work this miracle! e 


No great miracle neither, Belinda; 
but humility is an amiable virtue, and fo 
let it paſs. Firſt tell me, however, on 
which would you have wiſhed to have 

wrought it had you had your choice? 


. * 
** 
” 2 * 
* „„ 
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rity, 
air of cheerful indifference ; you ſee hu- 
mility is not : the only virtue I poſſeſs; no 


neroſity I muſt confeſs,” ſaid my father ra- 
ther gravely, but as I am not of quite ſo 


_ purpoſe ; but make yourſelf caſy, Edmond, 


courſe not of your's, is not in a ſituation to 
require ſo great a ſacrifice ; he has a good 
eſtate of his own independent of his fa- 
ther, ſo you ſee you need not give him the 
preference merely becauſe you fancied it 
would be a meritorious action. But we 


O on the youngeſt out of pure cha · 
5 replied I, endeavouring to put on an 


fear of the eldeſt wanting admirers, his title 
and eſtate will ſecure that point, while 
poor Edmond's good qualities, with nei- 
ther, may chance to be overlooked unleſs 


he meets with ſome generous ſpirited fair 
one like 3 Tee” bebe 


Ne Hei is e obliged t to your ge- 
charitable a diſpoſition I do not find myſelf 
at all inclined to ſecond your very pious 


though not the man of my choice, and of 


have 


» \ 
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have trifled long enough, Belinda, and 1 
will now inform you that the elder is the 


man I have made choice of for a ſon, and 
expect you will from this day forward look 


upon him as the man who is to be your 


huſband. I truſt you will do me the juſtice 
to acknowledge I have made ſuch a choice 
as you can have no objections to. He is 


young, handſome, well bred, and heir to 


his father's title and eſtate; a liſt of good 


qualities which l think may ſatisfy the am- 
bition of any girl! in England. Let me ſee 
proofs of your gratitude in the ready obe- 
dience you pay to my wiſhes. Sir John, 


I give you my word, is no leſs pleaſed wit | 
you than T am with his /n, and fince this is 


the caſe there is no occaſion for fruitleſs de- 


lays. All matters in regard to ſettlements 


we have already arranged, ſo nothing re- 


mains for you to do, my dear girl, but to 
ſend for your milliner, mantua-maker, &c. 
that you may as ſoon as poſlible be the 


happieſt of wives, as I ſhall in that caſe be 
of fathers.” n 5 


10 Surely 
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ce Surely you are not tien, my dear 


Sir,” ſaid I; * can you ſuppoſe Lam able 


on ſo very ſhort. an acquaintance to know 


enough of Mr. Maynard's diſpaſition to 
decide a Point of ſuch. infinite impor- 


tance ! 4x 


ce No certainly, : replied ke; „ ſhould 
be moſt unreaſonable indeed were I to ſup- 


poſe any ſuch matter; and what is more, 
I do not think you or any girl of your age 
a proper judge of thoſe affairs, had you 
been acquainted with him from your in- 
fancy; and I have very wiſely on that ac- 
count ſaved you the trouble of deciding ; 
for which take my word for it a day will 
come on which you will be ſenſible. I have 
acted as all prudent fathers who have a real | 
regard for their children's happineſs ought 
to do, whatever you may with true, femi- 
nine perverſeneſs think at preſent. Be aſ- 
ſured *tis only by age and experience this 
knowledge can be acquired. To theſe ad- 


vantages you are yet a ſtranger; be thank- 


— 
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ful then, Belinda, that you have a father 
who is not only willing but able to decide 
what is 200% ey. to infure your: fe- 


licity.” 


8 But my dear Sir,“ cried 1, ſhocked 
beyond expreſſion to find him ſo coolly de- 


termined, © I beſeech you to hear me one 


moment with your uſual indulgence.” Th 


T8 E 


« As many moments as you pleaſe, 
daughter,” ſaid he, interrupting me, 


\ 


6 provided Tam to hear no objections. 
Spare yourſelf as well as me that trouble; 3 
I know all I have done is for Year good; 


what other view can I have? 7 78 


60 Oy Sic” | 1 


1 9 
} 1 ,* F 


465 Woge of 4 your 550 or ubꝰs l 15 intreat 
you, Belinda; this is mere perverſeneſs. 
Vou confeſs you are not acquainted with 


him, how then in 'the name of common 


"mow can you prelume to offer objections: 4 
. D I know 
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1 know him well; I have told you he is poſ- 

ſeſſed of every requiſite to render you the 
happieſt of your ſilly, obſtinate ſex. 1 
will not ſuppoſe you quite ſo impertinent as 
to deny me to judge.” | 


I am very far from being ſo imper- 
_ tinent, my dear Sir,” ſaid I, * yet ſurely, 
kind and indulgent as I have ever found you, 
you will not now refuſe to hear me pa- 
OO. 1 


e 1 have already told yeu, Belinda, [ 
am ready to hear you as long as you pleaſe ; 
but I have alſo told you on what condition; 3 
and by all this filly ſtuff it appears to me 
pou are not diſpoſed to obſerve it. So here 
let our converſation: end for the preſent ; 
go and prepare whatever you think neceſ- 
ſary; ſpare no expence; my purſe ſhall 
with pleaſure anſwer all your demands; in 
point of time you ſhall not be hurried ; in 
a fortnight or three weeks I ſhould imagine 
all your finery may be ready; as for more 
important 


83 
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important matters, I ſhall take that trou- 5 


Fl 


ble u n myſelf.“ 


So ſaying, my dear Lady Sedley, he left 


me to reflect at leiſure on this horrid, this 


cruel and mortifying buſineſs. And now, 


my dear friend, tell me, adviſe me what I 


am to do. Marry that conceited inſignifi- 
cant coxcomb I cannot, and never will; 


| how then am ] to proceed in order to avid 
it? this is a point on which I am utterly | 
at a loſs how to decide. I ſee too plainly 

my father's heart is ſet upon the match. 

| Too well do I know his temper ; hie will not 

| recede from the engagement he has made; 

and as for the creature deſtined to torment 

me, I have no hope, from him, becauſe 
tis plain my fortune is his only inducement 


for conſenting to it. What a wretch muſt 


he be! yet his conduct will be applauded | 
by the fathers of both, while I am con- 
demned merely for preſuming to fancy it 


neceflary one ſhould at leaſt have ſome f 
little preference for the man one is to paſs 


D 2 5 one 's 


\ 
[ 
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one's life with; but as I have already aid, 
Iwill die—yes abſolutely die, rather than give 
either my hand or heart to a being, who, 
tis as clear as the ſun, cares no more for me 
than for any other woman of equal fortune; 
how indeed ſhould he? Yet dying is no 


very pleaſant remedy, my dear Lady Sedley; 


may be exceptionable caſes ; the conſent 


however I truſt I ſhall not be driven to 
that wretched alternative: my father's wrath 
expect; tis poſſible too he may uſe harſh 

meaſures to bring me to his purpoſe. I 

muſt endeavour to bear them the beſt way 
18. Thank heaven, he cannot compel 
me we live in a land of liberty. With- 
out my. conſent the marriage never can 
take place, and that I never will conſent is 
no leſs certain. I truſt I have a proper idea 
of a father's authority, not for worlds 
would I knowingly rebel againſt it; but 

ſurely, my dear Lady Sedley, it is not 
-quite ſo unlimited as mine would perſuade 
me, that I have no right to marry without 
his conſent, tho' even to this I think there 


of 
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of a parent may be withheld from mere ca- 
price, from abſolute tyranny; there are not 
wanting inſtances of it; would a ſon or daugh- 


ter under ſuch circumſtances be blameable 


for daring to diſobey ? ſurely not; an im- 
proper match I truſt I never ſhall make, 


but no power on earth ſhall ever perſuade x 
me to marry a man for whom I do not at 


leaſt feel ſome degree of partiality. But 
this Maynard! heaven defend me from 


ever being the wife of ſuch an inſignificant 


coxcomb! You may perhaps, my dear 


Lady Sedley, tell me I have too haſtily 


formed an idea of his diſpoſition : indeed I 


have not; tis wrote in legible characters in 


his every look and action. Amiable and 
engaging as his brother appears, I would 


not decidedly pronounce him deſerving all 
1 think of him, as I have done of the 5 
other ; I may be deceived, though I think I 


am not; but as to the conceited wretch, 


born J fear to be my torment, I am po- 


V certain I do him no ie. 


Adi 


f ON 


Adieu, my deareſt friend 5 may you 
ever enjoy all the happineſs you ſo juſtly 
merit. My compliments to Sir James. 


Your's, 


BBLINDA MENNILIL.“ 


| When Sir John made the appointment 

to dine with his friend, Edmond was not 
in town, but hoping to arrive the night be- 
fore; his father, elate with the proſpect of 
ſo fine a match for his favourite, after tell-⸗ 
ing him of it, and ſaying every thing was 


- -finally ſettled, he deſired he would take that 


opportunity to pay his reſpe&s to his ſiſter 

elect. To this propoſal he made no ob- 

Las jections, and very cordially wiſhed his bro- 
; ther) joy on n his eee 1 


Thank 
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bt Thank you, py replied Charles, for your 
good wiſhes. What portion of felicity 


may be allotted me I know not, but happy 
are they you know, Edmond, who expect 
nothing, for they ſhall not be difappointed, 


Matrimony I look upon to be a bitter pill 


at beſt, but [in a half whiſper, ] as my 
finances are a little deranged at preſent, 
the damſel's fortune at leaſt will be a con- 
venient circumſtance, however inconvenient 


I find it to be fettered to herſelf. But 


thanks to our kind ſtars we have found 
means to aboliſh the old faſhioned idea of 


& ill death do us part; that was too bad. 
In thoſe days a man muſt have been con- 
foundedly fond of ſhackles before he could 


reſolve to put them on, on ſuch curſedly 
Readers terms, were the woman an an- 
gel T7 


„ Upon my word,” cried Edmond, 1 


never heard a more lover - lie ſpeech. KK 
_ the lady 8 ſentiments on the ſubject are 

e modern, 1 think vou bid fair to be. 
ns 
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felicity of calling og lord and N r! 


was natural enough too. He told me her 
: father and himſelf had made the bargain, 
that the was to have thirty thouſand en ; 


; fellow" s death. ” 


gone ſo far, and you, have not ſeen the 
| lady! . e e 2 fo 109 


125 6c Poſſible l replied his brother; . by 
what is there extraordinary in that'? Sti = 
is a woman I fuppoſe, and for a wife 1 


as happy à pair as can be defired. Pray, if 
I may aſk, what kind of a being is this 
Miſs Mennill, who is to have the enviable: 


144 


What kind of being? replied C Charles 3 1 
O the Lord above and my provident fa · 
ther alone knows, for faith I never once 
thought of aſking the queſtion, though it 


on the nail, and as much more at the old 


Is it poſſible matters have actually 


would not give fixpence for the liberty to ; 
SOT S chen 
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chooſe from the whale ſex, Take my word 
for it, my! ſober brother, that once married 
they : are all alike.” 
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| charms 1 now 103 then! in the wives 1 your 
friends. How is this to be accounted for 
on your principles F 


* * 


Oh that is quite another af. 
Y Fg —anſwered Charles; another man” 8 
wife may have more charms in my eyes 

than ſhe had while ſingle. 1 coutd give 
you a thouſand excellent reaſons for this ; 
but you are ſuch a queer, ſentimental, in- 
ſenſible fellow, that I doubt whether 977 : 
would 8 fatisfadtory. „ 


"WF: Why to tell you the truth, at replied 7 
r *I have my doubts on the ſub- 
ject. With theſe very refined notions,” _ 
continued he, © 1 ſuppoſe you would think WM 


it a mark of vulgarity to blame CY man | 
75 8 = 
| Who I chatice to diſcover charms * in 43 
1 . 1 „ — F 22 N ee? | 
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1 Oh! the greateſt bore in nature ?” 
cried he; © that kind of polite intercourſe 
is perfectly underſtood among people of a 

eertain rank. But for this, matrimony 

would be the very d=l. wm 


ing, « if you are not at leaſt tolerably eaſy 
in that fate, I muſt do you the juſtice to 
ſay "twill be no fault of your's; ſo you 


ſixpence er the is young, handſome, 


: bridegroom ; “if the latter, you know, 


A gular ſatisfaQion of baving her "WF to my- 
elf. 5 


« Well, Charles,” ſaid Edmond, ſmile- 


really would perſuade me you do not care 


old or ugly.“ 


« Not a doit, by Jupiter,” cried the 


Edmond, I may chance to have the in- 


It may not be amiſs to obſerve to my 
readers, that Sir John was not preſent at 
this converſation between his ſons, tho? I 
oe! may venture to add, if he had, it 
would 


THE FAIR PUGITIVE 590 


would only have ſerved to confirm him in 
the opinion that Charles was beyond all 
diſpute a compleat fine gentleman—a cha- 
rater for which he had the WERE vene- 
ration. 

The bows of the i important viſit being ar- 
rived, they, as we have already ſaid, made 
their appearance at Mr. Mennill's. What 


. impreſſion her gueſts made upon Miſs ? 


Mennill, we have already mentioned; what 
effects her charms produced on them, re- 
mains to be told. 


* . 


3 ; . CHAPTER 
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War idea Charles had formed of her, 
- or whether he had given himſelf the trouble 
to form any, is uncertain ; but *tis moſt 
certain he no ſooner beheld her than his 
heart confeſſed her the moſt ſtriking ob- 
 jeQ he had yet met with. He gazed on 
her with rapture, and moſt fervently wiſhed 
to call her his own on any terms except 
matrimony. All lovely as ſhe appeared to 
him, her beauty bad not Pouy to conquer [ 
his 


iS 


r 
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: his averſion to that gothic inſtitution ; yet 

before the viſit was at an end, he found the 

had taken ſuch hold of his =” that! ſen- 
fible there were no hopes of obtaining her 


on more faſhionable terms, he. Vith! leſs re. 7 9 
luctance than he believed. poſlible, deter- 1 
mined. to ſubmit to, his fate with a good 9 
grace; nor could any lover be more truly 1 | 
impatient for the happy day, on which he 1 
was to be put in poſſeſſion of o incitimable _ 
a | Prints than he NOW was. 8 
Miſs Mennill was tbereldke greatly miſ. E 
taken in fancying he beheld her with indif. 4 / q 
ference ; no man could be more ſenſible of 
her attradions; but many 1 truſt would I 
have, been able to convince her of it in a  - 
| more delicate, a more engaging 1 manner; 18 l 
he had fill yow been but little accuſtomed 128 
to the compapy y of virtuous" women, nor 
Was he I fear Pelte, convinced that any Þ 1 
Such, exiſted; neither will 1 venture to ſayyr |} il 
he e paſſion he now felt for the lovely Belin- +: i 
th e e of lo love.” 'Be that as I 
N 8 34070 ew 43 28 ir ok ; i 
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it will, it was of + nature to make him de- 
termine not only to poſſeſs her fortune, for 
which he had great occaſion, but alſo her 
| perſon, which having now ſeen, he was 
tempted to fancy the latter nearly as neceſ- 
fary to his happineſs as the former; tho' 
till he beheld Miſs Mennill, he had made 
few diſtinctions, one fair female being i in 
is eſtimation juſt as deſirable as another. | 


Such was the ſtate of þis mind after this 
important interview; that of his brother 
| was in ſome reſpects ſimilar to it: he went 
to Mr. Mennill's fully perſuaded that his 

daughter was irrevocably engaged to Charles. 

Sir John, from what motives is uncertain, 
had taken every means to convince him it 

Was really ſo; perhaps, as he could not de. 
cently decline aſking Edmond to be of the 
party, and conſcious that he was not an 
object likely to be ſeen by any young lady 
Whoſe heart was not prepoſſeſſed in favour 
of another with indifference, he might 


affert | it more asg, to prevent as far as 
Fo 
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poſible any attempts on his ſide to render 
himſelf agreeable to her; for in ſpite of his 
great and unjuſtifiable partiality for Cnarles. 
he could not but know it was amply in his 


W power to prove himſelf a very formidable ri- 


val. Thus firmly perſuaded every thing was 
ſettled for his brother's marriage, he accom- 


panied them with no other view than as his 


father ſaid, to pay his reſpects to a lady who 

was ſo ſoon to become one of the family. 
His firſt reflection on being informed of it 
was, that he thought it no great proof of 
his father's attention to him that he had not 
been acquainted with an event of that inte- 
reſting nature: nay he very juſtly conclud- 
ed had he not by accident come to town as 
he did, twas more than probable he might 


have known nothing of the matter till it 


was over. However, on finding Charles 


had not even at that time ſeen her himſelf, 
he without any great effort reconciled him- 


rl to this apparent e 


5 \ — % 
. 5 ” 7 
* | by 2 
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His ies of Miſs Mennill was fach as to 
| prevent any feelings of envy at his brother's 
05 good fortune had he been capable of enter. 

taining ſo malignant a paſſion; ; he conclud. f 
ed ſhe muſt be abſolutely void of « every 4 
pretenſion to that delicacy ſo eſſentially ne- 
ceſſary to complete the character of an ami. 
5 able woman, ſince ſhe could thus conſent to 
| ive her hand, as he believed te had done, 
'to a man ſhe had never ſeen : twas evi. 
| dently a match of intereſt, and conveni-i 
. ency on all ſides. Not indeed / ingular on 
, that account in theſe | days, but fo utterly 
1 contrary to his notions | of propriety, or 
poſſibility of happinels, that tho“ he was 
: determined to pay her, when ſhe became 
his ſiſter, A proper reſpect as ſuch, he was 
perfectiy « convinced to eſteem her would be 
qut of bis power. Thus N 
entered Mr. Mennill's drawing | room but 
had nat been there many minutes before a 
"ſtrange revolution had taken place in his 
mind; he beheld her lovely beyond any 
idea he had yet formed of teminine i ; 
2 
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he gazed on her wich delight, but fighn” to 
think ſo much ſweetneſs, ſuch uncommon 
grace and elegance, ſhould be thrown away 
upon a mind ſo depraved, ſo 'deſtitute of 
tenderneſs, and all the finer feelings of the 
heart. Again he fixed his enquiring eyes 
upon her, and again he ſighed. | Her beha- 
viour through the day puzzled him; he 
made not a doubt, but ſhe knew Charles 
vas the man to whom ſhe was to givether 
hand; he had been aſſured every thing 
was ſettled, of courſe her conſent obtained- 
He was curious to ſee how a young lady 
would receive a firſt viſit from her lover 
thus circu mſtanced. Her manner utterly 
aſtoniſhed: him. No: embarraſſment, no 
appearance of emotion when he was pre- 
ſented to her; ſhe paid even leſs attention 
Ito bis brother than to any other of the 
company; the ſeemed to ſtudy only how 
to gender herfelf agreeable to all her gueſts, Ef 
a ſucceeded to e ee 10 07.” 


brother's bold and confident manner was in 
his opinion more likely to diſguſt than 
pleaſe a woman of ſentiment; yet nothing 
of this appeared in her conduct towards 
him. is true, he obſerved no ſymptoms 
of pleaſure in her countenance when he 


rent indifference ; indeed had Edmond had 


tion, he could not but have ſeen that the 
few words addrefſed to her by himſelf 


ſed; all he ſaw ſerved only to confound 


the whole was a ſcene. ſo new, ſo foreign 
to his ideas, that he endeavoured to look 
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What could he think, but that amiable 
and captivatingly lovely as ſhe appeared, 
ſhe was wholly deſtitute of ſenſibility. His 


addreſſed her; ſhe liſtened to the compli- 
ments he every moment paid her with appa- 


the ſmalleſt ſpark of vanity in his compoſi- 
ſeemed to give her more ſatisfaction than 
all his brother's florid ſpeeches. But as 1 
have already obſerved, he came prepoſſeſ- 
his judgment; he could make nothing of it; 
upon it with an eye of indifference, as a 


matter in which he had very little or no 
concern. 


concern. Vet this he found impoſſible, in 
Ipite of all the defects he was e 


harms—her engaging manners had made 
Wo deep an impreſſion on his heart, that all 
Ihe fortitude he was maſter of could not 
Preſerve him from the irreſiſtible power of. 
Wer attractions. He condemned himſelf for 


brother; and had he not a thouſand reaſons 


a man of worth, With reflections of this 
nature he took his leave. In the moment 
of parting he felt a riſing ſigh, and his eyes 
with reluctance turned from an object te too 
re for his Raney, 


« Wall Tanga. ” ſaid: Sir John, as 
ſoon as they were ſeated in his carriage, 
** what fay you to the ſiſter we are * 
to give yolk * 12 
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rom appearances to aſcribe to her; her 


his feelings on every account : was ſhe not, 
he thought, irrevocably engaged to his 


to believe her unworthy the attachment of 


© She 
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; 66, She! is a lovely. woman, 25 replied Ed. 
584 glad that the darkneſs of the night 
prevented their obſerving the emotions 
this unexpected queſtion gave riſe to in hi 


n. 


5 60 Why what an inanimate being art 
thou!“ cried Charles, © thus with the cool 
_ compoſure of a ſtoic merely to pronounc: 
her lovely. By heavens ſhe is an angel! 

She has more beauty, more attractions in 
one glance of her bewitching eye than all 


the reſt of her enchanting | lex put Tag 
: ther ! rhe 
* Well done, Charles!” faid Sir John f 
that is talking like a lover; and ' tis ſuch 
ſpirited fellows as you only who deſerve 
to poſſels ſo much beauty: it would be 
thrown away upon r a cold-hearted phi- 
loſopher as Edmond. Ill be ſworn he does 
not at this moment know the colour of 
them.“ „ 


b 
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« It might have been attended with dan- 


y brother: he I ſuppoſe for the future 
ill be blind to the charms of every Mortal 


gel. 
6c Oh I hacia 5 your 7 5 chance, 


thus, you ſee, that ſons are rewarded who 
Fay a proper regard to the judgment of their 


have deviliſh good luck if with all your me- 


b Wthodical old faſhioned notions you ſtumble 
"WE upon ſuch another: for O!” continued 
li- : 5 8 
i © She is more than painting can expreſe, | 
" Or youthful Poets fanry when mw love. P 85 
It 


— 1 


* * 


| ger perhaps, cold as I am,“ replied Ed- 
= mond, © had I too minutely 'examinetl | 
chem. See the effect it has produced on 


oman, FRG thus my chants; found- an 


my good brother,” cried Charles. "Tis 2; 


Wfathers. Tou, I ſuppoſe will think it neceſ- 
ſary to look out for yourſelf; but you'll 
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if ever they do love, by the bye, which! 
very much doubt; for you, Edmond, are 
a poet I think, and can write upon the ſub. 
ject to a miragle, but to feel as I do the un. 
ſpeakable delight of loving and being be. 
loved by ſo adorable a creature — no, no, 
that is utterly out of your ſober line. But] 
my good fir,” cried he, turning to Sir John, 
hen hall I be put in poſſeſſion off 
my divinity ? —when . ſhall I have 
the joy to call He dear creature mine? 
Edmond, you'll have the civility to 
go with us to St. George's ? you have nd 
objections, 1 truſt, to go to church for 
once in a way to witneſs a brother's feli. 
city ; though *tis a curſed bore after all; 
but no matter, a fine girl, and thirty thou- 
ſand pounds, my boy, will make the pill, 
bitter as it is, go down as glibly as a a B 
of Fa” 


« Why,” replied Sir John, highly de-] 
lighted with his ſon's rapturous exclama. 


tions and lively ſallies, ““ if 1 miſtreß 
8 is 


az 


is but half as impatient as yourſelf, I ſce 


no occaſion for fruitleſs delays ; that is all 


that's wanting; her father and I have taken - 


care to ſettle all other matters perfectly to 


our ſatisfaction. So you have only now 
to prevail, upon her to name her day. „ 


« O as to her impatience,” anſwered 


Charles, that we muſt take for granted. 


"Tis a circumſtance the dear creatures are 


rather ſhy of confeſſing, you know; but 


let me alone, I underſtand every turn. of + 
their eye to a tittle, and if I do not millake, © 
my fair one will not be very cruel.” 


At this moment the carriage ſtopped at 


Sir John's door, and they ſoon after parted 
for the night—Charles, to dream of joys 
he was not ſo ſoon to taſte as he fondly 
imagined ; and Edmond, to regret that ſo 

much beauty and ſweetneſs ſhould be 
thrown away on hearts ſo inſenſible as her's 


and his brother's. In vain he endeavoured 


to compole himſclf to > felt: the lovely Be- 
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Tinda's i Aäge 6 b in ſpite of all his = 
to think of her, not only with indifference, 
but as the woman deſtined to be the wife 
of his brother, ſtill keep poſſeſſion of His 
thoughts. At ſome moments he wifbed to 
perſuade himſelf, however me might hither- 
to have acquieſced in the will of her father, 
and have conſented to Tee the man of his 
choice, yet it was poſſible; having now 
ſcen him, the might not approve : if ſhe 
was the kind of woman her countenance, 
her manner, and every word ſhe uttered, 
*ſpoke her to be, ſhe could not, it was ut. 
terly impoſlible ſhe could approve. © True,” 
thought poor Edmond, * ſhe knows not 
Charles's character ſo well as I do. He Is 
handſome; he has all the coxcomical airs 
and graces of a modern fine gentleman; 
and how very few females in theſe vir 
days of folly and diſſipation look for more. 
Ze now could not forbear execratitig the 
faſhionable mode of education; firmly 
perſuaded but for that unfortunate! 'ſyſkem 
— 5 the too 3 Belinda fut have 
e been 


been no leſs f in mind than per- 
4e. e e 


After paſling an almoſt ſleepleſs night in 
theſe kind of diſtreſſing refleQions, he roſe 
the next morning determined to forget her; - 
convinced it was madneſs to indulge a paſ- 
fion from which, were he even aſſured be- 
yond a doubt he had miſtaken her charac- 
ter, and that ſhe was all his heart could 
wiſh, muſt, as things were circumſtanceg, 
be productive of miſery. His principal 
buſineſs in town was to ſettle ſome affair re- 
lative to the eſtate left him by his uncle; 
and to ſee his father, whom he had not 
ſeen for ſome time, having been engaged 
in arranging matters at his houſe in the 
country which belonged to the eſtate, and 
where indeed he had chiefly reſided, hav- 
ing from his infancy been a favourite with 
his generous friend and relation. He 
meant, indeed, to have ſpent a few days 
in London; but the events of the laſt had 
produced ſuch a revolution in his heart, 


„ that 
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that he felt it abſolutely neceſſary to his 
peace to fly from temptation. He hoped 
the wound was not ſo deep but abſence, 
and a change of ſcene, would effect his 
cure. Myrtle Grove, the name given by 
bis uncle to his ſeat, from the circumſtance 
of his being particularly fond of that ele- 
gant exotic, and having beſlowed unweari -- 
ed pains in the cultivation of it, juſtly de- 
ſerved the appellation, ſince it was confeſ- 
ſed by all who were acquainted with it to 


be one of the moſt romantic and beautiful 


ſituations in England. A profuſion of wood 
and water, both ſuffered to take their na- 
tural courſe, rendered it a moſt deſirable 
retreat. Here it was that Edmond reſolved 
to conquer a growing paſſion, from the in- 
dulgence of which he could promiſe hiemfelf 
no * happineſs. EST 


th In the morning he made a pretence of 
buſineſs to his father and the enraptured 
Charles for leaving them ſo ſoon, but hoped 
to receive a ſummons to attend the latter 
| to 


| 
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to St. George s before it was long. This 
was promiſed, though perhaps no more in- 
tended than Edmond intended to accept the 
invitation. Having with no great appetite 
got over the ceremony of the breakfaſt 
table, he ordered his poſt chaiſe, and wiſh- 
ing his brother every poſlible felicity, he | 
ſet off for his ſeat in the country. 7 


Charles, impatient 155 th e ei inwhich 
he could with propriety pay a ſecond viſit 
to his fair enſlaver, went to his toilet, and 
having decorated his perſon au dernier gout, 
ſet off for Portland Place, where he had 
the gon a to find Mile Mennill 

alone. TL 20D. 41905 ene 
gh With 2 confident air without a doubt of 
ſucceſs he entered the room“ Ah, 
cried he, approaching to take: her hand, 
* by heavens, my charming Miſs Mennill, 
I find you more lovely, more irreſiſtible 
this morning if poſſible than when I had laſt 
the honor of paying my devoirs. What a 
E 2 . bloom 
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bloom—what eyes, and this dear ſnowy 
hand too,” —attempting to ſeize it how 
divine! Tell me, my enchanting creature, 
when ſhall I have the ſupreme "—_ of 
. i mine? 


| Aſtoniſhed, and diſguſted to the laſt de- 
gree by his ; Impertinent familiarity, Belinda 
drew back. 


/ 108 pon my word, Mr. Maynard, Tam 
ſo total a ſtranger to all this modiſh jargon,“ 

ſaid ſhe, with a look that had he not been 
dead to every feeling of delicacy muſt have 
petrified him, © that I really have not the 
honor to comprehend one ſyllable of 
K. 5 


„ Not comprehend,” cried he, again 
making an attempt on her withheld hand 
* how, my dear creature! with that ange- 
lic countenance can you affect this - cruel 
coldneſs? Surely you cannot but know I 
adore you, that your charms have done 
What 
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what the charms of your whole ſex have hi- 
therto been unable to do, you have made me 
your willing ſlave, you have reconciled, nay 
have made me impatient to enter into a ſtate, 
which, until I beheld your all conquering 
beauty, I looked upon as the greateſt bore in 
nature, Judge then of the fervor of my- 
paſſion. and the power of your charms by . 
the miracle 1 it has e 


Then falling on his knees at her feet, 

while ſhe with the utmoſt difficulty could 
keep her gravity, tho' horridly vexed to 
find herſelf ſubjeQed to hear ſuch a ſtring 
of unmeaning nonſenſe, he implored her to 
put an end to his torment by naming an 


early day to make him the 8 0 of 
men. 4 


6c Really, Mr. Maynard, 4 replied Miſs _ 
Mennill, you aſcribe infinitely more power | 
to me than I have any pretenſions to; what 
the torments may be, which you mention, I 7 l 
know not; ſevere they cannot be, I think - Wl 
; o She —_ 
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may venture to declare, ſince I never yet 
ſaw a gentleman more at his caſe ; and as 
for naming a day in order to make you hap- 
py, ſurely tis of all poſſible things the leaſt 
neceſſary, ſince a man ſo perfectly fatisfied 
with himſelf cannot be otherwiſe.“ 


On ſpare me, ſpare me, my dear Miſs 
Mennill,” cried he, riſing from his humble 
poſture, finding ſhe ſeemed mighty indiffe- 
rent whether he knelt or not; “ there 
wanted not this diſplay of your wit and 
charming vivachy to complete your con- 
queſt, Even before I beheld your match- 
leis perfections, I felt that my future peace 
| rage on a ſmiles,” | 


0 This, 1 muſt confal WIPE 7 Be- 
Unda, js going one ſtep at leaſt beyond 
the common run of compliments, and it 
1 wauld be ungenerous to paſs it by unno- 
.ticed ; to fall in love without ſeeing the 
- obje& of your paſſion was a ſtroke reſerved 
Lf for you alone; ; pray may I aſk how the 
ſymptoms 
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ſymptoms firſt ſhewed themſelves, or mall I 
attempt to gueſs; you heard I preſume, 
Mr. Maynard, that my father could, ſhould 
you be ſo fortunate as to make him in- 
clined,' give me a more than barely /tolera- 
ble fortune. This naturally led you to be- 
lieve I poſſeſſed every perfection neceſſary 
to render the married ſtate, if not compleat- 
1y happy according to the old exploded idea 
of happineſs, at leaſt perfectly ſo, accord- 
ing to that of the preſent age; and you, 
like a very prudent, a very ſenſible young 


man, inſtantly fell in love, All I have to 


| lament is, Mr. Maynard, that, however 
highly. exaggerated the accounts I have 
heard of your perfections may bave been, 
they did not by ſome unlucky means or 
other produce the ſame effects on me; I 


own *tis a pity, a very great pity, but 


what can A oor girl do i in ese cales : PR; 


h lee bit his 1555 Fay looked ratker 
fooliſh, not exactly knowing whether to 
Tg or cry as the ſaying 1 is, when Juſt at 
5, as 
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that critical moment the door opened, and 
in came Mr. Mennill. What a relief! 
With ſuch a ſecond he did not fear to renew 
the attack ; nay he began to believe the 
ſhare Belinda had in the above dialogue was 
| uttered with no other view than really and 
truly to give him a ſpecimen of her talents 
for agreeable raillery ; ſelf love preſerved 
him from the mortification of fancying it 
poſſible ſhe could reſiſt his attractions for 
any conſiderable time, ſuppoſing, as ſhe 
ſaid, ſhe had not yet fallen in love with 
them, of the truth of which he bad his 
doubts, for his glaſs had that morning 
aſſured him Charles Maynard was by na 
means the kind of being to be looked upon 
with indifference. 


% Well, Mr. Maynard,“ ſaid her father 
as he entered; what ſays my N Neet 4 
is every 9 ſettled between you? have 
you taken the meaſure of her finger; ha! 
J am for diſpatching bufineſs out of hand; 
life is too ſhort, and time too precious, to 


* 
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be waſted in long courtſhip. - Leave that to 
amuſe you when you haſh nothing better 
to do.” 


No Your ates replied . « is 
an angel; her wit, her charming vivacity 
has completed the conqueſt, her beauty 

began. It only remains with you, my dear 
Sir, to name the day on which I am to be 
- made the. happieſt of men.” He, 


= Pina, Mr. Maynard,” _” cried Belinda, 
alarmed at this proof of his confidence, and 
_ terrified leſt her father ſhould really ima- 
gine ſhe had given him encouragement, 
permit me to ſpeak my ſentiments as 
freely as you have ſpoken yours. Forgive 
me, my dear Sir,“ turning to Mr. Mennill, 
if I take the liberty to ſay Mr. Maynard 
has groſsly deceived himſelf if he fancies 
from any thing I have faid, fince I have 


had the honor of his company, he is auto- 


riſedto draw ſuch a concluſion. Iam an utter 
Aranger to him, Till ende; I never had 


15 4 A 
1 
a® $3 7 
. 4 n 
13 . | the 
a 1 1 l 


BELINDA, OR 


that critical moment the door opened, and 
in came Mr. Mennill. What a relief 
With ſuch a ſecond he did not fear to renew 
the attack; nay he began to believe the 
ſhare Belinda had in the above dialogue was 
vttered with no other view than really and 
truly to give him a ſpecimen of her talents 
for agreeable raillery ; ſelf love preſerved 
him from the mortification of fancying it 
: poſſible ſhe could reſiſt his attractions for 
any conſiderable time, ſuppoſing, as the 
ſaid, ſhe had not yet fallen in love with 

them, of the truth of which he had his 

doubts, for his glaſs had that morning 
aſſured him Charles Maynard was by na 
means the kind of being to be looked pore 
wth indifference. 


« Well, Mr. Maynard;” ſaid her father 
as he entered; what ſays my daughter? 
is every thing ſettled between you? have 
you taken the meaſure of her finger; ha! 
J am for diſpatching bufineſs out of hand; 
| life is too ſhort, and time too precious, to 


be 
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be waſted in long courtſhip. © Leave that to 
amuſe you when you have nothing better 
to do.“ 


Nh Your daughter, replied Charles, © is 
an angel; her wit, her charming vivacity 
has completed the conqueſt, her beauty 
began. It only remains with you, my dear 
Sir, to name the day on vieh Lam to be 
made the happieſt of men.“ 


« + Pray, Mr. Manner, ns __ Belinda, 
alarmed at this proof of his confidence, and 
terrified leſt her father ſhould really ima- 
gine ſhe had given him encouragement, 
“ permit me to ſpeak my ſentiments as 
freely as you have ſpoken yours. Forgive 
me, my dear Sir,“ turning to Mr. Mennill, 
if I take the liberty to ſay Mr. Maynard 
has groſsly deceived himſelf if he fancies. 
from any thing I have ſaid, ſince I have 
had the honor of his company, he 1 is autho- 


riſed to draw ſuch a concluſion. Iam an utter Mi 


1 nter to him. IT ill yeſterday I never bad 
E 3 , . the ; 
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honor of ſceing him: be may have all the 

good qualities that ever man poſſeſſed ; but 
ſurely I can be no judge whether he really 
does poſſeſs them; indeed were I to draw i 
any concluſion from what I have ſeen il 
of him this morning, it would be eh - 
1 | | 


ie its it ought,” ” cried her father, inter- 
rupting her with no very pleaſant accent. 
«© I have already told you, daughter, I do 
not expect O, nay I will not give you the 
trouble to form any judgment on the ſub. 
ject. Suffice it to ſay, this gentleman has 
done you the honor to aſk your hand, I 
have, on mature reflection, found it ſuch a 
requeſt as I think you ought to comply with ; 
but as girls do not always know what is 
moſt likely to be productive of their own 
happineſs, 1 take upon myſelf to ſay you 
Hall; ſo no more of your ſilly objections; 
make up your mind therefore to inſure your 
future felicity with a good grace, Belinda, 
and let me have no triffing. Mr. May- 
Toa FE tor OT 
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nard,” continued he, taking his daughter 5 
hand, and giving it to him, “ receive this 
as your own, depend upon it it thall be 
ſueh i in a few 5 
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Charles bent: his 8 and» putting , her 
hand to his lips, declared he bad by the 
precious gift of ſo ineſtimable a bleſſing, 
made him the happieſt - of mortals. Be- 

linda, ſhocked beyond expreſſion to find 
her father capable of ſuch tyranny, was ſo 
wholly overcome by it, that ſhe burſt i into 
tears in ſpite of all her efforts to reſtrain 1 
5 them; 5 her ſpirits were quite exhauſted ; = 
for though ſenſible he had formed the deſign Af 
of making this deteſted match, yet ſhe had 1 
no idea he would thus cruelly attempt .to ll 
force her inclinations. How then. muſt LH 
ſhe be ſurpriſed. and. diſtreſſed on hearing 
his promiſe thus given even in her preſence ! 4 Ml 
Obſerving her tears, he flew into a rage of WA 
1 paſſion, and in ſpite ol Charles“ d attempts i N : 
to calm the tempeſt; his trembling. daughter Y alt 
had, innocently, raileg in his dolane he Yd 
1 N | ba. min 
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ſternly ordered her to leave the room, nor 
preſume to appear in his preſence again till 
ſhe had learnt what was due to the ee 

of a parent. | : 


| Moſt gladty he eva and 1 0 
herſelf on a chair as ſoon as ſhe reached her 
own apartment, ſhe blamed herſelf for her 
ridiculous behaviour, and wiſhed the mor- 
ttifying ſcene was yet to begin, that the 
might convince them ſhe was not the tame, 
ignorant, timid being they no doubt now 
believed her, which would perſuade them 
they had only to intimidate, in order to bring 
her to their purpoſe. If this was their opi- 
nion, the was determined they ſhould find 
themſelves exceedingly deceived——for if 
ſhe conceived no very favourable impreſſion 
of him the firſt time ſhe ſaw him, we may 
eafily guets the ſecond interview did not ſet 
his merits in a more pleafing point of view. 
She now looked upon him not merely as a 
( conceited coxcomb, but as a moſt deſpica- 
r ble wretch, who for the fake of intereſt 
1 would 
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would not ſcruple to marry his great grand- 
mother were it not fortunately forbid ; that 
no power on earth ſhould 'compel her to 
marry him, ſhe poſitively, and no leſs poſi. 
tively, and freely did ſhe determine to tell 
her father ſo when next they met. She 
had no ſooner left the room than Charles 
poured forth a profuſion of grateful ac- 
knowledgments for the honor and happineſs 
Mr. Mennill had ſo generouſly promiſed | 
him, ſwearing it ſhould be the future ſtudy 
of his life to prove he was not wholly un- 
| worthy the partiality he now entertained for Jl 
him. He now exprefled ſome apprehen- 
Hons leſt Miſs Mennill's affections ſhould 
be engaged to ſome more fortunate man 
than himſelf, as ſhe had not received her 
_ father's commands in regard to him in 
quite ſo flattering a manner as he had pie» | 
- Tumed to Unc ſhe would, 


cc All trick, all FEY pere 5 E il | 
_ cried Mr, Mennill ; “I know the ſex bet= | 3M 
ter than you Go, young: man ; did you then  Þ 
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wo expect the was to o fly i into your arms at Girl 
bidding? had I indeed forbid her to do it, 
tis hard to ſay what might have happened; 
but make- yourſelf eaſy, you have my pro- 
miſe ſhe ſhall be yours, and that too before 
tis long. I will let her know who is maſter 
here; ſhe has filled her head with romances, 
and thinks it neceſſary 1 ſuppoſe, in order 
to become the heroine of one herſelf, to 
rebel againſt the will of her father; this 
comes of encouraging circulating libraries; 

. but Pl take care ſhe ſhall be concerned jn 
no very extraordinary adventures; 95 s $ 
At leaſt ſhall begin with matrimony, where 
_ | Others. generally leave off, ſo Mr. May- 
nard, you may depend on her being 
ready to accompany you to church in 
leſs than a week, willing or unwil. 


ling. FH 


With this flattering promiſe, Charles 
now took his leave, after aſking permiſſion 
to wait upon him again the next day, 


when 
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vours, to find his charming 
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Im a more 
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when he hoped, by his o 
tion. 


poſed to give h 
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CHAPTER V. 


Hz was no ſooner gone than Mr. Men- 
nill rung the bell, and ordered a ſervant to 
| ſend Wilſon to him immediately. She, 

on entering the room, inſtantly perceived 
her maſter was in no very placid humour, 
and therefore compoſed her features accord ' 
8 


« © Come hither, - Wilſon,” ſaid he, 
Li and tell me ; honeſtly whether to your 
knowledge 


— wed 
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knowledge my daughter has had the pre- 
ſumption to form an attachment without 
my conſent? has ſhe given encouragement 
to any of the fellows ſhe has hitherto met 
with, mean?? 


« Lord, Sr: replied: Wide, „ be, 
ſhould I poſſibly know ? I am not honored 


with Miſs Mennill's confidence I'm ſure, 


and ſcorn to pry into the ſecrets of any 


ae 


] deſire,“ ſaid her maſter, you will 
ſcorn it no longer. Lou have now my or- 
ders for being a little more inquiſitive; no 
very hard or difagreeable taſk er a fe. 


male.“ 


Thank you, Sir,” ſaid Wilſon, with 
a curtſey, and one of her arch looks, the 


force of which ſhe well knew. | 
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Lock ye, Wilſon,” continued he, ©] 
have a match in view. for my daughter, 
nay more than in view, for every thing is 

ſettled ; *tis ſuch as ſhe. can have no rein. 
able objections to; a fine young fellow, 
heir to a title and good eſtate ; yet the per- 


verſe baggage has had the aſſurance to make | 


objections, of courſe unreaſonable ones; now 
they can only ariſe fromher being prepoſſeſ. 
ſed in favour of another; but be he who or 
what he will, I am no leſs prepoſſeſſed 
againſt him, becauſe my word and promiſe 
is given to the man of. my choice. What 
I want you to do is to ſift her, to watch 

her, to obſerve whether ſhe_ ſends or re- 
ceives any letters, and above all to per- 
ſuade her to comply with my will, without 
compelling me to uſe means which ſhe may 
probably deem harſh, for ſuch I certainly 
| ſhall have recourſe to ſhould ſhe dare to per- 
ſiſt in bes diſobedience ; my word ſhall not 
be broke merely to gratify her whims ; my 
honor is too far engaged for that. Do you 
comprehend me?“ added he. „ = 

% Oh 
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200 Pente Sir,” | replied Wilſon, 
ſmiling, and not. a little delighted with her 
new employment, ** I underſtand your 
honour to a tittle; let me alone for ſeeing 
as far into a young lady's mind as * jor 
in the three Fingdoms.” 
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-- very well,” replied Mr. Mennill, 
e ſet about it then without loſs of time. 
Belinda is now in her own apartment, 
here I have ordered her to remain till ſhe 
is diſpoſed to obey my commands like a 

| dutiful daughter as the ought; I ſhall dine 
out to day that ſhe may have the more time 
for ſerious reflections; give her to under- 
ſtand that I expect to find her at breakfaſt 
to-morrow w- cen in the Gſpoſition. 1 

wiſh, 95 


— _— 


7 2 
8 2 
c | R ; | 
— 8 * 
Sm - * 
8 4 4 * * * » 
: " CORES . 1 7 a 3 8 F £ we” 5 5 8 
. 8 * 
k 4 _—_—_— - 2 — - — — « — N N = 
9333 — * - — — ä —— 5 
. —— RI — — — — —— — — — — —— ” 
3 — 1 — — a. —— — 4 : - 
by _ % 2 — _ 
— a N N a 7 — * — 


RE = . 
. 
badd — * 


= 
M___—— SA FUE SE * EZ 
rd Et Saber, Crs 


Ke 
4 
14 
1 

1 

HEE 

15 
57 

1 
18 

4 


” Karte given theſe directions, and 
lis ſaid, how true I know not, alſo a chg/te 
ſalute to the ſmirking Mrs. Wilſon, he 
took his hat and cane and . 
out. . 
„„ Ibis : 
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This additional proof of his confidence 
in her, gave her no ſmall pleaſure ; ſhe had 
?tis true, even before this event been con- 
ſeious of ſome ambitious ideas. 


Maſters. had ere now raiſed ſervants 
from their humble ſtate. Love was a great 
leveller; who knows what may happen, 
thought Wilſon, eyeing herſelf in the glaſs 
and adjuſting a ſtraggling curl, for all ranks 
of females now find curls eſſentially neceſ. 


flary to their happineſs, who knows what 


may happen were Miſs | Menaill but 4 
diſpoſed r 


5 This idea gave riſe to many others no 
leſs flattering, and determined her to uſe 
her utmoſt endeavours to forward ſo de- 


ſirable an event. Never was mortal fo 


iümpatient to hear the bell for church as ite 
was that of her young lady's: ſhe liſtened 
with far more than her uſual attention, and 
when beginning to deſpair of ever hearing 
Ut more, the joyful ſound now reached her 
delighted 
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delighted ear. Up ſhe flew with ſurpriſing 
alacrity. W poidgs =, 9 8 


41s your maſter at home a faid Belin- 
das, as ſhe leaned on the deſk on which 


ſhe had been vriting. 


ce No Madam,“ c ſaid Wilſon, 8 het is this 


moment gone out.” 
by Does he dine at home ?” 


„ No, Madam.” 


«© Oh then tis time enough. I meant to 
have ſent this letter to him by you, but tis. 


no matter.“ 


"Wn Would you have it ſent to him ?” ſaid 
Wilſon, very unwilling to be ſo ſoon dil. 


miſſed. 


3 Why, do you then know where to find : 


bim ? 27 cried Belinda. 


| « Dear 


r N "©, r <Q —— . 4 4 
ne. 2 2 7 
* 


before,“ anſwered Miſs Mennill. 
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4 Dear me, eapliddc the ſly houſekeep- 
how could 1 be ſo filly ? No, indeed, 


| oy quite forgot that circumſtance in my bc. F 
ry to oblige you as far as * tis for = 


maſter, i is it madam : 20 


cc Yes, * thought 204 underſtood me 


« Very true,” faid Wilſon ; © all ! 


meant, Madam, was that had it been for 


any body elſe I ſhould have been jul as 


ready to take charge of it.“ 


cc ah du kin 1,” replied her 


f young lady; **. but l have no other buſineſs 


to trouble you with at preſent, ſo you may 


go.“ 


Poor Wilſon left the room without hav- 


ing had courage to enter on the ſubject 
neareſt her heart. There was a ſomething 
in Miſs Mennill's manner, tho? ever truly 
condeſcending and obliging, that forbad all 


improper 


3 
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improper familiarity ; yet if any mortal 
could have conquered this difficulty, it 


muſt have been Wilſon, who was bleſſed 


with as decent a portion of aſſurance as any 
perſon could reaſonably deſire; it failed 
her, however, on this occaſion, nor could 
ſhe find any pretence to fee her lady again 
that day. The letter mentioned above was 


as follows: R 


„ have your orders not to appear in 


your preſence, my dear Sir, till I am be. 
come ſenſible what is due to the authority 
of a parent. Sorry, moſt truly ſorry, am 
I to find you think J have given you cauſe 
to believe me ignorant of it. I hope I am 
not: and that on cool reflection my dear 
and ever honored father will do me the 


juſtice to believe the reluctance 1 ventured 


to ſhew to a compliance with his will, in an 
1 on which m_ the future happineſs 
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or miſery of my life wholly 83 did 
not, as you unkindly ſuppoſed, proceed 

from perverſneſs, but from a firm perſua- 
ſion, that as the wife of Mr. Maynard I muſt 
be completely wretched. 


«“ Ah, Sir is it poſſible that prejudice 
can ſo far blind you, as to fancy your Be. 
linda could behold, with any degree of pre- 
ference, ſo finiſhed a coxcomb, fo trifling, 
ſo very inſignificant a being? All this he 
is, I will venture to pronounce ; and I wiſh, 
Sir, you may not one day or other find 
even theſe epithets the leaſt exceptionable 

: part of his character. 


— 


e Pardon my prefaming to write thus 
freely of a perſon ſo highly favoured by 
you. As ſome atonement, permit me nv 
to give you my ſolemn, my moſt ſacred 

promiſe, that if you will ſo far indulge me 
as to ſuffer me to reject Mr. Maynard, I 
will never on any conſideration marry any | 
man who has not your approbation ; nay |; 
on 
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on that condition I would, did you, my 

dear Sir, deſire it, I would freely promiſe 

to live ſingle, ſince I am fully perſuaded 
that ſtate would be infinitely preferable, in- 
finitely more conducive to my happineſs 
than ſpending my days with a man 1 can 
neither eſteem nor love. 5 


Hou far a parent's authority extends, 
I preſume not to decide; but am perfectly 
ſure, from your paſt indulgence to your 
Belinda, I have nothing to fear from it. 
In this happy perſuaſion, permit me, my 
> dear a to ſubſcribe W II 
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M. 18 8 Mennill finding there was 0 
chance of having her letter delivered till 
next morning, as her father very rarely 
paſſed his evenings at home, and not being 
In a diſpoſition either for work, reading, 
or her harp, on which inſtrument ſhe was 


a great proficient, ſhe reſumed her ſeat at 
| deſk, and wrote as follows to her friend 


| Lady been: 


„„ . « Behold 
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* Behold your- poor Belinda, my dear 
Lady Sedley, a priſoner; yes, ſhe is now 
by the command of her father confined to 
her apartment till ſhe can bring her mind 


to look with as favourable an eye upon that 


conceited puppy Maynard as he doeg— 


need I add, my dear friend, if my reſto- 
ration to freedom is to depend upon that 
event, 'tis time I were beginning to reconcile | 
myſelf to my preſent ſituation, for never, 
never, can I quit it on that condition. His 
firſt viſit made ſo deep an impreſſion on me, 
that a ſecond was perfectly unneceſſary. 
I have however been favoured with a ſe- 
| cond, notwithſtanding : O that you, my 
dear Lady Sedley, had been a witneſs to 
the ſcene! To give you even a faint idea of 
his impertinence, his conceited familiaxity, ; 


is n but 1 will e 


30 


The creature came fully perfunded he 


had only to come, to ſee, and conquer, 


and next to do me the honour to aſk on 
"OE wy | would make him the karren of | 
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for even an early one: I lay to give you an 
| idea of it is impoſſible. Not dreaming 
that my father could on a further know. 
ledge of ſuch an animal ſeriouſly think of 
encouraging his impertinent hopes, I took 
the liberty to treat him as he defetved, that 


he had not the ſenſe to diſcover, taking all 
I faid as trovh 'of 8 wit owed VANE: 
258 . 4 : 


"ſhould be thus tormented en the aceount of 
ſuch a wretch? yet lo it: id; ünd by my 


. this early ſtage of the horrid buſineſs, 


determined to affert my claim to the li- 
derty of a free. born Engliſh woman. Lin- 
cloſe the copy of a few lines Þ have Juſt 
Vote to him in hopes of making my peace; 
how far I ſhall ſucceed heaven only knows. 
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men;—only his ſecond viſit obſerve z—yet 
had he the unparalleled aſſurance to preſs 


is to ſay with infinite contempt. But this 


44 Is it not cruel, my dear friend, that 1 


infatuated: father's harſh Proceedings even 


what may I not expect when he finds Iam 


Tha 4 
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That his temper is obſtinate, you, my dear 
Lady Sedley, know full well, and I now 
begin to find to my coſt that his notions of 
fatherly authority are carried fomewhat far- 
ther than I can readily believe juſtifiable. 
But will he take my word for that? I fear 
not, ſuppofing I durſt give him a civil hint 
that I 8 ſo. 


Wn Dol vu you, my amiable friend, 
write and tell me what you would adviſe 
me to do ſhould my father really proceed to 
extremities? 1 am not fond of playing the 
heroine, nay I ſhould even dread the 


thoughts of becoming the town talk; yet 


how am [I to avoid it if I have no alterna- 
tive but either to give my hand to a crea- 
ture I abſolutely deteſt, or to follow the 


| example of thoſe unfortunate Miſſes we 5 


read of in the ſame ſituations. Bad, very 

bad as the latter undoubtedly i is, yet I fear 

I muſt adopt it if the very worſt happens. 

It cannot be ſaid I fly from a rejected to a 
favoured one. To whom then do I mean 
17 FF 


o  BELINDA, OR 


to fly, your Ladyſhip 1 hope will aſk? be. 
cauſe in that caſe may I take the liberty to 
anſwer—to yourſelf, Will you, my dear 
friend, condeſcend to receive the poor Fugi- 
tive ſhould ſhe be compelled to take a ſtep 
of that deſperate nature? if not, I muſt 
ſubmit to the fate allotted me; for however 
great my courage may be, I feel J ſhould. J 
not have a ſufticient mare to ſet off at a 
venture. 


8 To $6 ih this requeſt was the chief 
motive for my writing at preſent. *Tis pru- 
: dent to look fwd to what may happen. 
I beg, my dear Lady Sedley, you will ſet 
my agitated heart at reit in regard to this . 
point. When ſecure of an aſylum with 
you till the ſtorm is blown over, my mind 
will be more at eaſe. Your ladyſhip is at 
liberty to read this to Sir James. He, I 
am well aſſured, will make no objections 
to any act of kindneſs his Harriot may 
propole. " Ne 


1 
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« Ah! what an idea muſt the amiable 
Edmond have formed of me if he believes 
I could voluntarily give my hand to a crea- 
ture ſo perfectly the reverſe of himſelf ? 
| Aſtoniſhing! that two brothers ſhould be 
fo totally different! *tis true I know but 
little of either, yet too much of one of 
them for my peace, nay perhaps of both: 
for 1 will to you my dear friend confeſs, 
the engaging, gentle Edmond's image is 
deeply imprinted on my imagination at 
leaſt, if not on my fooliſh heart. Tis 
aſtoniſhing to me that my father, knowing 
both as he no doubt does, ſhould give the 
preference to —— But I forget the too 
charming Edmond is not the heir : that is 
2 flaw in his character there is no getting 


over, I wiſh 1 knew what he thought 
of · — — 


% But how ridiculous ! Adieu, my ever 
dear Lady Sedley! I would gladly believe 
I ſhall not have occaſion to put your valued 
friendſhip to ſo ſevere a teſt as aſking yon 

7 te 
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to receive a run. away daughter. My affairs 
I. hope will take a more favourable turn. 
Let me have the pleaſure of hearing from 
vou 0 firſt leiſure hour, and belieye me 


1} 


Moſt truly your's, 


B. MxNNII L. 


— 


Wilſon 
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| Wilſon, eager to be engaged in a buſi- 
neſs ſo fitted to her talents, went next 
morning earlier than uſual to Miſs Men- 
nill's apartment to receive orders for the 
day. The firſt was, that ſhe would give 
the letter to her maſter with Belinda's duty. 
Gladly would the inquiſitive dame haye 
known its contents; but this was out of her 
power without a breach of truſt for which 
the temptation on this occaſion was not 
ſufficient. She took it with an air of the 
_ utmoſt reſpect, and immediately flew with 
it to the breakfaſt parlour, where Mr, | 


Mennill 1 was. 16 
3M A deer for you, | was ſaid the. 


" For ny laid he; © from whom, 
Fay 1 that 925 ſhould be mg bearer te 


0655 From Miſs Menn, 25 e wi. 


* * 1 4 1 | 
4 n . 0 « > F N ; 
7 : Br x # 
3-9 * ; 8 0 . — ® ad 5 
F | H 
* 3 — | l 


1 & ; f 
. MRS. ; n 
4 by 12 4 28 22 gh SOL} 26% t } 


1 ,BELINDA, OR 


He took it; nd having caſt his eyes 
over the contents, the ſagacious emiſſary 
ſoon perceived it gave him no great ſatis- 
faction. He threw it on the table, exclaim- 
ing © Sure a man needs be plagued with 
no greater curſe than an obſtiuate daughter. 
What would the girl be at? But no matter 
what ſhe ſhall never perſuade me that ſome 
other lover is not at the bottom of all this. 
By heavens if | knew where to find bim I 
' would put an effectual end to his impertinent 
hopes. But find him or not an end ſhall be 
put to them, and that too without farther 
delay. Here ſhe tells me, by way of ſhow- 
ing her humility truly I ſuppoſe, that ſhe 
will not preſume to decide how far the au- 
thority of a father extends, If the either 
cannot, or will not, 1 will make the point 
4 perfectly clear / to her, that the may depend 
upon. Don't attempt to deceive me, Wil- 
| ſon,” continued he; you certainly have 
it in your power to tell me whether ſhe has 
an attachment for any other. Let me have 
no prevarication: tell me plainly, do you, | 
or r do you not believe ſhe has ?“ 


Wilſon 
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Wilſon. judging it the readieſt way to 
make herſeif of importance in this affair to 
pretend a knowledge of her lady's ſecrets, 
after an affected pauſe, and appearance of 
reluctance to betray them, at laſt confeſſed 
| ſhe believed his honour's conjecture was 
but too well founded. *Twas:ſhe found in 
vain to attempt deceiving a perſon ſo clear 
ſighted as his honour. She had long feared 
what would be the end of it; ſhe had of- 
ten and often taken the liberty to hint. fo. 
her young lady that ſuch underhand doings | 
as a body might ſay could come to-no good. 
But what ſignified the advice of a poor * 
faithful ſervant; young Madam had W 
ſhy to her ever ſince.“ 


80 fo,” cried Mr. Mennill in a rage; 
„fine doings indeed! O mighty well, my 
pretty dear; you would live ſingle truly ra- 

ther than take the man recommended by 
your father, would you? Ves, yes, I'll be 
ſworn would you, but no longer than till 
you could contrive: ways and means to get 
into 
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into the hands of him you have thought 
proper to chuſe for yourſelf. But by all 
that's honeſt I'll have the ſtart of the fellow 
be he whom he will. He ſnall never make 
a fool of me, whatever he may make of 
Maynard; let him when he is once bis 
own fee to that.“ 9 5 


ie Na is it Mr. Maynard, that hand- 
-ſome, proper gentleman was here yelter- 
day, Miſs Belinda talks of with ſuch con- 
tempt? Is it him your honour wiſhes her to 
marry?” 


* 66 Him ; why to be fore it is,” \ replied 
her We who the devil elſe ſhould it 
be ?” 24 


* Well,“ cried ſhe, © I ſtand amazed! 
Why as you ſay, Sir, it muſt, it can be 
nothing but - downright perverſeneſs and 
contradiction to be ſure. Well, all I have 
to ſay is, that if what I have been told is 
true, the young man ſhe is dying for, as 
1! -- ok 
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one may fay, is no more to be compared to 
Mr. Maynard than Sir John is to your ho- 
nour : for I had a peep at them all as they 
came out of their carriage the day they dined 
here. There were two of his ſons I think ; 
pray may I be ſo bold as to aſk which 


of them was it that ours honour is ſo taken 
with! . 8 


„ Which! *. cried Mr. Menoill, a pretty 
z queſtion truly: „why the eldeſt to be 
ſure,” 3 gi oe RE 


Aye certainly, replied Wilſon; 
one would hardly give ſuch a fortune as 
Miſs Belinda will have to a younger bro- 
ther. That was the ſquire i in blue, was it 
not, Sir? never did J ſet eyes on ſo ſweet 
a looking gentleman.“ N * 


Then you never ſet your eyes on the 
other,“ ſaid her maſter, or you would 
not have made ſo fooliſh a ſpeech. Blue, 
indeed—no, the ſquire, as you call him, 

„ was 
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was in ſcarlet, and as far ſuperior to that 
ſneaking, ſober fellow, as a good guinea is 
to a enn nne 


. Ae Mrs. Wilſon founa berſelf on the 
wrong ſide of the poſt, but ſoon recovered 
that falſe ſtep by crying, Lord bleſs me, 
tis ſcarlet I mean. Well might your ho- 
nour call me fooliſh indeed. I wonder 

what I was thinking of. The gentleman in 
blue, though a pretty enough looking young 
fellow, to be ſure was not to compare with 
the other: no life, no ſpirit in his appear- 
ance. Indeed I ſaid then to John, who 
let them in, fays I—* him in ſcarlet for my 
money when he aſked me how 1 liked our 
new viſitors,” 


The wily dame now fearing ſhe might 
get into another blunder, 'aſked by way of 
changing the dilcourſe, * whether he would 

have her call Miſs Mennill down, or whe- 
ther his Honour would write her an an- 
ſwer . 


n ; 
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This queſtion, though a natural 'one, 
puzzled him. He pauſed a few moments, 
unable readily to determine, but at laſt _ 
her ſend her miſtreſs down. 


Belinda, delighted, half nor doubt but 
ber letter had produced the deſired effect, 


W little dreaming an enemy had ſtepped in 


and added fewel to the flame already kindled 
in the breaſt of her father. 1 need. hardly 
tell my readers this enemy was Wilſon, of 
whoſe talents for invention they have juſt 
had a pretty tolerable ſpecimen. Judge 
then how ſhe was ſhocked at the cruel re- 


ception ſhe. met waths on appearing. before 
him. 


925 So, ſo, Madam,” -exiad; he as. he en- 
tered, tis no wonder the man of my choice 
found no favour in your ſight; you were, 


I find, in too great an hurry to wait, and 


had provided one for yourſelf.“ Terrified 


deyond expreſſion at che fury in his looks, 1 


_ the Was going to clear herſelf from an ac- 
= | ulation 
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cuſation fo perfectly groundleſs, when he 
ſtopped her by inſiſting upon knowing who 
the raſcal was who had thus taught her to 
deſpiſe his commands. In vain ſhe pro- 
teſted, in vain ſhe wept. He would liſten 
to nothing but a confeſſion of what ſhe 
was in fact wholly innocent. Having ne- 
ver ſeen him thus enraged before, all her 
boaſted courage forſook her, and tears were 
the only anſwer ſhe had power to give to 
the 1 he aſked her. 


* 


Not having a doubt of Wilſon's $ EN 
the vile inſinuations ſne had thrown out 
agreeing but too well with his own con- 
jectures, he now with a thouſand oaths 
ſwore ſhe ſhould marry Maynard within 
two days, or go pennyleſs to the ſcoundrel 
for whoſe curſed ſake ſhe thus forgot the 
duty and affection due to her father. So 
ſaying, he again ſent her weeping to her 
apartment, repeating as ſhe went his or- 
ders that ſhe ſhould prepare herſelf to at- 
tend him to church on Thurſday morning, 4 
| = 5 
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it being wa Monday. To deſcribe her 
feelings at that cruel moment is impoſſible: : 
all hopes of happineſs now were at an end; 
for granting ſhe could avoid the threatened, 
juſtly dreaded marriage by flight, ſuch were 
her ſentiments that while under the diſ- 
pleaſure of a father, happy ſhe never could 
be. At ſome moments ſhe was tempted by 
abſolute deſpair to go down again and give 
her conſent; no longer caring whether ſne 
was wretched or not: but when ſhe called 
to mind the being to whom ſhe was thus to 
devote the reſt of her days, her heart 
ſhrunk with horror from the thought. The 
amiable Edmond too, though ſhe had no 
probable chance of ever ſeeing him more, 
would alſo obtrude himſelf on her ng. 
nation. 


Thus diſtreſſed, and unable to reſolve 5 5 


on any thing, ſhe grew painfully impatient 
for an anſwer from Lady Sedley. But 
two days between her and certain miſery! _ 
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two ſhort days! She hardly knew whether 


ſhe moſt wiſhed or dreaded their being over, 
that ſhe might know her fate :—however 
dreadful, ſhe thought it could not be more 


painful than her preſent ſuſpence. 


CHAPTER 
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N EXT morning the earneſtly wiſhed for 
letter was brought her by her own maid 3 
luckily no orders had yet been given to ſtop; 
them, at leaſt, to any perſon except Wil- 
ſon, nor indeed had ſhe received any ſuch 
explicitly; ; yet, 'tis moſt certain, her offi- 
cious zeal would have led her to do it, had, 
it fallen in her way. The contents, which 
were as follow, gave her the firſt gleam of 


comfort ſhe had enjoyed ſince this affair 
had been 1 in agitation. 
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& Your letter, my dear Belinda, has ex. 
ceedingly diſtreſſed me; do not miſtake 
me, and for a moment fancy I am going to 
reject the flattering offer you have made us 
of putting yourſelf under our- protection, 
in caſe there ſhouid be a neceſſity for your 
23 ſuch a ſtep; no my beloved girl, 
Be aſſured our hearts, as well as houſe, 
0 all be open to receive ſo amiable a 
gueſt. 
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Make yourſelf eaſy then, my dear girl; 
and, if Mr. Mennill's unaccountable in- 
fatuation ſhould really tempt him ſo far to 
forget the tenderneſs ſo juſtly due to you, 
fly to us, inſtantly fly, and be alſured of 
the kindeſt wee 


vet, that I may have nothing to reproach 
myſelf with, let me aſk you, my loye, are 
you, can you be quite certain that a far- 
ther acquaintance with this ſo highly fa- 
voured Maynard, might not reconcile you 
to him by diſcovering your qualities 
Which 
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which - you Our: kitherto' | have + ober. | 
looked? N 33 b 34 11 


I think I ſee my Belinda turn up ber 
pretty lip at this martonly interrogation 
but having thus done my duty, if your 
heart anſwers in the negative, and if you 
muſt either take him, or turn heroine, as 
you call it, pray of two evils let us chuſe the 

| leaſt; leaving your father's houſe to fly to 
mine will ſurely be as faultleſs a ſtep as 
the nature of your fituation will 'admit of. 
They muſt be very rigid mortals indeed 
who would not hold it guiltleſs: nay. I 
am perſuaded, if upon mature reflection, 
with ſuch a ſhare of underſtanding and diſ- 
cernment as you are miſtreſs of, you con- 
tinue to think of him as you did 1 5 
moment you wrote the letter now. | 
| me, he muſt be not only unworthy of you, : 
but your father's. prejudice will alſo, eva 
ra 2 a Tarthar ns with him, 
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But this i js not all L have to ſay to you, 
my dear Belinda, and what remains will, 
I hope, give you pleaſure ; Sir James is 
obliged to be in London to-morrow, where 
he has buſineſs which will probably detain 
him a week or a fortnight. I had not quite 
determined to accompany him till I re- 
ceived your letter, tho we had talked of it: 
but I now am, not only that I may be near 
him, but you alſo, in caſe of accidents. 


Should you be obliged to eſcape from ty- 
ranny, it will be far eaſier for You, my 
dear, to reach Wimpole-ſtreet in ſafety, 
than Windſor, for 1 preſume you will be 
obliged to come unattended to either. 


Depend then on my being in town a very 
few hours after this letter; and if I can be 
of any poſſible ſervice, you have only to 
command me; Sir James bids me ſay the 

ſame thing for him, a trouble I believe | 
might have ſpared myſelf, fince you know 


the real regard he has for you - 
Adieu 
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Aeg my dear ſuffering girl! 1 truſt 

all will yet be well. Will you pardon my 

Y forgetting even to mention your favourite 
Edmond. I will not interrogate you again, 

Belinda, or 1 might, you know, aſk, on ſo 
ſhort an acquaintance, you could contrive 
to diſcover ſuch perfections in him. 


| Becauſe, anſwers. my Buer friend, they 
were fully as conſpicuous as his hvile, 
impertinent brother's defects. 


Farewell! 


e —F 4 Teas Fever. 
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This Win was > indeed a cordial to Ye 
of drooping ſpirits of poor Belinda, half her 
_ troubles at leaſt ſeemed to vaniſh as the pe- 
155 W 2 its 1 contents. 


why ſhould I thus diſtreſs „ myſelf, 3 
ſhe, why give way to deſpair? Surely duty 
cannot demand that I ſhould become a vo- 
luntary ſacrifice, merely to pleaſe the ca. 
price of an unfeeling father—impoſlible— 
nor will I—tis ſufficient if T never marry 
without his conſent. This I certainly will 
Never do, at leaſt T think 1 never will. 
Why then, by what law, human or divine, 
has my father a right te compel me to 
' marry a man I deteſt ; no, I will fly to my 
amiable, my generous, kind friends. While 
under their protection, I need not fear the 
cenſure of the world. Thank heaven I 
have ſo eligible a reſource. Away then 
with theſe horrid fears; 1 will weep no 
more, but with becoming for titude await the 
hour that muſt decide whether I am or am 


not to Wespe their obliging invitation. 
9h Win 


down. 
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With her heart more at eaſe than when 
ſhe laſt addreſſed him, ſhe now again wrote 


to her father the moſt ſubmiſſive letter any 


reaſonable man could poſlibly deſire, pro- 
miſing obedience to all his commands, 
would he but permit her to reject Mr, May- | 
nard. Wilſon was a ſecond time ſent 


- WS 


„ What hav? we here,” cried he, as ſhe. 
with ſimpering looks preſented it to him: 


] truſt the young lady has found Iam. 
not a man to be trifled with, and is come I 


to a proper why of thinking.” 


 «  bope'ls, Siri Bid Willow * Pha 


ſure if ſhe is not; ſhe but ill deſerves the 


bleſſing of ſo Oo 195 Las a fa- 
we 4 


While he uttered this batte ſpeech, 


he was glancing his eye over the paper, 
but ſoon found he was diſappointed in his 
expectations. With a look of indignation 


be 5 | 
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he threw it from him, and bidding her at 


her peril bring him any more ſuch imper- 


tinent ſcrawls, ordered her to return and 
tell his daughter ſhe had heard his laſt, his 
final determination, and had only to pre- 
pare herſelf accordingly. 


Up went the ſelf important Mrs. Wilſon, 


who delivered her meſſage in due form. 
Belinda, during her abſence, had been re- 
flecting in what manner it would be wiſeſt 
to behave, ſuppoſing this letter alſo failed 
in its purpoſe—a little diſſimulation ap- 
peared to her the beſt 8 ſhe could 


adopt. 


wat Well, ”. ſaid: 10 all is over then, 


and J mult I find ſubmit to my fate.” 


„That's a dear 8000 young lady,” cried 
Wilſon, quite delighted to hear matters 
were likely to take ſo deſirable a turn. 
„ O how pleaſed will my maſter be, how 


happy will this ſubmiſſion make him, and 


| you 


a ons hk tO 


W 
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you too, Mils; 1 am ſure, yes perfectly 
ſure, for a finer, handſomer, comelier 
gentleman than Mr. Maynard I never ſet 
eyes on.“ | ; 


„J am glad,” replied Miſs Mennill, 
« my determination is likely to give ſuch 
general ſatisfaction; you may go,“ con- 
tinued ſhe, “ I wiſh to have a little leiſure. 
to reflect on the important change that is ſo 
Jon, ſo very ſoon to take place in my 
ſituation.“ 
« Aye, no wonder, my dear young lady, 
no wonder. I have your permiſſion then, 
have I not, to make my maſter quite 
PE. en . 


« Oh by al means if vou can,” an- 
wered Miſs Mennill; „ it has ever been 
iy firſt wiſh tat he ſhould be ſo.” 


Wilſon, with a 3 ſmile on her 
addy countenance, STO and ew to by 


e eis en 


impart the glad tidings to her maſter. 
Their joy was mutual, nor am I certain but 
they both at that happy moment had an eye 
to an event not unlikely to happen in 
conſequence of this fortunate revolution. 


Mliſs Mennill was now ſuffered to dine 
With her father, and all animoſity ſeemed I 
totally forgotten, He was kind ; and ſhe 
appeared, if not extravagantly happy, to. 
lerably content. 


Being fully ne to put herſelf un. 
der Lady Sedley's protection the next 
morning, her only wiſh now was that the 
day might paſs without a viſit from her im- 
pertinent lover; but this was not to be; 


Mr. Mennill had inſtantly informed him 


Belinda's reluctance was vaniſhed, and he 
hoped to ſee him that afternoon. He came 
early —-how was ſhe mortified to be thu 
obliged to hear all his inſignificant, un- 
meaning ſpeeches without a frown, or 
daring to rally him as ſhe had formerly 


done! + 3 
e 
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The hours he ſtaid appeared endleſs. 
She every moment peeped at her watch— — 
ſhe hinted having letters to write—orders 
to give—'twas all in vain, He was in rap- 
| tures now at her knees now viewing his 
| irreſiſtible perſon in the glaſs, ſwearing he 
was the happieſt of mortals. | 


The moſt intolerably conceited you mean, 
though Belinda. 5 


At laſt ſhe complained, and not without 
truth, of a violent head ach, and begged _ 
leave to retire. | To this her father conſent- 
cd, but as ſhe left the room, bid her with a 
ſmile remember Thurſday morning. 


Charles on bis knees echoed the in- 
junction: and, in ſpite of her efforts to f 
prevent it, preſſed her hand to his lips. | 


| The two gentlemen now talked the matter 
over by themſelves, and having ſettled every 


N thing for the important hour, they parted 
; | tor that day. 


Mr. 
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Mr. Mennill, however, met Sir John as 
aſaal at the coffee-houſe, and there in high 
good humour talked it over once more with 
him. [It was agreed the parties concerned 
were to meet in Portland Place on Thurſ. 
day morning, 2nd from thence proceed to 
church; wedding finery could be procured, 
they very wiſely. conſidered, juſt as well af. 
ter the ceremony was over as before, for 
they had ſome reaſon to fear delays might 
be attended with W 


75 Belinda was of the lame opinion, and 
therefore early next morning, having put 
up a few of her moſt valuable effects, ſhe, 
before the prying Mrs. Wilſon had opened 
her ſharp eyes, ſlipped out unperceived by 
any of the family, and getting into the firſt 
chair ſhe met with, was ſafely conveyed 
"00 Sir James Sedley's in e 


5 So. great were her agitations while ol 4 
in the arms of her affeQionate friend, that 
it was not without difficulty ſhe yon 
23 prevent 
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a 
prevent her fainting. A glafs of water 


ROWEYEr relle ved her. 


© Compoſe yourſelf, my dear creature, 
_ cried Lady Sedley, leading her to a ſopha 
and ſeating herſelf by her; © you are now 

ſafe, my love; you have nothing farther to 

tear. I am ſorry things are brought to this 
_ extremity z. but do not, cannot blame my 
Belinda, nor will any reaſonable, unpre+ 
W Neben, Lam certain,” 


Miss Mennill now told her that the very 
next morning had been fixed on to make 
her a wretch for life—ſhe had been com- 
pelled to deceive her father by letting him 
believe ſhe. would no longer perſiſt in her 
diſobedience ; this ſhe confefſed hurt her 
teelings beyond expreſſion ; but what could 
ſhe do—had ſhe not given hopes of this 
nature, was it not too probable ſhe might. 
have been ſo narrowly watched as to have put 
it out of her power to eſcape ; © and then, 
added ſhe, 0 what muſt have become of 
me 2 
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me ? But I tremble leſt my father,” con- 
tinued Miſs Mennill, © ſhould ſuſpect I am 
here. What if he ſhould come himſelf to 
enquire | PP: 


« You forget, my desk, aid Lady 
Sedley, that he does not know we are in 


town; and I had the precaution before I 


left the country, to leave orders with my 
people, in caſe any enquiries ſhould be 


made, to ſay we were gone to Scarborough ; 


ſo all we have now to do is to let as few of 
our ee as we can know | We are 


How kind, how conſiderate have you 


5 been, my dear friend! I had indeed for- 


got that circumſtance; but do for heaven's 


lake tell me, do you think my father will 


| be inflexible ? do you think he will? ſurely 
when convinced, as he muſt be by the ſtep 
1 have taken, how unconquerable my re- 


| e was to the wretched match he 
had 
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bad ſo unfortunately projedted, he will for- 
give and take me again into favour.” 


% No doubt of it,” replied: her friend; 
cannot doubt it; but. we muſt have 
| patience, we muſt give his paſſion time to 
ſubſide. This is the firſt, the only fault 
he can accuſe you of; and I think when he 
comes to reflect coolly on the ſubject, he 
will do you juſtice, and be ſenſible ' tis 
himſelf not you, that is to blame for what 
has e 15 


Sir James now joined them, and declared 
he was of his Harriot's opinion. Miſs 
Mennill now began to acquire ſome-degree 
of compoſure, and endeavoured: to adopt 
the comforting ſentiments of her friends, 
and being ſeated at the breakfaſt table, 
| they laid down the beſt plan they could 
think of for keeping: themſelves contealed,. 


but agreed, ſhould. Mr. Mennill diſcover 


their being in town, and make any enquiries, . 
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they would evade as far as poſſible giving 
him the information he deſired. 


In this ſituation let us leave the friendly 
party, and next ſee how matters went on in 
Portland Place, 


CHAPTER 


= 
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CHAPTER I 


Wison had orders from her maſter 
to have an elegant breakfaſt prepared for 
Thurſday morning; his carriage to be 
ready, &c. He had invited a female friend 
to accompany his daughter to church, tak- 
ing that trouble upon himſelf, pretty well 

convinced, that though Belinda had given 
her conſent, ſhe was not ſo delighted with 


the buſineſs as to have any farther hand 1 


in it than Was abſolutely neceſſary. 


— 


Sir 
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Sir John and the exulting bridegroom 
promiſed to be with him early. Poor Ed- 
mond was forgot: no invitation, though 
promiſed, was ſent to him. In fine, the 
important morning came. Wilſon had re- 
peatedly tapped at her lady's door; but 
finding it locked, contrary to her uſual 
cuſtom, concluded ſhe wiſhed not to be 
hurried. I forgot to mention that circum- 
| ſtance at the proper moment. Belinda, 

when ſhe left her apartment, had locked 
the door and put the key in her pocket: 
with what view is uncertain; but as in fact 
it could anſwer no good purpoſe, I am in- 
clined to believe ſhe knew not, in the flurry 
her ſpirits were then in, that ſhe had done 
it. After, as I ſaid before, repeated tapping 
at her door, poor Wilſon had nothing for 
itt but to wait till Miſs Mennill's bell ſhould 

Ws ring : for though this was intended as a 

4 ſummons for her own woman, ſhe on that 
day meant to be no leſs ready with her at · 
tendance than Mrs. Betty, 


« Lord. 
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Lord bleſs me!” cried. the identical 
Mrs. Betty, who now alſo came up, won- 
dering ſhe had not yet been called for, 

« what can my young lady be about? 1 

have been in the fidgets theſe two hours, 
longing to be employed in dreſſing her o 
the beſt advantage.“ 991 


8 N ay Hen: knows,” replied Wilſon ; 
e here have I been waiting and waiting *till - 
| Tam weary. Surely ſhe cannot be aſleep 
till now on ſuch a day as this.” 


At that ment. the 900 Abigails, to 
their utter confuſion, heard a carriage drive 
to the door. | 


+ Mercy on us,” cried they both_in a 


breath, “ as ſure as I am a living ſinner the KM 


company are arrived. th 


« Down ran Wilſon to have a peep, 
and inſtantly returned ſcreaming “ It was 
Sir John and his fon mt All ceremony was 


7 


134 B E L IND A, OR 


now at an end: they both knocked and 
called with all their might, but all to no pur- 


“Lord have merey on us !” cried the 
terrified Betty, * as ſure as I live Madam 
has put an end to her life. I always 
thought how it would end. What could 
my maſter expect better? He will now, 
when oo: late, repent of 1 her incli- 
nations.“ . 


O you frighten me out of my very 
wits!” cried Wilſon, a little conſcience 
ſmitten. © What ſhall we do? how in- 
form her father of this deſperate deed—tor 
it muſt, it muſt be as you gueſs: Alas: 
that ever 1 ſhould live to fee chis dreadful 
day?” 


52 At this moment a ſervant came with or- 
ders to Mrs. Betty to haſten her Tong 
lady, as breakfaſt waited, 
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« Aye, and it may wait long enough be- 
fore my young lady partakes of it,” replied 
Betty, and ſobbing, for ſhe truly loved 
Miſs Mennill. A fine hand SE have 
made of it amongſt em.” | 


« Why, what is the matter?” faid 
Toe „C 09 


“ Matter y» eta the women both in 
*S i breath, e why Miſs Belinda is dead.” 5 


ds Dead b exclaimed 1 John, ſtaring with 
affright, and his hair ſtanding an end, 
« what in the name of heaven do you 
mean?“ 


| « Mean, ; cried Betty, * why that ſhe 
has as ſure as I ſtand here alive, hanged 
herſelf; for we have been knocking and 


banging at the door theſe two hours, and 
cannot make her hear.” | 


uh * And which of us 5 three,” ſaid the 
„ terrified | 
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terrified John, © is to carry this news 
kn to. our maſter ! Not J, 1 Promiſe 
9 


« Nor I,” cried Wilſon: 


. Nay, nor I,” ſaid Betty. Vet if 
you both go I dare not remain here Pm 
ſure,” looking over her ſhoulder as ſhe. 


— : 


ys What are you looking at ?” cried 
Wilſon, ſtarting, „did you ſee any 
thing p23 | | | 5 . | 


67 hardly know whether I either ſee or 
hear,” replied Betty, for my part, Do let 
us all go down together.” 0 


The parlour bell now rang with vio- 
lence. s | 


c Mercy on us,” 1 the. trembling 
; ME LE, Cs. 


THE PAIR FUGITIVE 137 


group, what ſhall we do, what. can we 
dh 299 | ; 


* 


« Say,“ anſwered John, why tell the 


truth to be ſure my maſter could expect 


no better.” n 


Down they went in a body withcut cere- 


mony, each of them preſſing the others to 


go foremoſt, They had no ſooner opened 
the door of the apartment where the gueſts 
were aſſembled, than Mr. Mennil] wonder- - - 


ing what ſo many of them wanted, cried— 
„where is my daughter?“ 


60 Where,” replied Mrs. Wilſon, putting 


her handkerchief to her eyes to hide her 


want of tears, in heaven by this ume, 


Sir, | Bere ; 


Up ſtarted the whole party ; 4 terror and 5 


amazement in their looks. 


* Mercy on us! what does the woman ; 
win 


LD” 
4 On RI” et 


Fa - . Fo 
8 > 
1 
SOPs. 4 
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mean?“ cried they all in a breath, © I; 
Miss Mennill dead then! 25 


0 BAY O gentlemen | 5 ſaid Wil. 
fon, « *tis too true I 1 for- WT 


6 Vow fear br exchimed ber maſter, in 

| fome meaſure comforted by the words [fear, 
which implied a doubt, © ſpeak inſtantly | 
in a manner to be underſtood, woman, 


nor thus torture me in acve e how is 
Belinda: "4 


Ah Sir, as I ſaid before, I fear ſhe has 
committed ſome raſh. deed, for her door is 
locked; we have been knocking and 
ſcreaming at it for theſe two hours, but e can 
get no anſwer,” e 


„ Merciful heaven! what is it I hear ?“ 
ſaid Mr. Mennill, conſternation, and grief 
on his countenance; at the ſame time going 
towards the door, all the company following 

him with inexpreſſible confuſion, the mor- 
. bs T7... 
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tified Charles of the number muttering as 
he went, © by Jupiter this is the greateſt bore 
| ever met with, this is carrying the joke 
too far, I think the alternative was not quite 
ſo deſperate,” ſtealing a ſide glance as he 
_ paſſed a large mirror. They reached Miſs 
Mennill's door; it was {till locked, her 


father called her, entreated her to open it, 


for he could not perſuade himſelf to believe 
any thing more was the matter than ſome _ 
remains of her former reluctance, which 
but for a degree of apprehenſion . that the 
ſervants conjectures might be right, he would 
have ſeverely condemned, he called and 
called in vain, his fears, his terrors now 
again took poſſeſſion of him; with a voice 
ſcarce articulate he ordered the door to be 
forced open, when to the aſtoniſhment of 
the whole party on entering the room, no 
Miſs Mennill was to be found either dead 
or alive. They now gazed on each other as 
if to find an explanation of this myſtery. 


Every cloſet, every corner was minutely 


anche even Places where it was utterly 
impoſſible | 
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impoſſible ſne could be, were not omitted; 
never ſure did a ſet of well dreſſed beaux 
and belles make a more ridiculous appear. 
ance than thoſe we are now talking of; 
but the principal figure in the piece was the 
poor mortified, creſt fallen Charles, he 
looked—but 'tis not in my power to de- 
ſcribe 300 he looked, and to compleat his 
embarraſſment, every eye was fixed upon 
bim of courle.” -- ; 


08 Why, where in the name of heaven” 
cried the now half diſtracted Mr, Mennill, 
can the headſtrong perverſe gipſey have 
concealed herſelf? here ſhe certainly is not. 
The whole houſe now underwent a tho- 
rough ſearch; all the ſervants were 4trictly 
queſtioned ; no intelligence, no glimmer- 
ing of light could be procured, conſequent- 
ly they were obliged to conclude the young 


lady had fairly given them the ſlip by run- 


ning away. Tas not a very pleaſant cir- 

cumſtance, nor was it by any means flat- 

mg to the vanity of Charles, their ſitua- 
| | tion 
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tion was awkward beyond conception; for 
ſome moments after they returned to the 
room they had in ſuch confuſion quitted, * 
ſilence almoſt n enſued. 


At laſt, © this is, 1 mult be confeſſed, 
a very fooliſh piece of buſineſs,” ſaid Mr, 
Mennill. See my friends what it is to be 
plagued with the charge of a daughter. 
That ſhe has behaved like a fool there's no 
diſputing, the caſe is too clear; however, 
my good friend,” addrefling himſelf to Sir 
John, and endeavouring to ſet the matter 
in the faireſt light he could, © will you be 


kind enough to look upon it merely as a girl. j 


iſh filly trick and {till with to ſee the affair 
concluded in the manner you expected it 
would have been by this time? I will un- 
dertake to promiſe it ſhall ; no fear but 1 
| ſhall find the ſly and undutiful baggage, and 
find her too, I'll be ſworn, cured of her 
folly ; ſhe will not find every houſe fo con- 
venient as ſhe has ever found mine, no, no, 

take my word for it ſhe wall be glad to re- 
turn 
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turn before the week is out. What fay 
you, young gentleman, have you a ſtock 
of love ſufficient to hold out till we recover 

the fair fugitive, or has this ſpecimen of ber 
, ne damped yours? 


e Pore gad, replied Charles, I am quite 


petrified with aſtoniſhment, I never once 


conceived, I was the kind of being from 
whom a lady would run away, the circum- 
ſtance is I confeſs new to me; Miſs Men- 
nill's taſte I flatter myſelf is rather ſingu- 


lar,” and he caſt his eye on his friend the 
mirror who confirmed his affertion, © yet 


if a ſtock of love is alone wanting to bring 
our affairs once more in train, proceed, my 
dear Sir, with vigour, I am till your man, 
my courage is not fo eaſily damped, the 


more difficulty, the more honour, a con- 


queſt too cally. gained loſes half its 


charms.” 


% Bravo,” cried Sir John. 


« And 
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« And brave 1 echoed Mr. Mennill ; 


« ſpoken like a fellow of ſpirit, cried he, 
Belinda ſhall yet be your's, taking his 


hand and giving it a hearty ſhake, I here 
ſwear by all that's ſolemn and facred ſhe 
ſhall if in the land of the living, though 
ſuch a reward is rather more than ſhe has 


any claim to.“ 


No matter,” ſaid Sir John, © let us 


ſet her an example worthy her imitation ; ; 
we all have ſome faults, ſome failings ; we 
muſt bear and forbear, forget and forgive.” 

Iheſe ſentiments met with general ap- 
plauſe, and nothing now remained in order 
to reſtore all things to peace again, except 
finding the fair runaway.. Much was ſaid 
by every one in turn concerning the way 
moſt likely to ſucceed, and each one pro- 


miſed to uſe their beſt endeavours for this 
purpoled, _ 


Charles ſwore he would get 4 ſoarch 


warrant to examine every houſe in Lon- . 
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don, and had not a doubt but "ls propiti. 
ous ſtars would guide him to the object of 
his adoration ; again he was applauded for 
| his ſpirited ſpeech, and the party broke up in 
order that no time might be loſt in the bu. 

ſineſs. 5 | 


* i 
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M R. Mennill was no ſooner left to him- 
ſelf than he began to conſider where it was 
moſt probable his daughter could be. It 
muſt, he thought, be at her friend, Lady 


Sedley's, at leaſt he determined to enquire . 


there firſt. A ſervant was inſtantly dif- 
patched to Windſor. He had ſo little doubt 
of her being there that he felt only ſome 
| HB . e 
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don, and | had not a doubt but his propiti. 
_ ous ſtars would guide him to the object of 
his adoration; again he was applauded for 
his ſpirited ſpeech, and the party broke up in 
order that no time might be loſt i in the bu. 
ſineſs. : | 


Chap. 
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M R. Mennill was no bone left to Mis. j 
ſelf than he began to conſider where it was 
moſt probable his daughter could be. It 
muſt, he thought, be at her friend, Lady 
Sedley's, at leaſt he determined to enquire 
there firſt. A ſervant was inſtantly dif. 
patched to Windſor. He had ſo little doubt 
of her being. there that he felt only fome _ 
| H VR 1855 
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degree of impatience for the melſeriger's 


return; but how was he ſhocked, ſurpriſed, 
and enraged, on finding when he did re- 


turn that Sir James and Lady Sedley had 


ſet out for Scarborough ſome days ago | 
He was utterly confounded, nor knew what 
ſtep he was next to take ; all now depended 


on mere chance; he had no clue to guide 


him, not the moſt diſtant idea where to en- 
quire next, nor was it by any means a 


5 pleaſant undertaking to be thus in a man- 


ner compelled to expoſe both himſelf and 


is daughter. He was provoked and en- 


raged beyond all expreſſion; and repeated- 
ly vowed if ever he did diſcover the place of 


her retreat ſhe ſhould ou repent her un- 


f Os conduct. 


25 Tek. by 1 the ſhall !” 1 he, 


as he walked up and down the room in the 

moſt violent agitation ; all I regret is 
that my word is given to ſo fine a young 
_ She but ill deſerves ſo enviable a 
fate; were it not that I bave promiſed, that 

1 = my 


3 
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my honor'i is ſolemnly engaged, by all that's 
good I would marry her to a cobler who 
ſhould ſoundly thraſh her bones every day 
of her wy” 


-ay ah hy paſſed o on, 1 no tidings 15 
could be heard of her. All their enquiries 
were fruitleſs; and in ſhort they were 
obliged to give up the point, truſting that 
accident might, when they leaſt expected 
it, do more for them than they had Deen 
able to do for themſelves. 5 : 


Near a month Wy now ROO fince the 
day on which Mr. Mennill flattered him- 
ſelf he ſhould get quit of all his cares, by 
having his daughter well married. Ed- 
mond began to think it rather extraordi- 
nary that he heard nothing from either his 
father or- brother about the affair as they 
had promiſed he ſhould ; he felt a degree 
of impatience, mixed with a degree of 
hope of he knew not exactly what; he 
grew anxious to know how matters went on. 

br 2 "The + 
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The image be: the lovely, but as: he be 
lieted, the infenfible Belinda, haunted his 
imagination without ceaſing. mw Perhaps,” 
he. would at fome moments fancy," * ſhe 
had after all refuſed Charles; tis moſt cer. 
tain, I faw no ſymptoms of partiality for 
him in her behaviour.” Vet had the not 
conſented to be his —ſhe had yes, even 
before ſhe faw him, her word was given. 
He ſighed, and wiſhed to drive her too 
charming idea from his mind ; be tried it, 


but tried in vain. Detern afed to! know 


the truth as the only remedy for a paſſion 
his reaſon condemned, he bad ſome 
thoughts of going once more to town; this 
he gave up- he would next write to Charles 
Eno, he feared. ruſting his pen on the 
ſubject to him. At laſt, unable to conquer 
* curiolity for which he could not account 
to his own ſatisfaction, he reſolved to write 
to a friend of his then in London, to WH 
he could do it, and make what enquiries 

=: - pleaſed without any ſeruple. They were 
Ou regular correſpondents $ indeed he 
5 was 


* * 
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was at that very. time wondering he had 
not lately heard from him. Next morning 
was ſet apart for this purpoſe; but before 
the day was at an end the following letter 
was brought him from that very friend. 


EDWARD WHARTON, Ix 
1 


know you have for ſome time, Edmond, 
been looking upon, if not very eivilly calling 

me a lazy idle fellow. Appearances I con- 
feſs are rather againſt me : but you are not ; 
to learn, my are not always to be truſted, 
TY 


209 - + 


150 | 2 ELINDA, on 


fo let chat fuffice at ben 5 of a 
detail of the whys and wherefores, I have 
other matters to treat you with more to 
my taſte and your s too I hope. 


. . * 
5 * N - 


KATY bs £47 
* ws * a” 
1 JF Oy Le 
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Pray has Charles, that 1100 of pupppiſm, 


yet ſent you a ſummons to attend his nupti- 
| als?—in your laſt you told me you daily ex- 
pected it. Lay aſide thoſe fruitleſs ex- 
pectations, Edmond. Oh have fo joyous 
a tale to unfold, could I but hope to do it 
even common juſtice, as will ſerve you to 


laugh at every day of your life, were you to 


live to the age of Methuſalem. The town 
is ringing with it ; but you have no doubt 
heard of it; you muſt; and I have of 
_ courſe loſt the joy of making you die with 


laughing. However, upon a ſuppoſition 
that you may _ here goes. re X 


The day of * was a fixed—Miks, : as ho 


w 1 ſays, had, | during the whole courſe 
of the negociation, been rather refractory 


or 
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or ſo; but that was got over: the day, as 1 ; 
was TY you, was fixed. 


Charles and bis father, dreſſed a merveille 
no doubt, and bien poudre, ſtepped into 
their carriage elate with hope and all the 
other pleaſant ſenſations an affair of this 
nature muſt naturally give riſe to, and 
| drove to the temple of his divinity ; two 
or three other friends were alſo invited to 
accompany the happy pair to church; his 
ſaid divinity had not, it was conjetured; | 
finiſhed the labours of her toilet when the 
bridegroom arrived. He caſt bis wiſhing 
eyes around, but found not the 8. nd g 
were in n ſearch on 


Mr. Mennill a. and felt for ik; fs 


rung the bell. Let your young lady 


know,“ guoth he, 4 we are n for 
the favour of her company; or words 1 
preſume to that effeck. 


They _ 


They waited—again they waited no 
Miſs Mennill. Again the bell was rung; 
half a dozen male and female ſervants 
popped their heads into the room all at once 
looking like ſo many ghoſts, pale, quaking, 
quivering, and almoſt ſpeechleſs, with 
 terror—their young lady. was not to be 
found! 


. my dear Edmond, can you, 
is it in nature to fancy a more joyous ſcene 
af confuſion than that which followed this 
extraordinary intelligence? Do not flatter 
yourſelf with hopes that I mean to deſcribe 
it ; J know the extent of my tante rather 
better chan that comes to. | 


| FP Not to be found, i en one. 


K Not to be bound . ſcreamed ano- 

6 No, not to be found,“ cried the 
5 croaking, meſſengers ; * we cannot open 
Miſs 


— 
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Miſs Belinda's'-x door, -and therefbre 
conclude ſame miſchief has happened; in- 
deed, indeed, Sir, pleaſe your honors, we 
fear ſhe hab made N with hefſelf as the 


1 


hy sf wenn dw oder mod: d 1501 580 
| 4 16 450705 259% 01 19105115 fy 


e Confound your ugly fates,” eried her 
father, „and is this all? and fo becauſe 
Miſs Mennill choſe to lock her door, you 
choſe to give us this curfed alarm. Get 
bout of my ſight this moment, or Ti} make Ml 
ht with 4 14 al of Je, as. hear IE = i, 
c | | —_— 
it will not. Forty Edineailh; this his ex- | 
200 the dialogue that paſſed on the ever 
memorable OO; but of courſe. ſome- 
_ oe . Hogs 107 rm 5 
114 an > 11 111 1921 n 
1% 10 {ng up this all flew, or hobbled, MM 
ai to their abilities .in- point of Iii 
_ ſpeed; Knocked, called, ſereamed. n an. 
ſwer; — ſtared — looked aghaſt on each- WY 
ee mom wich. herſelf, as che ay - T 
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ing is, occurred to them—horrid—yet not 

fingular—rather ſo indeed for a young lady. 

The door was now forced open; the bird 
Was flown, actually flown, Edmond; nor 
have they yet been able with all their- wits 
to diſcover to what corner of this habitable 
glode the has taken her * i 


And 90 ends my an 1 knits you to 
make your own comments on this delecta- 
dle hiſtory, Edmond. I have laughed 'till 
L am weary- think of that firſt of all pup- 

pies, that brother of your's being the Hero | 

upon ſuch an occaſion, How I enjoy the 
fellow's mortification, and adore the girl 3 

ſpirit! 14 ? 
If I am not miſtaken, I think you wrote 
me you had ſeen Belinda, and that ſhe was 


off—what a triumph; but where to find 
_  her?—aye, there's the rub, Edmond. oO 
. Prithee leave your ſhady groves and purling 
Rreams; and come to tony: | ſhall remain 
here 


THE FAIR FUGITIVE 155 


here a month longer at leaſt; do come, 
and let us have a joyous. laugh together ; 
about this ridiculous Ou 8 


5 3 Charles dess nee glee up the point 
— her father ſwears ſhe ſhall yet be his in 
ſpite of men and devils. They forget the 
damſel is probably long before this time 
the lawful property of another; my life for 
it, ſhe did not eſcape from one lover but to 
fly to another more to her taſte. But come 
to town, and let us ſee how the buſineſs 
will end- do order your boots and. ſet 


Fours, 5 


ELywanp: WHARTON.. | 


I leave 
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I leave my readers to imagine what an 
effect this letter produced in the mind of. 
Edmond. He was breathleſs with impa - 
tience to get to the end of it, and when he 
bad done fo, ſcarce knew a word that was 
in it diſtinctiy. Again he read it, nor 
cauld even then credit his ſenſes—a thou- 
land hopes, a thouſand fears by turns took 
poſſeſſion of him. He knew his friend's 


| liyely imagination, and that he embelliſh- 


ed every ſtory he told by his facetious man- 
ner in relating it Ignorant how deeply he 
was intereſted in it, he had probably ex- 
aggerated the circumſtances, nay perhaps 
put ſuch a finiſhing ſtroke to it, as he, in 
the gaiety of his heart, thought it ought to 
have had, inſtead of that it had in rea- 
19 0 „ . 2 

be e moment he celolred. to ſet off 67 
London, and the next, ſaw it could an- 
ſwer no purpoſe, ſince the lovely Miſs Men- 
nill was not to be found there; he then de- 
; termined to write to Wharton, entreating 


him 


him to enquire minutely into the affair, and 
to learn the real ſtate of the caſe; but 
above all whether it was generally believed 
ſhe was gone off with another. This plan 
he thought moſt adviſable, and n 7 
put it in execution. 1 


10 BDWARD | WHARTON,! = 
br N . _ 


Your moſt aſtoniſhing letter, my dear 
Wharton, has raiſed ſuch a tumult in my ij 
breaſt that I am more than half diſtracted ũ ³ꝑ6U6 
—you will ſtare; and readily believe me 
by this beginning ſo very contrary to wat 
you no doubt expected. My ideas are in 
ſuch a ſtate of perplexity and confuſion, JW 
that T find it . ae to FORO, e 1 
fo clearly; as I wiſh, K | 


o Ks * 5 
” 7 a” p 


| Suffice | 
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Suffice it to- fay, that 1 love, E adore Miſs 
; Mennill<judge then what are my feelings, 
at this moment. You are not deceived, 
Edward; I did write to you that ſhe was 
| handfome,, but that was OY little. | 


- 


On my going with my fakes and dw 
ther to pay my reſpects to her, as one 
whom they aſſured me was in a few days to 
be his wife, I found her not merely hand- 
 ſome—had that been her only perfection, 
never ſhould I have envied his fate; but 
ſhe is lovely beyond all power of expreſ- 
ſion; her form angelic ;. her voice, her 
manner—all, all formed to captivate the 


i moſt inſenſible heart. I paſſed one whole 


. day in her engaging company what a day 
bat could I think —I knew it was the 
_ firſt on which ſhe had: ſeen Charles, this 
he had told me. Yet ſhe had conſented. to 


be his. I had my father's, I had his word 


for it; what could I think, I fay, but that 
charming as ſhe appeared her heart was 
abſolutely a ſtranger to every ſentiment ak 
WITS delicacy ; 


delicacy ; my reaſon condemned her; dut 


led againſt its dictates, and I left her in 
a ſituation of mind more painful than my 
greateſt enemy could have wiſhed me; 


firmly perſuaded ſhe was to give der hand to 
my brother, I fled. I hoped abſence and cool 
reflection would convince me ſhe conid not, 
vich the ſentiments I had ſuch apparent re- 


{on to aſcribe to her, be the amtable crea- 


ture ſhe appeared, and never ſure did wo- 
man appear more enchantingly ſo than ſhe 


did. I fled from the too charming object, 


Edward, in hopes to regain the peace I 


had ſo fatally loſt. How I ſhould have ſuc- 


ceeded I know not; but your letter gives 
me reaſon to believe the wound has been 


deeper than I imagined; a gleam of hope 


has rekindled the flame I wiſhed to ſmother ; 
yet I will not ſwear I had even got ſo far as 


to wiſh uh .* 


Thus mw have, my dear Edward, in re- 
turn for your biltory, that of my heart. 
Need 
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my heart, my eyes, my every fenſe rebel- 
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5 Need I ſlay. more, or can you gueſs: that] 


depend on you for a more particular ae. 


count of this, to me, Incereſting: revolu- 


n a4 4 4 3 
« 
S ? * * 
1 1777 1, vittend 45 
by * * 


14850 your e as you value my 
peace, to learn the truth, and let me in. 
ſtantly hear from. vou, Pill then J leave 


vou to imagine the condition I ſhall'be in: 


à thouſand hopes, ten thouſand. fears, will 
55 turns agitate, the heart of your 10955 
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lections, impatiently waiting for a ſecond 
letter from his friend, let us now lay a = b 
words enn Ray brother, . 1 


41 8 . 
»s. ih 

$. > 3 . 
3 1 


The aifappotntmient he bad met with was i 
a ſevere blow on more accounts than « one: ' 
Such was, however, the happy portion of 1 
vanity he poſſeſſed, that he was leſs mor- —— 
tified by it than any other man "tis pro- 25 | 5 
| bable would have been ; for he very wiſely. W | 
ſet it down to the lady“ 8 want of taſte and 
diſcernment; but tho his vanity was not. 
much hurt, his Falſions were —his paſſions 5 
1 5 1 


4 9 5 
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I fay, becauſe his heart had no more feel. 
ing or ſenſibility than a flint; but he ad- 
mired her perſon, and would have given 
all he was worth to poſſeſs it; yet there 
was a {till greater cauſe for curſing his ſtars, 
as he perpetually did moſt heroically 
this was the loſs of her fortune—his fi- 
nances were in a moſt deplorable ſtate ; ; 
over head and ears in debt. In ſpite of 
his father's blind partiality he had not cou- 
rage to let him into the true ſtate of his 
affairs; one circumſtance there was indeed 
he had ſcarcely courage even to think of it 
| himſelf; but bad as it was, he flattered 
dimſelf it would not riſe up in judgment 
againſt him, till he by ſome fortunate ſtroke 
or other, found himſelf in a ſituation to 
ſettle it in ſuch a manner that ſhould give 
him no farther trouble. He had Mr. Men- 
_ nill's promiſe that his lovely daughter ſhould. 


£1 ſill be his could: ſhe_ but be found, and he 


booked upon it as a folly | to ſuppoſe ſhe 
would not ſooner or later. With this flat- 1 
tering hope, day after day went on, but 
no accounts could be obtained. = g 

Charles 


o 


Charles was one evening ſtroling home, 
after having paſſed it with a party of his 
gay companions at a tavern, when-as he 
walked on he obferved two 1ll looking fel- 


lows attempting to rob a gentleman at the 


corner of the ſtreet he had juſt turned into. 


He inſtantly ſtruck at one of them before 
he had time to ſee who gave the blow; it 
made him ſtagger; the other now faw him, 
and took to his heels, his companion fol- 
lowing as faſt as he could. The gentle= 
man whom they had knocked down was 
not ſo much hurt as Charles feared, yet 
had received a very ſevere blow on his 
_ temple. He got up and expreſſed his gra- 


_ titude for the favour ſo kindly done him in 


his thus coming to his aſſiſtance, but found 


himſelf rather giddy by the blow. Charles 
offered him his arm; the gentleman 


thanked him, while accepting it, ſaying he 
had not fifty yards to go, and begged. he 
would do him the favour to ſtep into his 
houſe that he might have an opportunity | 
not only more fully to expreſs his gratitude, 
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burt alſo to know to whom he was ſo much 
= obliged. In a few moments they reached 


the door; they both went in; but! imagine 
if you can, my fair reader, what was 
Chbarles's aſtoniſhment to find two ladies 
ſitting engaged in chat, one of whom was 
no other than Miſs Mennill. He ſtarted— 
Belinda turned pale as death, and ex- 
claimed“ good heavens, what do I ſee? 
Mr. Maynard !”—and had nearly fainted, 
Jo unſpeakable was her ſurpriſe on ſeeing 
the man of all others ſhe leaſt wiſhed to ſee 
Introduced by Sir James W 


Her friend ſtood petrified with aſtoniſh- 
ment in hearing Miſs Mennill name him, 
nor was Sir James leſs ſo. All the pre- 


cautions they had hitherto taken to prevent 


her being diſcovered were in a moment 
rendered abortive by this unlucky acci- 
dent; for ſome moments they all ſtood 
ſllent, unable to expreſs the various emo- 
tions this ſtrange event had produced 
5 che ladies cagerly gazing on Sir James, ex - 
8 | FO 
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pecting an explanation, finee it was im- 
poſſible they could guels that mere chance 
was alone to blame * 1 had unfortu- 
oY ne 
At laſt Charles, who certainly had leaſt 
reaſon to be di iſconcerted, however ſupriſed, 
cried—* was ever man ſo bleſſed, thus to 
find, when leaſt expected, the lovely ob. 
ject, whoſe cruel flight has rendered me from 
that diſtracting moment the moſt wretched 
of human beings; ah do not, do not, my 
charming Miſs Mennill, damp my preſent 15 
joy by thoſe killing frowns, that forbidding | 
coldneſs; did you but know what your | 


. 9 Charles has ſuffered | you would not | be 
I. Ms 1 „ = 


$a. 7; 


2M Thek: Mr. Maynard, * wed Belinda, | 1 | j 

interrupting him, got you will ſpare yourſelf 4 

the trouble of attempting to deſcribe ſuf. | U | 

ferings which I am pretty certain you „„ | 

ther do, nor are capable of feeling. „„ 

yup that tender regard for me, you. ridicu= 
g | ouſly 
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louſly pretend, would you, as | you have 


done, thus have drawn on me a father's 


| diſpleaſure ? no, Sir; a man of ſentiment, 


a man of any delicacy, would ſcorn to owe 
the hand of the woman he adored, as you 
affect to call it, to parental authority only; i 


how you have contrived to gain ſo great 2 
ſhare of his favour, you beſt know; but 
e me leave to aſſure you mine you never 
can. 


12 Cruel Miſs Mennill,” 25 repliec Charles, 


e thus to doubt the ſincerity of a paſſion 
fervent as ever warmed the breaſt of man ; ; 


your father's partiality does me honour; 1 


glory in it, and ſhould think I but ill de- 


ſerved the place you reproach me for having 


gained in his eſteem and friendſhip, could 


I be weak enough to reſign the invaluable 


treaſure he encourages me to purſue, and 
which he has generoully Prone ſhall be 
mine. 


N 0 W 2 fam, | lod 


. | 
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<« The treaſure moſt dear to you, Mr. 
Maynard, he has my free conſent to be- 
ſtow upon you whenever he thinks proper,” 
anſwered Belinda; ©. but you are moſt 
egregiouſly deceived if you fancy even the 
authority of a father ſhall have power to 
od you my hand with it.“ 1 


ir 18 finding there was no proba- 
bility that an amicable end would be put to 
this unexpected interview, now addreſſed 
himſelf to Charles, ſaying—** tho' chance, 
Mr. Maynard, has laid me under an obli- 
gation to you, and tho? no perſon can be 
more ſenſible of it than I acknowledge my- 
ſelf to be, yet ! muſt take the liberty to re- 
mind you that it grows late,” looking at 
his watch. Miſs Mennill is flurried— 
her health may ſuffer—you now, Sir, 


know where to find her at a proper 
hour,” ” | 


"He rung the bell. A kraut * bs 
peared. " "on 


* Would | 
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Maynard: ? I would offer you my carriage, 
but fear it will detain” you too Er before 


tempt to ſoften the heart of his lovely mil. 
treſs; 3 but finding it in vain, was compelled | 
to take his leave, fully determined to go | 
inſtantly and acquaint her father with this 
joyful diſcovery. He flew to Portland Place; 
but how was he mortified when informed 
Mr. Mennill was not yet come home ; did 
they know where he was to be B ? he 
aſked—they did not, was the anſwer, He 
was half out of his wits at this unlucky ac | 
cident, He next went to the coffee houſe | 
he generally uſed, with no better ſucceſs, 
The fact Was, Mr. Mennill was gone to 
dine with a friend at Blackheath very un- 
expectedly, and did not return till the fol- 
| lowing evening; Charles f in the mean time 


*® 


OTE Would you babe a chair called, Mr. | 


it can be got ready.” of 


Charles bowed his hs and declined 
accepting either. Again he made an at- 


running 
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running in ſearch of him from one end 
of the town to the other till 222 light. 


While he was thus employed, Miſs 


Mennill and her friends held a haſty con- 


ſultation what ſteps they were next to take. 
She found by Mr. Maynard's converſation, 
he was till encouraged by her father, and 
in no humour to give her up: to return 
home then would be to run into certain 
miſery, and to remain where ſhe was would 

come to the ſame thing, ſince her father 
would of courſe force her to do ſo the mo- 


ment he knew where ſhe was. To prevent 


this there was not an inſtant to be loſt— | 


it was now palt twelve 0 clock. 


e Order be chaiſe,” cried, Lady 
88 after a pauſe of a few minutes; 
„ my dear Sir James, tis a fine moon 


light night; I will, as ſoon as it can poſ- 


ſibly be got ready, convey the dear girl to 

Oakhill Farm, tis not thirty miles from _ 

London, we may reach it in a few hours. 
5 I can 
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I can depend upon my old friends there; 
they will be proud and happy to render 


every thing agreeable to her. Their daugh. 

ter is a good creature, and will play the 
part of an Abigail mighty well. I can be 
back here by dinner to- -morrow, and have 


an hour or two's reſt into the bargain; 


when I return, you and I, my dear Sir James, 
will conſider what reception we are to give 


to thoſe who. come in Went of the fair fu- 


e ; 


The poſt chaiſe and four was "that mo- 


1 ment ordered; yet Sir James, tho? he ap- 
| proved of the plan upon the whole, was 


fearful leſt ſome accident ſhould happen to 


them on the road, and fifty other fears; 


he wiſhed to be their conductor himſelf, 
rather than truſt them alone; but gave up 
the point at their united entreaties, as they 
aſſured him there could be no danger; a 


highwayman was all they had to apprehend, 
and for this they would make up their 
minds As well as purſes, In fine, after 


: us 1 


= 
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putting up a few neceſſary articles, away 
they drove, and were actually on the turn- 
pike road in leſs than an hour after the plan 
was formed. | 


They arrived at Farmer Thompſon's about 
fix o'clock in the morning. Great, it may 
be imagined, was the ſurpriſe of the good 
folks to receive ſuch unexpected gueſts, 
An excellent breakfaſt was got ready with _ 
all expedition. This revived them. Lady 
Sedley, in a few words, gave the neceſ- 
ſary orders in regard to her young friend, 
and after taking an hour's reſt tenderly em- 
braced her early charge, bidding her adieu, 
and promiſing to write every particular of 
what might happen on her return, got into 
her carriage, and was in Wimpole street 
by one o'clock. She had the precaution 
however to quit it at ſome diſtance from 
her houſe, taking a chair, to prevent as 


far as poſſible the obſervation of her r neige 
bours. j 


i i 
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: Thus was che! important point got over 
without any accident or loſs of time. Lady 
Sedley was in high fpirits with her ſucceſs, | 
and enjoyed the thoughts of the diſappoint- 
ment ſhe had prepared tor the unfortunate 
| lover. | 


Have we not t mmagell this duſineſs 
moſt delightfully, my dear Sir e he 
faid her * | 


Indeed you have, my e's replied 
| he 3 © but to tell you the truth, I fear the 

moſt puzzling part of it yet remains: pray 
what are we to ſay to her father and his in- 
| tended fon F...-\ 


= 1 vow 1 do not exactly know that,” 
replied Lady Sedley, *-tis rather an auk- 
| ward Pre of buſineſs 1 muſt confeſs.” 


She pauſed a moment; 4 at laſt cried 
'« will you, my dear Sir James, leave that 


wholly to me; a- thought has juſt ſtruck 
me, 
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me— tis ridiculous I grant; but never 
mind that, 1 is Mr. Mennill's Mole pro- 
ceeding.” | 


1 Moſt willingly.” anſwered Sir James, 


« ] haye n deſire to eee it I do al. 
ſure you.“ 


Oh but you muſt play your part too 
in the farce,” replied the; one Han 
former will never do.“ 


6 Well, and what e am 1 to ſup- 
port prny's 15 cried Str r James, ſiniling, 


* Why only this,“ aid her ladyſhip: 

„ when the parties concerned arrive, re- 
ceive Mr. Mennill with your uſual civility | 
as if nothing had happened. Should 
Charles be with him, bow to him as a per- 
ſon you never till that moment ſet eyes on; 
appear aſtoniſhed at any enquiries they 
make concerning Miſs Mennill, and leave 
the reſt | to me; I am ſenſible I ſhall be 


compelled. 2 
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complied to tell a few ibs, but it ſhall be 
as few as poſſible. This is my plot, and 
tho' I may not firmly perſuade Mr. Mennill 
that the ſtory Charles has told him is ab- 
ſolutely a dream, he ſhall at leaſt be ſo 
_ puzzled and confounded as not to know 
l whether it is or not.“ 


Sir James laughed 4 at the drollery 
of her ſcheme, feared ſhe would not be 
able to keep it up; but promiſed to ſecond 
her to the beſt of his power. He was juſt 
going to take his hat in order to 80 out. 


66 Heavens ” cried her ladyſhip, 60 what 
are you going to do? you forget the farce 
may for aught we know be on the point of 
beginning. Depend upon it they will be 
here in a few minutes. My wonder.) Is 7 
have not arrived long ere now.“ 


Sie refamad ble lee. Her ladyſhip fat 
down to her tambour, endeavouring to ac- _ 
quire courage and compoſure for the ſeene 


the 
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ſhe had to go through. Why the gentle- 
men were ſo late, my reader knows al- 


ready I preſume. Mr. Mennill had been 
at Blackheath. Charles's impatience for his 


return home may eaſily be conceived: 


fifty times was he, as ſoon as the morning 
dawned, on the point of going to Wimpole 


| ſtreet, but as often conſidered his going 
alone could anſwer no purpoſe. He ſent a 


ſervant however to watch the door: alas! 
he was many hours too late for making 5 
any diſcovery j 3 all was 9 and quietneſs 


there. 


At laſt Mr. Mennill irfived at his Abs. 
where the reſtleſs and almoſt ſleepleſs Charles 
not only aſtoniſhed but highly delighted 

him with the important intelligence he had 

to communicate. The old gentleman now 

_ curſed Blackheath and all its inhabitants, 


but conſoled himſelf with the thought that 


he ſhould of courſe find the run-away at 
Sir James's, ſince he with reaſon concluded 
their nttermpting to conceal her noꝛo could 

= a anſwer 5 
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anſwer no purpoſe after ſhe had been fcen 
there. The carriage not having been diſ. 
miſſed, they now both entered it, and with 
no ſmall emotion drove to Sir Charles 
Sedley's. But however violent their's might 
be, Lady Sedley's was infinitely more ſo 
when ſhe heard their rap and he! them en · 
ter into the houſe. 


« How 40 you. do, my TN. friend yy 
ſaid Sir James, cordially taking his hand, 
and at the ſame time making a polite bow 


to Charles; I truſt you bring Lady Sedley 


and myſelf ſome pleaſing intelligence: 
have you heard any __ ag her young 


Friend?“ 


n rden b. cried phe tel ulbege 
looking firſt on one and then on the other; 


© what the devil does all this mean ?”. 


Mean, my dear Sir,“ faid her lady- 
ſhip; * did you then ſuppoſe we were ig- 
norant 1 the unfortunate affair that has 
biven 
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given vou ſo much trouble and uneaſi- 
nefs ?? | 


No, by the Lord I ſuppoſe. no ſuch 
thing, becauſe I have pretty good reaſon to 
ſuppoſe the. contrary,” And white ſaying 
this he caſt an inquiſitive glance to n 

corner {of the room. : 
225 « ] fear, Mr. 1 replied Lady 
Sedley, © by the manner in which you ex- 


frequent. enquiries ; but the truth is we 
thought it could anſwer no end except giv- 
ing you trouble; well aſſured you would 
kindly inform us when you had any news 
likely to give us pleaſure, and ſuch I con- 
feſs I hoped was your motive for this vi- 


QT 12 LETT 5 5 ; 
. All this is Ohh 3 to me, 


looks of amazement: Sir Agen is your 


preſs yourſelf, my dear Sir, you have f 
thought us negligent in not ſending more 


1 all that's good ! b cried he riſing, win 
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lady in her right ſenſes ?—are you? am 1: 


Charles, continued he, what ſay you to 


all this? can you W N head or tail of it, 
for curſe me if I can.“ 


ce Fore aud; ” cried Charles; e *tis as 


complete a bore as ever I had the honour to 
meet with. All I have to ſay is that I had 
the felicity laſt night, very unexpectedly 
indeed, to pay my devoirs to your charm- 
ing daughter in this very room, if L am 
not n miſtaken.“ HL 


* Sir, 'cried Id Sedley, as if ſhe had 


not comprehended him, pray may I beg 
you to repeat what you was ſo good as to 


ſay, for I fear 1 did not N Oy underſtand 


"you? wy 


;.6 The devil you did not!“ cried Mr. 


Miennill; © I am ſorry to ſay I fancy your 
ladyſnip's intelle&s are not very clear this 
morning.“ 


— 


| cc Indeed 
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«© Indeed I believe you are right,” r 
plied ſhe; “ tor to tell you the uh 1 
was a fad rake laſt night, We dined with 
a large party ; from thence went to Rane- 
lagh ; and did not return home till I am 
almoſt aſhamed- to ſay how late this morn- 
ing. People go to public places now at 
ſuch ridiculous hours there 5s no "enduring 
we.” . 1 8 


Sir James found it nearly impoſlible to 
keep his gravity; Charles ſtood ſtaring with 
his eyes on the full ſtretch, as if trying to 
diſcover whether he was or was not | 
awake. 


„ Look ye, Sir James,” cried Mr. 
Mennill, * all this may, for aught I know 
to the contrary, be very clever, very witty, 
and all that, but as I have other buſineſs at 
preſent, I will take it as a favour if you 
| will be kind enough either to call my 

daughter down or let me i Rep up 20 fetch | 

her,” 55 e 


% Nay, 
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been raking all night as ell as  Our- 


nill,“ anſwered he with an emphaſis, © is 


not in this houſe then you would perſuade 
me, would a * 


„I ſhould ſuppoſe it would require no ex- 
traordinary ſhare of eloquence to 0 [ 


w_— What the i is not here then, hey ? % 


„ pray do me the favour to tell me what I 
2 am to think of all N 8 


with looks of amazement, tis the moſt 
unac- 


Nay, Mr. Mennill,” cried Lady Sedley, 
affecting to ſmile, © I ſhall be tempted to 
believe, if you carry this joke much far. 
ther, that you too, my good friend, have 
ſelves.” 7 


ce What? my . Belinda Men- 


45 0 my 3 5 dad Sir James, 


No, upon my honour! * 


+ Charles,” cried he turning to bim, 


Fo © By all that's 8 | whiniical, 7 „ ee 15 
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unaccountable affair I ever had the honour 
to be engaged in. I can only repeat that 
1] was happy enough to do that gentleman” 
E bowing to Sir James—* a trifling piece 
of ſervice laſt night, that he in return very 
politely aſked me into his houſe; that in hit 
houſe to my unſpeakable joy and ſurpriſe, 
I faw, and converſed for ſome time with 
Miſs Mennill. Py: 


E. [ee faid 8 Sedley, interrupt- 
ing him, © of what nature was the ſervice 
you mention! FE” 


« ] mean not to boaſt. of | "ah 8 
dam,“ replied 81 found Sir James 
likely to be robbed by two ill look- 


ing raſcals, and had the good fortune I be- 
lieve to prevent N 


ce Oh now 1 Eaſt” we tall come to ry 
right underſtanding,” | faid Lady Sedley. 
« My dear,” added ſhe, turning to. a 
James, this young - gentleman , is pretty 
nearly right, tho' not quite.” 


60 Ii Ys 


% dN On 


I begin to underſtand the matter per- 
fectly, anſwered he.— Then turning to 
Charles —“ the miſtake you are under, Sir, 
is now eaſily explained; you have in the 
firſt place only taken one door for another; 
Sir james Selby, who lives in the very 
next houſe, was, our ſervants inform us, 
attacked laſt night while we were out; and 
I think, my dear, they alſo mentioned the 
aſſiſtance he ſo fortunately met with from a 
n 5 


« 80 my daughter, it would appear, has 
all this time been your next door neigh- 
bour,” cried Mr. Mennill, © and I am to 
believe you knew nothing at all of the 
hm ah | | 


n * 
** 


« And 7,” ſaid Charles, interrupting 
him, © am 70 believe 1 never till now ſet 
eyes upon that lady and that gentleman ; z the 
reſemblance between the Selby's, 1 think 
you call them, and yourſelves mult be un- 
commonly mg indeed, or I muſt be 
horn 
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horridly blind that could miſtake one for the | 
other. Pleaſe heaven, I will this moment 
go and have a ſecond peep at my new 
friends; if I go on at this rate I ſhall make 
a pretty conſiderable addition to the num- 
ber of my acquaintance. Be comforted, 
my dear Sir,” ſpeaking to Mr. Mennill, 
our troubles muſt I think be very near 
at an end ſince we have got within a door 
of the dear conan he was Wwe 
his hat for that 7 2 1 


"00" 4 am ſorry to "Infor you the family 
ſet off early this morning for Scarborough, 
ſaid Sir James Sedley, ©* ſo that you can- 
not, ſo ſoon as you wiſh, improve the in- 
with them ſo happily commenced.” 


« Oh damn Yearbyrotigh, „ cried Mr. 

Mennill, out of all patience, ** you too we 
heard ſome time ago were gone for that 
place; but perhaps you were _—_ allo taken | 
for them” Eh A 
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1 Why al ' replied Lady Sedley, 41 | 
ing, <« I fancy not, as we were there about | 
a month or ſix weeks fince ; but had we | 
. I ſhould not be in the leaſt ſurpriſed | 
at your having heard | it, for a thouſand : 
things are reported in this good town of 
ours which have no foundation; but if, as | 


this young gentleman affirms, he really ſaw 
and ſpoke to my lovely young friend ther: 
laſt night, I confeſs I am xather ſurpriſed you 
were ſo late this morning in making farther 
enquiry, tho? as it unluckily happens you 
could not very well have called before the 
hour they ſet out; indeed if Miſs Menmill 
actually was with them, which forgive me, 
Sir, if I can hardly yet give credit to, tis 
more than probable they hurried out of 


town on purpoſe to avoid them,” 


„ Why that,” fad Mr. Mennill, 40 b, 
as your ladyſhip obſerves, likely enough; 

as to the reaſon of my being ſo late, the 
truth is 1 knew nothing of the matter till 


within this hour; 1 happened to be out of 
town. 


3 
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town. But who the devil are theſe Selby's ? 
I never heard the girl mention them, yet 
they muſt be on a pretty intimate: footing 
or they would not take the trouble of gal- 
lopping up and down the country in this 
manner to pleaſe her curſed whims and 
fancies, and N her in her diſs 
obedience.” at 


0 Upg ws at” ſaid her ladyſhip, 
| © I have not the pleaſure of their acquain- 
tance, nor did I ever, as you obſerve, Sir, 
bear Miſs Mennill mention them; which 


there muſt be ſome miſtake.” 1 


3 Oh Wy" * 3 cried Charles, 
W © if I am compelled to diſcredit my eye- 
light in regard to your ladyfhip. and Sir 
James; the univerſe combined ſhall never 
perſuade me I did not both tee 2 talk to 
tae cruel Belinda. . e 


makes me, I confeſs, ſtill inclined to think 5 


6 3E LINDA, OR 


Well, 'tis a confounded piece of buſi. 

neſs altogether,” ſaid Mr. Mennill, “a 
ever I met with, from beginning to end; 
however, Charles, fince we have got ſcent 
of the huſſey, we'll even purſue it; ll be 
curſed if ſhe eſcapes me now; and by my 
ſoul theſe Selby's ſhall pay dear for dining 
me ſuch a jaunt.“ 


ce You mean tha, to follow them: 2 faid 
Sir James. 


-« Follow them,” ' replied the other, 4d 
be ſure 1 do; but don't miſtake me—not 
for love of the girl believe me; no, no, 
"ſhe has effectually done for herſelf in that 
particular; but ſince my friend Charles 
here has not got the better of his love, as l 
have of mine, and till wiſhes to have her, 
by heavens, he ſhall, were it only that I may 
break her heart ; for I find ſhe has thought 
proper to engage her affections elſewhere, 
without taking the trouble. to conſult her 
father upon the occaſion,” | 3 


1 


So ſaying, to the unſpeakable ſatisfaction 
of Lady Sedley, they took their leave. 


my glaſs take myſelf for ſomebody elſe,” 


* 
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Charles, as he walked to the door caſting a 
doubtful eye around him, as much as to 
ſay, “if this is not the identical houſe I was 
in laſt night, I ſhall not wonder if hereafter 

I forget my own name, or when looking in 
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CHAPTER Xl. 


Nur now proceeded to Sir John May 
nard's, to whom they related the blunder: 
ing ſtory, informing him of their reſolu. 
tion to ſet off next morning to Scarbo- 
rough, wiſhing he would make one of the 
party. This however Sir John declined, 
laying three could not conveniently travel 
in one poſt chaiſe, and either of them go 
ing in another alone would be rather a dull 
piece of buſineſs. Next morning then the 
father and hopeful ſon ele& ſet off without 
a doubt of ſucceſs, in purſuit of the fair 
fugitive ; and Lady Sedley, being pretty 
well recovered from the fatigues of the pall 
day, as ſoon a as $ breaktall was over fat down 
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to give Belinda an account of all that had 
happened | ſince they parted. 


Her ladyſhip? 8 better, though fall of hu- 
mour and vivacity, yet contained in ſub- 


ſtance merely what we are already acquaint» 


ed with, ſo 'tis not neceſſary to inſert it. 
Il found Miſs Mennill as comfortably ſet- 
tled as could well be expected, ſurrounded 
as ſhe was by ſtrangers only. The family 
conſiſted of farmer Thompſon, his wife, and 
one daughter. Mrs. Thompſon had for- 
W merly lived with Lady Sedley's mother, and 
was a very worthy, ſenſible woman; Fan- 
ny was a fine blooming girl, about twenty, 
Io whom her father, ſhe being an only 
child, could give three or four hundred 
pounds on the day of her marriage, hap- 
den when it would, without oats | MACH 
and wite E oh 


. 


Theit attention to every wiſh of Mis 
Mennill was unremitted. Why they were 
thus nee with her company they knew 

not, 


Cf! 


not, and had too much good ſenſe to en. 
quire. It was enough to know Lady Sed. 
ley had herſelf brought her there, and gi. 
ven them the ſtricteſt charges to pay her 
every poſſible reſpect as her moſt intimate 
friend. This they ſoon found would be: 
moſt pleaſant taſk. Fanny was from the 
day of her arrival taken from all other 
work, that ſhe might attend wholly upon 
her young lady, as ſhe now called her. 


That Belinda's mind was by no means a 
eaſe, is moſt certain: She lamented her fa 
ther's ideas of what would make her happy 
* ſhould unfortunately differ ſo widely from 
her own. She Was ſhocked | to find by 
what Mr. Maynard ſaid at the unexpectel 
meeting, that he continued in the ſame wal 
of thinking. While he did ſo ſhe could 
not bring herſelf to think of returning 
home, and therefore endeavoured to recon 
cile herſelf to her preſent ſituation till thing 
ſhould take a more favourable turn. In 
deed there could hardly be a more pleaſan 
| ituation; 


if 
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ſituation 3 t the houſe was better than ſhe . 
had formed an idea of; and the country, 
as far as ſhe could ſee rc it, appeared 
particularly fine. Fanny too. had aſſured 
her it was ſo, and moreover that at about 
half a mile diſtance there was a gentle- 
| man's ſeat, which was reckoned one of the 
moſt beautiful places in the county. The 
gardens, continued the communicative 
Fanny, are quite delighful: I am ſure, 
madam, you will be no leſs ſo to walk there 
now and then; and J am well acquainted 
with the head gardener, who often calls 
here, and ſometimes brings my mother 
and me a noſegay : the will be proud to 
ſhew them to Wa. at any time I am 
lures? f 


Miſs Mennill thanked her for the intelli- 
rence ; and as -ſhe was fond of walking, 


ou agreed to go the firſt fine morning. In the 
ng mean time Lady Sedley's account of her 
In- interview with her father and lover diverted 
ſan her highly, except that ſhe felt rather hurt 
on 5 e 


at 
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at his being ſent on ſuch a wild goofe chaſe 
to Scarborough. This ſhe at firſt could not 
entirely approve of, yet on mature reflec. 
tion hoped the journey and change of air 
might be of ſervice to him, as he took too 
little exerciſe in general for his health. 


She had not long to wait for a fine day; 
the very next was uncommonly ſo; and 
Fanny did not forget, when the carried up 
her breakfaſt to remind her of her intended 
Walk. She readily undertook it, accompa- 
nied by her delighted guide, who innocent- 
ly took every means in her power to make 
the place appear to the greateſt advantage, 
by exaggerating the beauties of that delight- 
ful ſpot. However upon the whole, her 
little excurſion far exceeded her expecta- 
tions, for ſhe had not followed the gar- 
dener through half the pleaſant windings 
and turnings of his little paradife, . as he 
called it, before, turning haſtily round to 
Belinda, he cried “ as 1 live, there is 
Jy; maſter—1 am certain he will be highly 
N * 


ſtep on A little, and tell him you are 
here.“ 


„ Oh by no means, anſwered Miſs 


Mennill, © tis quite needleſs to give him 
that trouble.” —But John was off, and in 
a moment returned, accompanied by— 
Edmond Maynard. He ſtopped on ſeeing - 


her, and gazed, unable to believe his 
ſenſes ; but at laſt convinced they did not 


deceive him, exclaimed with joy ſparkling 
in his fine eyes as he ſpoke—** Miſs Men- 


nill! is it poſſible ?“ 


e While Belinda, no leſs aſtonifhed than 
himſelf, cried—* good heavens! Mr. = 


Maynargs is it you? "hi 


e I; is, it is he happy, the thrice happy 


Edmond, my lovely Belinda!“ replied he, 
in raptures. Oh that my meeting you 


thus unexpectedly Here may be a fortunate 


© omen 
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oleaſed to pay his compliments to ſo lovelyß 
a lady. With your leave, I will juſt 


_ 
. * 
4 ' 
b * 
i ! 
' 
; i 
: i 
: 
VDV ' 
: l 
4 
i 
i 
N Cr! 
: 1 
* * f 
7 = 
q 41 
N 
x 
_ an 
g 4 
* * 
= 
£0 
op 
I 9 
ul 
1 8 
YA 
1 6 
N 1 
1 2 * 
9 
4 4 * 
8 1 
L —= 
: 4 ry 
-Y = 
'_ 
P " 
13 
9 
1 
/ \__ 
= 
| : 
. * 
9 1 
1 
#1 
WS 
| 2 
x LE 
N 7 
4; 
5 
T } 
. 
5 
ig 
o . A o 
- l 
_ an 
_ "= 
» 0 bl 
mM 
4 Y 3 
1 
1 
1 
2 
Y 
o 1 y 
£4 
18 
5B 
pe * 
7 \ a 
I 
* N 
k 
th 
*\ 
Ls 
* 
* 
FB 
4 
6 1. 
I 
127 
1 


vo BELINDA, OR 


omen; ſurely, ſurely it muſt ; heaven has 


at laſt heard my prayers, and ſent the dear 
object of my tendereſt a en to com- 
pleat wy Oy" 


Belinda's amazement at finding him the 


maſter of this delightful ſpot now gave place 
to that of hearing from him a language ſo 


little expected. She was unable to ſpeak; 


her ſurpriſe, and let me add, her joy, put it 


_ abſolutely out of her power to articulate one 
ſyllable, Her intelligent eyes indeed might, | 


had he not been loſt in ſo ſweet a confuſion, | 


| have told him, however unexpected, it . 


* no means unpleaſant. 


Ile now tenderly takin g her unreluctant 
hand, added“ Can you pardon me, Miſs 
Mennill can you forgive this too haſty diſ- 


— 


covery of my ſentiments? I condemn my- 


ſelf—I ſee the impropriety of my behavi- 


our; but to meet you thus, to meet n 


here, when I believed —— Wo. 


1 And 


—— 
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And what aid you then believe?” ſaid 
Belinda, walking gently on, that the at- 
tendants might no longer be witneſs to a 
ſcene ſhe found too intereſting to her heart 


* tell me, Mr, Maynard, what did you 
believe?“ 


"Edmond; who had in order to ſupport 
his lovely companion, put her arm gently 
under his own, looking tenderly upon her, 
anſwered—“ Oh, Belinda—Oh, Miſs Men- 
nill!” checking the familiarity of his firſt 


_ addreſs; *© what had I not to sppretiens 
when 1 ſaw you laſt.” “ 


66 Fir you might have faid with equal 
propriety,” cried ſhe, ſmiling; “ for if I 
forget not, Mr. Maynard, his is but our 


ſecond time of meeting, m you would 
3 find” IO 


4 underſtand you,” ſaid Edmond; 
wg tis true, I ſaw you but once; but however 
I may be to blame in havin in this un- 


K 2 guarded 
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guarded manner declared the impreſſion 
your incomparable charms that day 'made 
upon my heart, or however improbable 
your amiable' modeſty may lead you to be. 
lieve one interview could make ſo indelible 
an impreſſion, it is infinitely leſs ſtrange 
than true; but tell me, my lovely Belinda; 
(will you pardon me,“ continued he, 
„ for daring to addreſs you by that tender 
appellation ;)—tell me, I earneſtly intreat 
you, by what happy, what unaccountable 

means does it happen, that I am thus bleſſed 

with a ſight of you here; here, where of 

all places on earth I ſhould leaſt have pre. 
ſumed to hope for ſo great, ſo unſpeakable. 

a felicity. Where is my brother, where 


L 


1 — 


yr 


6 Oh heaven above knows, WF Mits 
Mennill, where he is; far on his way to 
Scarborough by this time I e 


66 10 Scarborough! FP exclaimed Ed- 
mond; 
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woah * bas he then at laſt reſigned his 
preſumptuous hopes! . 


« Oh fie, Mr. _ ld e 
ſmiling ; ** would you, after all the fine 


things you have been ſaying, now ſpoil all WM 


by making me ſo wretched a compliment as 
to ſuppoſe me forſaken.” 


$24 Edesse charmed with her amiable viva- 
5 city, could not refiſt preſſing her hand to 
his heart as ſhe hung on his arm, a more 
pleaſing proof of his approbation to the 
\. heart of the happy Belinda than any words 
could poſſibly have been. 


4 80 far from deing forſaken,” conti- 
nued the in the ſame agreeable manner, 
the poor ſoul is at this moment poſting 
there in ſearch of his loſt Dulcinea, who 
might to be ſure, had ſhe been > inclined, 
have informed him he would have his la- 
bour for his Pains, as N his brother, can 


NOW nr . 


E Yes,” 
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Les, cried the tranſported Edmond, 


« and 1 eh . heaven that I can. - 
Ons Miſs Mennill 


i Nay,” 8164 the, * I thought you 
had juſt now got leave to cry Oh Be. 
| linda 8 


. Have I then your leave to call you by 

that dear name,” replied he, tenderly gaz. 
ing on her; go one ſtep—one little ſtep 
© farther, and ſweetiy tell me I have to > call 5 
=: you. wy Belinda.“ 


« 6 Nay, that is quite aliodier" matter,” 
replied ſhe; * makes a moſt wonderful 
difference; we will reſerve that favour for 
our third meeting if ever-it ſhould happen; 
we have I think done eee well tor the 
ene” ws 


66 uf my Belinda» 


0 a. 


4 


* So, fo,” cried | the interrupting PETS 
ce 5 
| | . in 5 


* 
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« in caſe it ſhould not happen, I find you 
are reſolved to make ſure of the preſent; 
but pray obſerve tis without my permiſſion 


3s 
—— 


Juſt as ſhe uttered this, they found them- 
ſelves at the entrance of an elegant ſummer 
houſe, placed on the banks of a clear rivu- 
let which meandered through the grove 
they were now in. He led her towards 


© It grows late,” ſaid Belinda, looking 
at her watch. Edmond ſighed. You 


are a ſtrange, unthinking being,“ conti- - 


nued ſhe, or more void of curioſity than 


any mortal 1 ever met with. Here have 


we been chatting this hour and half, and 
you have not yet aſked me whereabouts in 


this neighbourhood the caſtle I inhabit is 


ſituated. But as I think, if I miſtake not, 
you have called me angelic and ſo forth, 
you. eee I have dropped from the 
Sloude | 
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f clouds merely to pay you a viſit i in this Pa- 
pb radiſe,” 


| Again he preſſed her hand to his heart, 

intreating ſhe would ſtep in for a few mo- 
ments, leſt ſhe ſhould find herſelf fatigued, 
and there gratify his curioſity. 


This however he declined ; but faid ik 
he was. not fatigued he might walk with her 
towards her villa, and ſhe would endeavour 
to oblige him. 


With And he obeyed; and before 
they reached Mr. Thompſon's (where 
he gueſſed ſhe came from, by her attendant 
Fanny, though how, or why ſhe came 
there he could not poſſibly conceive,) Be- 
linda had given him a brief account of all 
that had paſſed ſince ſhe firſt ſaw him at her 
father's houſe, except what had paſſed in 
her heart: but even, of this he began to 
flatter himſelf he was not quite ſo ignorant 
as before this RAPP) meeting. Being well 
acquainted ; 
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acquainted at the farm, he lingered in 
hopes Belinda would have aſked him in. 
Whether inclined to do ſo is uncertain ;. 
the did not however; and Edmond, more 
in love than ever man was, after intreating 
permiſſion to call upon her the next morn- 
ing to enquire after her health, with reluc- 
tance, and a moſt expreſſive ſigh when 
obliged to reſign the ſoft hand he had ſo 
long had poſſeſſion of, he took his 8 8 and 

bid her a ſolitary adieu. 5 


Wir and her friend John had been 
nearly as much ſurpriſed at what they had 
ſeen as either of the lovers. They too had 
formed a variety of conjectures, but unfor- 
tunately they had no means to come to any 
degree of certainty. *© Twas ſtrange !— 
*twas wondrous ſtrange !”” and there they 
5 were obliged to reſt. They hoped how- 
ever a ſhort time, and their honeſt TOS | 
yours, would clear * the e 


* 


Miſs Mennill had no ſooner reſted her- : 
K + ſelf 
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ſelf after her delightful walk, than taking 
up her pen, ſhe gave a particular account 
of the events of the day to her friend Lady 
Sedley, in which the amiable Edmond 
made the principal figure. Never had ſhe 
fat down to write with ſo heart. felt pleaſure, 
for never till now was ſhe miſtreſs of a ſub. 
jecd ſo infinitely dear to it. The farm from 
that moment appeared to her as the moſt 
favoured ſpot on earth. She every hour 
found new beauties in every tree, in every 
ſhrub. The birds ſeemed to ſing with un. 
uſual ſweetneſs ; every thing around her 
wore the face of ſweet content and tran- 
quility ; ſhe herſelf had to her kind hoſts 
appeared even before this happy day more 
of the angel than a mere mortal like them- 
ſelves, but now, the engaging ſmiles that 
played about the lovelieſt mouth in the 
world, and the charming vivacity that ap- 
ped in all ſhe ſaid and did, now agp. 
ed them to ſuſpect ſhe was not. 


Leaving hes thus 3 let us now 
enquire 
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enquire how the two gentlemen. made out 
their journey to Scarborough. On the 
third day after their leaving London, they 
arrived at that place of gaiety and diſſipa- 
tion in perfect health, but in no diſpoſition 
to partake of the amuſements going forward 
at that place. Charles indeed would have 
entered into them all moſt gladly; but fear- 
ed his old friend might, were he to indulge 
his inclination, ſuſpe& the. fervor of his 
paſſion for the object of their ſearch. 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER XI. 


T wy were no ſooner ſeated in a com- 
fortable room at the houſe they put up, 
than calling for the maſter of it, they began 
to aſk the names of the families now in 
town. The landlord, ſcratching his head to 
help his memory, gave them a liſt of all he 
could recolle&—Selby however was not of 
the number. Mr. Mennill now aſked him 
If there was not a family of that name there 
at preſent. Mr. Boniface again applied his 
hand to his head, then ſtroaked his chin, 
looking 1 to the ceiling in profound 
chou 


THE * rin 


thought, as if eking for format from 
enen. | 


3 laſt—* Selby Selby! 3 did your 
honour ſay,” cried he; no, no, there 
certainly is not.“ —Then another pauſe— 
“Selby ?—oh I have it—your honor muſt 
pardon me, we have ſo many people com- 
ing and going every day, that 'tis hard to 
fay who is or who is not here; but I have it 
now— Squire Selby's family, or a name ſo 
like it that I think that is it, left this place 
yeſterday, not finding lodgings. to their 
a and are gone to Harrowgate.“ 


/ 


& 


be The devil ey are, cried Mr. Men- | 


nill, << They had a young lady with them, 
had ay not? 


0 Ves, pleaſe your honor,” replind 
þ the landlord, * rather think they had. af 


46 1 wiſh to the Lad old Nick had. them 
all together, cried Mr. Menn ill. 
„ Neo 
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„ Your honor is pleaſed to be merry,” 
ſaid the maſter of the inn, judging that the 
civilleſt thing he coun ſay in anſwer to the 
above. 


„ Oh yes, Iam curſedly inclined to be 
merry, as you very ſagaciouſly obſerve, 
Set me a chicken for my ſupper as faſt as 
you can: d'ye hear me, fee that I have a 
well aired bed, and let my carriage be at 
the door by eight in the moriing—merry 
indeed!” | 


« Yes, your honor,” replied the honeſt 
landlord, bowing ; - * your honor will I 
hope take. ſomething before you ſet out; 
the mornings. get cold apace now, and an 
empty ſtomach is as bad as an empty purſe, 


as my wife ſays— they generally travel toge- 
ther.” 


. You may tell her from me, anſwered 
Mr. Mennill, © that you and ſhe are the fit- 
teſt company for each other“ 
True, 
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« True, your honor, very true as I'm a 
finner; then I'll order a doctor for the 
morning, ſhall I, your honor? 'twill be 
comfortable.” . e 1 


„ Oh damn your doQrs,” cried Mr. 
Mennill, unfortunately miſtaking a certain 
- compoſition of the landlord's own manufac- 
- turing for one of the faculty; „do look 
as if I came here to conſult their large wigs? 
ſhew me one of the whole fraternity who at 
my age can ſhew ſuch a ſtock of health, or 
travel at the rate I have done for the laſt 
three 199 


3 5 4 pleſs your worſhip ! as you ſay I 
might look long enough before I found 
one,” replied mine hoſt. Gladly would 
he have ſet his honor right in regard to the 
doctor; but prudently held his tongue, leſt, 
as he appeared rather touchy, he ſhould 
take it in his head to be angry at having 
his ignorance thus diſcovered tho? in ſo 
trifling a matter. He retired therefore to 

order 
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order the chicken and a few other articles, 
merely that the bill next morning might 

lock better in the face, as Corporal Trim, 
of worthy memory, would have ſaid. 


Charles, during this dialogue, had been 
walking about the room, looking at the 
prints it was decorated with, reading the 
rules to be obſerved at the aſſembly which 
hung framed and glazed over the chimney, 
and ſeveral other things equally entertain. 
x: ing, at the ſame time humming a favorite 
air in the laſt new opera; finding it come 
to a concluſion, he now took a chair and 
made an attempt to reconcile his travelling 
companion to the diſappointment they had 
met with, obſerving they might with eaſe 
reach Harrowgate by dinner next day. In | 
anſwer to this conſolatory remark he got 
only a dry—* I ſuppoſe ſo:“ this was no 

great encouragement to proceed: however 
he tried it again with no better ſucceſs, and 
was once or twice tempted to wiſh himſelf 
quietly in London with his more lively 
com- 
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companions, and to lie the old gentle- 

man to follow his daughter's footſteps at 
his leiſure; certain it is the journey had 
greatly leſſened the attachment he had be- 
fore felt for Belinda, for to his utter amaze- 
ment he no longer felt the wound he fanci- 
ed Miſs Mennill's charms had made in his 
heart, ſo painful as it was when he firſt re- 
ceived it; but then the thirty thouſand 
| pounds down, his paſſion for that he found 
if poſſible for than ever, having had time 

during his journey to make ſome unplea- 
ſant reflections on the lightneſs of his purſe, 
and the difficulty of filling it by any other 
means. Since Mr. Mennill therefore choſe to 
take ſo much trouble in order to accompliſh 
his purpoſe; he thought, however the vio- 
lence of his paſſion for her perſon might be 
evaporated during the buſtle, the wiſeſt 
thing he could do was to ſecond his endea- 
vours to the utmoſt of his power. To bed 
then they both went, after a no very chear- 
| ful fupper, and by eight next morning 
uy themſelves driving full ſpeed to Har- 
„ rowgate z 
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rowgate; at which place in due time they 
arrived; and putting up at the Green Dra. 
gon, enquired if a family of the name of 
Selby were there, or to their NOISE at 
any of the other houſes. 


There ey were-not, nor had they heard 
of any ſuch, though they might be neverthe. 
Teſs at the Marquis of Granby, the Queen! 
Head, or ſome other of the inns.. 


_ Charles undertook to ſet off in ſearch of 
them ; while his weary companion ordered 
dinner, Glad was he even of this little 
diſſipation; he went to all the public rooms, 

met with two or three of his acquaintance, 
told them of his being turned knight errant, 
and enquired of every ſoul he met for thoſe 
confounded Selby's, as he with ſome res- 
ſon called them. All in vain—no ſuch name 
could he hear of. 


At laſt one of the waiters ſaid, a Mr, 
Headly" $ family had that morning ſet off 
for 


ſo 
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for York, in anker to be at the races; it 
ſounded like it, if his honor was not quite 
certain that Sedley was the name, it mien 
poſſibly be the other.“ 
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* may,” cried he, for as to being 
certain, I certainly am not; Sedley, Head- 
wy,” repeated Charles; © curſe me if I now 
know which is which, tis ſuch a confound- 
ed piece of buſineſs, ſuch a jumble of con- 
fuſion. I ſuppoſe it muſt after all be Head- 
ly. You are ſure,” continued he, they | 
are to make ſome ſtay at Vork!“ 


e 80 the ſervants told me,” replied the 
waiter. 


« Had they a young lady with chem!“ 
cried Charles. 


% Yes, Sir,” anſwered the fellow, they 
had two, and one of them was reckoned 
handſome, and a large fortune.” T 


« Oh 


„ N oN 9 


& Oh it muſt beſo ; you are undoubted. n 
ly right,” ſaid Charles, again repeating 
Sedley, Headly, fo often that he totally for. ni 
got that Selby was in fact the name he ſet 
off with, Ts 


75 He 1 Mr. Mennill on his return 2 
the Green Dragon conſiderably more in 
temper than when he left him; he had 
_ drank pretty near a bottle of excellent ch 
ret, which had produced a very agreeable 
effect on his: ſpirits, to which the informs 
tion Charles now brought added not a littl, 
they looked upon their trouble and fatigu: 
as pretty near over, as he was aſſured the 
were to make ſome ſtay at York. Astd 
the jumble of names, the more they talke 
the matter over, the more they were con. 
vinced that it muſt be Headly, as that wa 
clearly more like Sedley than 75 


h 


h 


Their next day's journey was buta ſtep; 
no need therefore to riſe early on that ac- 


count, However ſo great was Mr. Men- 
. - mills 
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übe s impatience to get his daughter once 
again into his own hands, that he was in 
his carriage by ten next morning, and by 
two at Bluit' 8 inn, in 1 York. 


e Is Mr. Headly's family here ?P cried. 
he as the waiter led him to a room. 


Les, pleaſe your honor,” anſwered 


Mr. Mennill, turning his head to Charles, 
giving him a ſignificant wink, cried, © we 
are right at laſt, my boy, thank heaven z” 
and 1 in mw went in high ſpirits. | 


Send your maſter here,” continued 
1 5 5 0 


e Yes, your honor,” replied the waiter, 
and diſappeared inſtantly. Mr. Bluit ſoon 
after entered the room to know his wore, 
ſhip's pleaſure, 


) 
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He 
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He now ordered his dinner, and then 
ſaid, © ſo I find Mr. Headly and his tamily 


are here, Mr. Bluit.“ 


« Yes, Sir,” replied he, 80 they arrived 


n 


« Aye,” replied the delighted Mr. Men 


nill, ſo I heard at Harrowgate; be ſo 


good as to ſtep with my compliments, and 


tell him I ſhall be glad to wait OE him for 
a few moments.” 


5 As, Sir,” anſwered Bluit, * I fear 


the poor gentleman is in no humour to re- 


ceive company, he is in a ſad e at pre. 


ſent.“ £ 


1 Why, what 8 the matter 2 faid Mr. 


L Mennill. 


* Matter enough, replied the other 
« A young lady who came here with him, 
and to whom he is either guardian or a re- 


lation | 


lat 
da 
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lation I ſuppoſe, for I do not find ſhe is his 
daughter; ran off this morning before day 
light with a young fellow to Scotland.“ 4 


“ The devil ſhe did,” cried Mr. Men- 
nill and Charles both in a breath, with 
looks of confuſion, rage, and diſappoint- 
ment. I wiſh with all my ſoul every fe- 
male in the kingdom was at the bottom of 
the ſea, Guardian indeed—by heavens I 
have a great mind to go and blow the raf- ” 
cal's brains ou.” a 


Charles, thinking this would anſwer no 
purpoſe in regard to himſelf, now endea- 
voured to pacify him, begging he would 
not loſe an inſtant, ſince they were now in 
ſo fair a way of finding her; but ſet off that 
moment in purſuit of the happy pair whom 
they might” eaſily overtake, he made no 
doubt, and it would be time enough to blow 
the old gentleman's brains out when they. 
came back. ©! 


„ Get 
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et Get my carriage this moment,” cried 
the now exaſperated father, © let me have 
four of the beſt horſes in your ſtables. By 


all that's good if I do overtake them, I will 
effectually cool their paſſions. Make haſte, 
fly; do you hear, Sir; ſay nothing of all 
this to her guardian, as you call him, until 
I come back; I have not done with him yet, 
If you blab, depend upon it you'll loſe a 
cuſtomer, for he'll UT wait till I re. 
turn. 


Away ran Bluit unable to conjecture 
what all this could mean. While the horſes 


were putting to our two travellers eat a 
Sandwich, drank a glaſs of wine, and ina 


ſtate of mind more eafily imagined than 


_ deſcribed, ſet off as faſt as four ſtout horſes 


could carry them, 


At the fourth age they aſked if they had 
a couple there on their road to Gretna 
Green, as you may be ſure they had done 
at them all. The landlord, gueſſing at 

Wn | once 


=} 
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once by the ſmoaking condition of their 


horſes that they meant to ſtop the journey 


of the lovers, putting his finger lily to his 
lips and pointing to a particular room with 
an expreſſive look, nodded his aſſent to the 
queſtion, leading them quietly into one ad- 
joining to that in which the lovers were. 
All this eaution was highly neceſſary on the 
part of the ſagacious landlord ; but his two. 
gueſts were in no humour to be very cere- 
monious ; without waiting therefore for his 
introduction, in they both bounced to the 
great terror of the poor trembling lovers; 
Who hearing the rattling of their carriage 
had given themſelves over for loſt, not 
doubting but they were purfued. But 
judge what aſtoniſhment filled the whole 


group when they ſaw each other. The | 


young lady's fears indeed on ſeeing a pair 
of ſtrangers, were conſiderably leſſened ; = 
but not fo ſoon Mr. Mennill's rage; for 4 
ſhe had drawn back to the darkeſt corner 
of the apartment, he ſprung forwards, draw- 
ing her from it by the ſhoulders, and call- 
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ing her by no very tender names. But in 
a moment perceiving his miſtake, he let 

| her go, and exclaimed “ why who, in 
the devil's name, are you?; 


« And pray, 5 "who the devil 
are you?” cried the now re- aſſured lover, 


ſtepping briſkly up to them, 5 that thus 
| e, to intrude upon our privacy: 7s 


6c Who,“ renlied: Mr. Mennill in the 


_ greateſt conſternation ; I will not under- 
take to aſcertain even that or any thing elle, 


again as long as I.live. I beg your pardon 


let that ſuffice. Take my word for it I have 
more reaſon to be angry than you have ; 
but that's no affair of Jour 8. | 


+ 


80 ſaying, he bounced out of the room 


with as little ceremony as he had bounced 
into it, curſing every thing that tell in his 


way, not forgetting poor Belinda, whom 


he now gave af, e he had finally 


Gone 


%S 


I nan ke w .me 
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done with her, and he might go to the 


devil her own way; ; and getting into his 
carriage, the poor mortified Charles un- 


bidden took his ſeat by him, and they ſet off 


on their return for London. A moſt un- 
comfortable pair of companions they now 


proved to each other as ever travelled : the 
latter wiſhing with all his ſoul he had ne- 


ver ſet his eyes on either the father or 
daughter, and looking upon the whole 
from beginning to end as a moſt complete 


bore; the former repeatedly ſwearing wo- 
men were formed for no earthly purpoſe 


but to plague every mortal who had any 
thing to do with them. I am not ſure 
whether he did not in his own mind ſwear 
to turn even Wilſon out of doors the mo- 


ment he got home. Home he did get to 


at laſt: but there was a certain inſinuating 
ſomething in that damſel's countenance 
which the moment ſhe flew to welcome his 
honor's ſafe return put that cruel purpoſe 5 
quite out of his head. Charles immediate- 


ly 


L 2 


| 
9 
1 


ly took his leave, not much delighted 
with the thoughts of giving Sir John 
the particulars of their ſentimental jour. 
ney. to 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER Xl. 


1 Mennill had by Wilſon's 
care and attention recovered ſome degree 


of temper, ſhe told him that a young man 
had called two or three times during his 
abſence, and that ſhe had aſked him if he 
had any meffage to leave; that he anſwer- 


ed he had not, yet wiſhed to ſpeak to Mr. . 
Mennill about very particular buſineſs, and 


would ca again. 


« What can the fellow want with me! 7 5 


4 Mr. Mennill. 


ak, 8 * n — — 
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& T can't gueſs,” anſwered ſhe, e but he 
ſeems very anxious to ſee your honor.“ 


Well, let me know when he comes 
_ 


This he did! in a few * and was ad- 5 
mitted. | 


Well, friend,” faid Mr. Mennill, 
« pray what 18 your pleaſure with me ! 0 | - 


4 Pleaſe your honor, replied the man, I 
am come to tell you I can inform you where 
Miſs Mennill is.“ N 


« You inform me,” cried her father. 
„ Are you ſure, young man, of what you 4 
| fav ! "4 | 


perfectly ſure, Sir,” anſwered be, „ for 


1 was the poltiJlion x who drove her out of 
town.“ 


ce The 
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„ The devil you was! and how then 
have you the impudence to ſee my face ? 
who are you ? who employed you ? was the 
accompanied by a lover?“ . 


10 No, pleaſe your honor, ſhe was not. 
But I muſt make a few conditions by your 
leave, Sir, before I proceed to give any far- 
ther particulars relative to this buſineſs. In 

the firſt place I muſt have your. honor's- 
word that you will not aſk who employed 
me, or who I live with, becauſe I neither 
want to loſe a good place, nor to betray 
my miſtreſs farther than is neceſſary: and 
in the next place, as I am a poor fellow 
who work hard for my bread, I hope your 
honor will not think me to blame for hop- 
ing you will reward me for the diſcovery I 
have it in my power to make.“ 


3 wel, „ cried Mr. Mennill, not a lit- f 
tle agitated at the thoughts of having an 
opportunity at laſt of being revenged on 
poor Belinda for all the trouble ſhe had 
„„ coſt 
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coſt him, © tell me firſt, are you certain 
ſhe is not married to ſome worthlefs fellow 
or other, ſince in that caſe I ſhall leave her 
to follow her own devices.“ 


* No that he a'nt I'll take my cath, at 
replied the poſtillion. 


$6: Downie ting you venture to ſwear 
unleſs yow are very certain,” faid Mr. Men- 
; nill, " that you are nie. 1 5 


QI wiſh,” replied he, « Yeu as ſure 
of a good reward. BY, 


6 And what fan now, evied Mr. Men · 
nill, ſhould you look 0008 as ſuch PR 


0 Why I hope ce honor will not c think 


ten guincas too much! 455 


5 nes 1 — well,“ replied he, 
& for being en in lo infamous a buſt- 
| neſs,” 11 i 
1 But | 


— 
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e But conſider pleaſe your worſhip, I 
am but a poor farvent [ n his 
head. _ | | 


200 True: And you are abſolutely ſure 
A ſhall find her where you left her? 


6 Que fure,” ſaid the informer, 


„ Well ben I will give you the lum you | 
aſk on your own conditions; ſo let me 
have all the neceſſary information inſtant- | 


-.. mo 


ly. 


This he gave in a very particular manner; 
and having pocketed his reward took his | 
leave. N 


e Mennill was now agitated with a 
thouſand different emotions ; rage and in- 
dignation however, we are ſorry to ſay, 

were predominant. At ſome moments he 

thought giving her to Maynard was too 
great a reward for her diſobedience ; + bit 

L 3 then 5 


* 
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then again he conſidered that though he 
looked upon it in that light his daughter did 
not: on the contrary it was to ſhun being 
his ſhe had taken this unpardonable ſtep, 
What greater puniſhment then could he de- 
viſe than compelling her to give him her 
hand? However ſevere ſhe might think it, 
he was perſuaded the world would acquit 
him. This reflection determined him at 
once. He ordered his carriage, and driv- 
ing to his friend Sir John, gave him an 
account of the diſcovery he had ſo fortu- 
nately made. Charles was preſent, and 
found as his hopes revived his paſſion began 
to revive alſo, and preſſed for an immediate 
departure in ſearch of his charming though 


| cruel miſtreſs. 


. "They firſt however held a conſultation 
on the ſubje& of the compulſive meaſures 
they were determined to follow if poſſible. 
The plan had its difficulties they were but 
too ſenſible. The ſpirit ſhe had already 
| neun convinced them they would not be 
: eaſily 
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eaſily conquered. Sir John promiſed to 
have a ſpecial licence in readineſs againſt - 
their return. He would prepare the clergy- 
man to expect no very willing bride, and 
all that then remained was for Mr. Men- 
nill to convey her to church on the day they 
= ſhould appoint, 


1 Having ſettled this important matter in 
the beſt manner they were able, the father _ 
of Belinda, with her unworthy lover, 
agreed to ſet off once more together; but 
in far better ſpirits than before, being now 
certain where to find her. As they had 
perfectly recovered the fatigne of their for- 
mer peregrinations, they ſet off by ſix 
o' clock next morning, hoping to have her 
ſafe in Portland Place the ſame evening; 
the farm, as we have already ſaid, being 
not more than thirty miles from London, 
Charles, as they advanced towards 


the place of Belinda's retreat, pbſeryed _ 


that it could not, by the road they were go- 
ing, be far, he fancied, from his brother's | 
ſeat 
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ſeat. This ſurmiſe was confirmed the far. 


ther they went. It never occurred to either 
of them however that he could be any ways 
intereſted i in the preſent buſineſs. He had 


ſeen her but once, they imagined ; and 
thought it more than probable, however 


near ſhe might now be to him, he might be 


N totally ignorant of it, as ſhe of courſe went 
there in order to be concealed from one, and 
above all from a perſon ſo nearly connected 
with the very man from whom ſhe fled, 
ſuppoſing ſhe found he lived fo near Oak 


Farm. This circumſtance therefore oye 


them no concern. 


They FEY in high ſpirits, looking 
upon all their troubles as very near an end. 
But judge of their mutual aſtoniſhment on 
coming within a hundred yards of Thomp- 


| ſon's houſe, when they beheld Belinda 
walking by the fide of the identical Ed- 


mond, familiarly leaning on his arm, her 


hand tenderly preſſed in his. 


She 
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She inſtantly knew her father's carriage, 
ſaw him, ſaw the now more than ever de- 
teſted Charles, and inſtantly ſhrieking with 
terror, fell lifeleſs into the arms of her 
adoring lover. What a ſcene of confuſion 
was here! for a moment Mr. Mennill felt 
ſome ſymptoms of parental affection on ſee- 
ing her in that ſtate of inſenſibility ; but it 
was for a moment only ; he had from the 
firſt been prejudiced againſt Edmond, he 
? lieved him a mere pedant, a mere learn- 
| blockhead, without one grain of manly 
vir in his whole compoſition, and con- 
ſequently held him in ſovereign contempt, 


Charles know him Voter, and to lie un- 3 
ſpeakable mortification beheld in his happy di 
brother a very formidable rival. He curſed Þ 
him moſt fervently, and no leſs fervently —— 
wiſhed him at old Nick. | 


While making theſe no very pleaſunt 6 
reffections they had left the carriage, and 


ſprung forwards to receive their prey, 1 
| | meaning — 
5 
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meaning to convey her in the ſtate ſhe was 

in to the neareſt inn, and there at their 
| leiſure uſe proper means to bring her to 
herſelf; but Edmond was in no humour to 
reſign his lovely burthen, he claſped her 
to his breaſt, declaring no power on earth 
8 ſhould force her from him. 


1 May be ſo, young man,“ cried Mr. 

Mennill, more than ever enraged at what 
be called his impertinent declaration, © we 
ſhall ſoon ſee who dares diſpute the will of a 
juitly incenſed father.“ 


5 While this altereation paſſed, Belinda 
_ faintly opened her eyes, and begging Ed- 
mond would diſengage her from his encir- 
_ cling arms with a look that pierced him to 
the ſoul, ſhe dropped on her knees to her 
father, unable to aſk that forgiveneſs ſhe 
fo earneſtly withed him to grant. 


„And muſt 1 then loſe you, my dear 
Belinda 5 cried her amiable lover; *© muſt 
I thus 
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I thus reſign the fond hopes I have been 
permitted to indulge ?—oh Miſs Men- 
nil ?? “ ; 


i Yes,” cried her father with fury in his 
eyes, on finding he was the man who had 
occaſioned all this trouble and confuſion ; 
for though he could not clearly account for 
it, he now firmly believed Edmond and ſhe 
had been longer acquainted than he knew | 


of, and that it was on his account the had 
rejected Charles. 


Charles was of the ſame opinion, and 
doubly enraged at being thus as he 1 imagin- 
ed impoſed upon bys a brother, 


M0 Yes, young man, be afured; thoſe 

hopes are for ever at an end. For the 
_ friendſhip I bear your father, I forbear to 
reproach you as you deſerve; take your 
laſt look of this undutiful girl, and take 
wy word for it that the next time you meet, 
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if ever you do, you ſhall find her the wife 
of your brother.“ 


The lovers, now claſping their hands 
in filent agony, gazed on each other with 
unutterable tenderneſs. Charles caſt a 
look of inſulting triumph on Edmond, 

| Whoſe heart was too deeply intereſted in the 
fate of his lovely Belinda to pay any atten- 
tion to it; he ſtill hoped the hour would 
come when he ſhould triumph in his turn, 
Miſs Mennill had aſſured him he alone poſ- 

| ſefſed her tendereſt affections, and though 
ſhe had withſtood all his fond ſolicitations 
to become his wife without her father's 
permiſhon, which he had, with all the en- 
gaging eloquence he was maſter of, preſſed 
her to do, yet ſhe had ſolemnly vowed ne- 
ver to give her hand to another. With | 
ttzis ſweet conſolation, he was compelled to 
reſign her for the preſent, finding all at- 
tempts to detain her muſt be in vain. Had 
he had Charles only to contend with, the 
caſe would have been different; but he 
could 


ſpect due to the father of her he loved my 
than life. 


opened, Belinda, oppreſſed as ſhe was 


opportunity to ſay in a whiſper to her diſ- 
your's,” He had only time to look his gra- 


take leave of her kind friends at the farm, 


of the two lovers were moſt wretched. 


ing the painful journey was but little cal- 
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could not bring himſelf to violate the re- 


Perſuaded they had, move: conquered, they 
ordered the door of the carriage to be 


with this diſtreſſing event, yet found an 


tracted lover“ do not yield to deſpair, 
my amiable Edmond; if I live I will yet be 


titude z ſhe was now, more dead than alive, 
put into it, and without permitting her to 


away they drove, *Tis hard to ſay which 


The impertinent raptures 2 at- 
tempted to aſſume highly diſguſted poor 
Belinda. Her father's ſtern behaviour dur- 


culated to afford her any conſolation. His ö 
thoughts. Were deepty employed on the 
means 3 
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means neceſſary to be taken in order to get 
her fairly married, that he might be relieved 


from all farther trouble. He ſcarce opened 
his lips 'till they were ſet down at his own 
door. There Charles took his leave, put. 


ting on all the airs of an adoring lover; 


and 'tis certain he again thought her the 
lovelieſt, the moſt defirable creature he 
ever beheld, and was as paſſionately in 
love with her as it was in his nature to be 
with any of her ſex. To every ſentiment 
of delicacy he was an utter ſtranger : the 
averſion he could not but ſee ſhe felt for 
him, therefore gave him no concern; he 


was clearly of opinion that averſion muſt 


at all events be the conſequence of marri- 
0 age, and its having the ſtart of the cere- 


mony he thought made mighty little differ 
ence. 


He now returned to Sir John, exulting 


in his ſucceſs, and looking upon both her 
and her fortune as his own. 


B ena__ 
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CHAPTER XIV. 


Beriwpa was ordered to prepare for ac- 
companying him to church on the third day 
after her return home. All refiſtance ſhe 
found would be in wain ; ſhe determined 
then to comply; but when there, her laſt 
reſource to declare freely to the clergyman 
that compulſion alone had brought her 
there, fully perſuaded he durſt not ſo far 
prophane the ſacred ceremony as to proceed 
after ſuch a declaration. What the conſe» 
quence might be ſhe knew not; dreadful 
no doubt; but at leaſt it would put an end 
to her father's preſent deſign, and things 
might take a more favourable turn; nay 
even Charles ſhe hoped would after ſo public 
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an affront, if he had a grain of ſpirit, re. 
ject her hand in his turn. Having thus 
made up her mind, ſhe felt ſome degree of 
eaſe, and ſitting down, wrote a particular 


account of all that happened, to her friend 
Lady Sedley, who, as we have ſaid, ſet off 
for Windſor the day after ſhe had conveyed 
Miſs Mennill to Oak Farm, and with whom 
ſhe had correſponded conſtantly during her 


ſtay there. She alſo informed her ladyſhip 


of the reſolutibn ſhe had formed; nor was 
it a new idea, having frequeitly: in the 


courſe of this buſineſs talked of putting 


that deſperate plan in execution, ſhould ſhe, 
as ſhe feared, be driven to extremities ; ſhe 
now alſo intreated her friend to aſk Sir 
James's opinion of 1 it, and if poſſible let 
her know what it was before the fatal mo- 
ment Wrived. 


This, Lady Sedley did not fail to do; 


and, to Belinda's infinite ſatisfaction, ſhe 
found he approved highly of it, ſaying— 
it mu at leaſt put off the evil HOWE, and 
3 in all human probability for ever.“ 


Thus 


PA 
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Thus encouraged, he did her utmoſt to 
fortify her mind, and prepare it for the im- 
portant trial ſhe had to go through. 


Mr. Mennill, tho* now well affured her 
affections were placed on another, yet be- 
lieved ſhe would make no farther reſiſtance, 
finding it could anſwer no purpoſe ; he 
therefore began to lay aſide ſome degree of 
his ſeverity, and felt he had not wholly loſt 
the tendernals. of a father. , 


The 3 9 at TEARS arrived: 
Sir John, his ſon, and a lady who was 
aſked to be of the cruel party, were at Mr. 
Mennill's by ten o*clock., The poor 
trembling, agitated Belinda heard the ſound 
of their carriage, and too well gueſſing 
who it was, had nearly fainted as ſhe ſat in 
her drefling-room waiting for the horrid 
ſummons. Wilſon's officious attention and 
affected tenderneſs diſguſted her; yet it 
ſaved her from ſwooning, as ſhe prevailed 
upon her to take a few drops. | 
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once affectionate heart againſt his child 


Mr. Mennill, contrary to her hopes, came Il |: 
up himſelf to lead her down. She endea. Un 
voured to riſe as he entered, but could f 
not, ſo great was her agitation ; ſhe waz 
almoſt breathleſs ; ſhe took out her ſmelling 
bottle—ſhe begged a glaſs of water. Never MW | 
was a creature in ſo wretched a condition Ml |! 
as poor Belinda; even her obdurate, her Wl © 
cruel father, felt ſome ſymptoms of re. 
morſe, but ſtifling them as well as he could, MW 
took her hand ſaying— come, come, my 
dear daughter, it will be ſoon over, and 
vou will be the happieſt girl in England; ] 
_ COME, let me lead you down.” t 
t 
She now aroſe—** texd me, Sir, where 
you pleaſe, cried ſhe, tears, in ſpite of all WW * 
her efforts to reſtrain them, falling down Ill © 
her pale cheek : © be quick, Sir, O let me 
not have time to think—lead me to the car- Il * 
riage — ſpare me the horror of ſeeing the Ill © 
inſenſible wretch who has thus by his baſe Il © 
endeavours contrived to ſteel my father's I * 


OP 


let 
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let me not ſee him till there is an abſolute 


neceſſity * it, leſt my courage n for- 
ſake me.“ 


She followed him, ſcarce able to ſupport 
her tottering frame. Her father now, wil- 


ling to indulge her, put her into his own 
carriage, and himſelf only getting into it 
with her, bid a ſervant tell Sir John and the 
reſt of the company to follow. 


They too ſoon reached the harch fo - 
Miſs Mennill's peace—he led her in. The 


triumphant bridegroom, aſſuming an air of 


tenderneſs, took his place by her (ide. 


The clergyman began the ſolemn ſervice, 
and had juſt got to the queſtion—“ wilt 
thou have this woman to be thy wedded 


wife ??—to which Charles was bowing his 
aſſent, when a young lady ſtepped from one 


of the pews where ſhe had been concealed, 


and coming forward with a timid air, to 
Te: utter aſtoniſhment and confuſion cried, 1 


* ſtop, Sir; he cannot 8 his hand to 


that 
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that lady 'till L am laid in my grave; be. 
hold in me the lawful, though much in. 

jured wife of the faithleſs, the perjured | 
Charles Maynard. 


Miſs Mennill in 00 1 conſternation, 
5 thought her an angel ſent from heaven to 
ſave her from wretchedneſs. Joy and 
amazement had nearly produced the ſame 
effects that ſorrow had done before. She 
| ſtaggered to the rails of the communion 
table, and leaning againſt them in order to 
ſupport herſelf, ſtood in an almoſt lifeleſs 
ſtate viewing a ſcene Nag incompre , 
henſible. Charles ſooner caſt his 
eyes upon ie ES unwelcome 
intruder, than with a face pale as death he 
_ exclaimed, © heaven and earth! what do! 
ſee?” then endeavouring to recover ſome 
little preſence of mind, he added, Wo- 
man, by what authority have you thus 
darcd £0 —— 
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„ Be calm, Mr. Maynard,” cried the 
ſtranger, interrupting him with a dignity in 
her manner which plainly teſtified ſhe was no 
impoſtor, do not attempt by affecting ig- 
norance, to add to your guilt. Tis too 
late, Sir. Well do you know I can, and 
you have only yourſelf to thank for it—the 
hour is at laſt come in which I have deter- 
mined to aſſert my right.” Then turning 
to Sir John, who ſtood petrified with hor- 
ror, ſhe continued“ Yes, Sir, in me you 
behold the wife of that ungenerous, that 
unworthy ſon; and I truſt, if you will deign 
to hear my unfortunate ſtory, however 
much you may think me to blame you 
will confeſs I am {tall more to be pe 
ieee % 


— 


„What am I think of all this?” cried 
Sir John, darting a look of indignation on 
the evidently guilty Charles: ſpeak, Sir, in- 
ſtantly ſpeak, and tell me without prevari- 4 
cation what you have done,” | 


« His ſon was ſilent. 
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6 'Tis well, Sir;“ continued Sir John, 
that ſullen ſilence tells but too plainly 
what I have to expect. Be gone ! fly! ne. 
ver, never preſume to appear again in my 
preſence unleſs fully able to clear yourlelt 
from this horrid accuſation,” 


Charles, the guilty Charles, had not 
courage to reply. The lady, baſely as he 
had injured her, n an 1 to plead 

for him. 


<« If you wiſh to prove yourſelf the in. 
jured wife you pretend, madam,” cried 
Sir John, interrupting ber, “ or have any 
deſire that I ſhould hear patiently what you 
have to ſay for yourſelf, plead not for a 
wretch you ought, if what you aflert is 
true, to look upon with abhorrence. In 
Juſtice I cannot refuſe to hear you: take 
then his place in my carriage, which I mult, 
till he is able to prove his innocence, think 
him unworthy to fill; and go. home with 
me, that my painful curioſity may be im- 
| 1 mediately 
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mediately gratified. 115 Then again turning 
to his ſon, “ Go, Sir,” ſaid he; «© you 
know the terms 0 which alone we can 
ever meet again.” N 


To paint the ſituation of Mr. Mennill's 
mind during this wonderful ſcene, or that 


of his now happy daughter, is far beyond 
the power of my abilities. I muſt leave 


it to the imagination of my readers to con- 
ceive the various emotions they had both 
experienced. 80 violent were Sir John's 
ſtill, that he had almoſt forgot the purpoſe 
for which they were there aſſembled . 

Charles, like a guilty criminal, now quitted 
the church without having the courage to 
look one of the company in the face. This 
rouſed Sir John from the reverie he had 
fallen into. He turned to Mr. Mennill, | 


but felt himſelf at a loſs for expreſſion,— 


At laſt, © O my friend, cried he, © how 
have I been deceived ! how ought we all to 
rejoice at that amiable creature's fortunate 
elcape—looking tenderly at Belinda—if 

mo =! OS what 5 


what we have juſt heard is true. But true 
or not, I fear, yes I fear we have both 
been to blame. Can you, Miſs Mennill, | 
generouſly pardon the too great part I have 
taken in thus diſtreſſing you.? Can you, my 
dear young lady, in conſideration of a fa- 
ther's partiality for a child he believed wor. 
thy even to poſſeſs ſo great a treaſure as 
yourſelf, can you forgive the trouble and 
anxiety J have occaſioned you? Gladly, 
moſt gladly, would 1 believe he is not guilty; 
yet alas appearances are too ſtrongly againſt 


him to warrant my indulging this debghtiul 
hope.” 


* O Sir,“ cried the gentle-hearted Be. 
linda, ſoftened even to tears by this ſpeech 
of Sir John's, “do not add to my diſtreſs 
by doubting it a moment. All I aſk in re- 
turn for the favour you deign to aſk is, that | 
you will intercede for me with my beloved 
father, prevail on him to reſtore me once 
Wore to the place in his ane I have fo 
unfortunately 
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unfortunately loſt, and be aſſured every paſt 
tranſaction ſhall on my part be forgot. 


«© Come to my arms, my dear girl,” 
cried Mr. Mennill, „and let me preſs you 
to my heart. Belinda, my dear Belinda, 
I fear I have not been quite ſo good a fa. 
ther as you have deſerved. 2; 


His enraptured daughter ra and fondly 
threw her arms about him, tears of joy 
ſtreaming from her fine eyes, crying © 0 
Sir, ſpare me, ſpare your poor girl! this is 
far greater happineſs than ſhe is able to bear... 
Continue but to be thus kind, and your 
Belinda ſhall make it the ſtudy of her Bs 


J ture life how to deſerve "Ig 
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& will do more,” ſaid her repentant 

father; © yes, I will do more; I will try 
to maks an atonement for what is paſt, and. 
of ſuch a nature as I truſt will be moſt ac- 
ceptable to your heart, my dear girl. What 
it is 51 will inform my friend Sir John, whoſe | 
Ye] 
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approbation I ſhall find neceſſary before l 


can firmly promiſe it, as ſoon as we have 


gained ſome degree of tranquillity.” _ 


Belinda gueſſed what he meant, and could 


hardly conceal the pleaſing emotions which 


now filled her breaſt. A ſweet ſmile of 
| content and gratitude appeared on her ex- 
preſſive countenance, which plainer than 


any language could have done, ſpoke her 


thanks. 


They now prepared to quit a place which 


had witneſſed ſo unexpected a revolution in 
her affairs. She had a great curioſity to 
hear the lady's ſtory, and feared it would 


not be gratified ſo ſoon as ſhe wiſhed, Sir 


John however intreated Mr. Mennill and 


his daughter would indulge him with their 


company for the reſt of the day, ſaying 


they no doubt wiſhed, and certainly had a 


right to hear, what motives the lady then 


_ preſent had for acting in the manner ſhe had 
that morning done. To this they readily 


agreed ; 


n 
42 
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agreed; and having taken leave of the 

aſtoniſhed clergyman, who I have not a 
doubt would gladly have been of the party, 

they drove to Sir John's; where having 
taken a diſh of chocolate, and ſat half an 

| hour to give the lady time to recollect her- 
ſelf, ſhe at their requeſt began what he had 

to lay in the following n manner: 


„ Tis now,” ſaid ſhe, addreſſing herſelf 
to Sir John, © near two years ſince I firſt 
had—muſt : call it a misfortune—to ſee 
your ſon at a ball given after the races at 
Stamford, My father's name was Beverley, 
He was a colonel of a regiment of dra- 
goons, and of a family I need not bluſh to 
be deſcended from. You may poſſibly 
know them, Sir: they have a conſiderable 
eſtate in that part of the country, He was 
a younger ſon, of courſe had but little 
fortune beſides his commiſſion. He mar- 
ried a woman of family alſo; but ſhe had 
only merit and beauty to recommend her: 
this my father thought ſufficient, though 
his 


xt nin Of 


bis did not. I was born in the firſt year of 
their marriage, and had the irreparable miſ. 
fortune to loſe my mother before I had at- 
tained my tenth year. 


I was now put under the care of an aunt 
of her's, who had from my infancy been 
tenderly attached to me. My worthy and 
moſt amiable father ſurvived her only four 
years. All he could leave me was about 
five hundred pounds, I will not, Sir, treſ- 
paſs on your patience by unneceſſary parti- 
culars. I had no friend now on whom I 
could depend but my aunt, who had indeed, 
as far as woman could do, ſupplied to me 
the loſs of a mother. With her, I con- 

tinued to live as happily as it was poſſible 

for one to do. who had been thus at ſo early 
an age deprived of parents ſo * dear to 

ber. 


Act this ball your ſon was pleaſed to e 
tinguiſh me by every poſſible attention. He 
aſked permiſſion. to viſit me. My aunt on 
my 
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my account was flattered by it. Sorry am 
I to ſay I too ſoon found his views were ſuch 
as I could not encourage. He was now for- 
bid the houſe. 1 was ſhocked—l was mor- 
tified. Conſcious that in my conduct he could 
have ſeen nothing on which to found thoſe 
ungenerous hopes he preſumed to entertain. 
My young heart too felt molt ſeverely the 
cruel diſappointment ; for he had by his in- 
5 ſinuating, his engaging manners, gained 
but too great an intereſt in it. Yet ſenſi- 
ble he no longer deſerved the place he had 
held in it, 1 determined to lee him no 
more. 


He now wrote to me every hour. 1 
had the fortitude to return all his letters 
unopened. At laſt he addreſſed himſelf to. 
my aunt : he offered to marry me; im- 
plored her mediation ; aſſured her ſhe ſhould 
| herſelf be witneſs to the ceremony : all he 
aſked was that our union might be kept a 
ſecret till he could without hazard reveal it 
* 21 a to. 
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to his father. My aunt, whoſe declining 
health made her anxious for my fate, ad- 
viſed me to reflect ſeriouſly on his propoſal, 
Alas! I was but too much inclined to obey. 
In ſhort we were married. 


« I had on him my ſolemn promiſe to 
wait his time for declaring it : and though 
in leſs than ſix months I had the mortifi- 
cation to find he beheld me with cold in- 
difference, and no doubt condemned him. 
ſelf for the ſtep he had taken, yet ſo ſacred 
did I hold the promiſe I had made him, 
that I never would have betrayed his ſecret 
had it not been with a view to ſave this 
lady from even a more wretched fate than 
1 ai EY 


After the firſt ſix months of our un- 
| fortunate union, I rarely ſaw him; and but 
ſeldom had even the conſolation of hearing 
from bim; before the end of the year I was 
rendered completely miſcrable by the lols of 
| my affeQionate e aunt. 


Fs Havidg | 
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Having loſt his faithleſs heart, my de- 
licacy, my pride was ſuch, that | ſcorned 
being indebted to him for any pecuniary 
favours. Small as my fortune was, I deter- 
mined it ſhould ſerve me. 


e I continued in the houſe where had 
ſo many years reſided, and your ſon, Sit, 
will I truſt do me the juſtice to acknow- 
ledge, ſuſtained my unhappy lot without a 
murmur ; reproaches I well knew would 
only ſerve to exaſperate him, to time alone 
I truſted for ſome happy change in my 
ſituation, What I ſuffered, I will not at- 
tempt to deſcribe. I at laſt heard of his 
intended marriage with Miſs Mennill; I 
| alſo heard the lady was averſe to it. I there. 
fore hoped it would not take place. I was 
informed by a friend of every ſtep taken to 
accompliſh it. I trembled for the amiable. 
creature who was thus on the brink of ruin. 
Mypromiſe 1 nolonger looked upon as bind» 
ing; on the contrary I felt it my indiſpen: 
ſable my to prevent it. 7 
« The 
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The reſignation with which I hadhitherto 
| ſubmitted to his cruel neglect, had no doubt 
perſuaded him P had given over all thoughts 
of ever being acknowledged as his wife, 
and probably made me indifferent to his 
conduct; and he was in ſome meaſure right: 
I had 186 long been fatally convinced I had 
nothing to hope for, nor ſhould I have 
made any attempts to interrupt his plea- 
ſures, if ſuch they can with propriety be 
called, had he not formed this unpardon- 
able, this guilty plan. Self, I can with 
truth affirm, was with me out of the queſ- 
tion. Well did I know, that by betraying 
as I have now done his important ſecret, I 
| muſt loſe every hope; but I had the heart- 
felt conſolation to know that i in doing it L 
acced as 1 ought. e . 


F 
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« This, Sir, is a very brief account of 
my unhappy ſituation,” ſaid the lady; 
4 ſhould any doubts remain in your breaſt 
in regard to the certainty of my 1ll- fated 
marriage, tis amply in ay power, I thank 

heaven, 
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heaven, to remove them. I mean' to aſk. 
your interceſſion in my favour. with the 
_ cruel author of all my woes; no, Sir, I 
now look upon him with more than indif- 
ference, not for worlds would I again put 
myſelf under the protection of a man my 
reaſon, my beſt judgment, compels me to 
deſpiſe. Forgive me, Sir Jobn, this harſh. 
expreſſion I have alas! but too much 
cauſe to make uſe of it, and permit me to 
add before I conclude, I neither expect nor 
deſire any favour from him, or any of his 
family, than to ſtand acquitted of blame. 
The little I poſſeſs ſhall ſuffice to maintain 
me while an inhabitant of this world; long 
U truſt that will not be; yet if it is the will 
of heaven that I am not fo ſoon as I ear- 
neſtly wiſh to be releaſed from it, I will, as 
T have hitherto done, ſubmit to its all wiſe 


decrees with what fortitude and reſignation. 
Jam able.“ 


Thus the amiable, and no leſs unfortu- : 
nate Mrs, Maynard, as we muſt. now call 
bers. 
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her, ended her ſtory. Belinda was charmed 


not only with her appearance, but the ſpi. 


rited manner in which ſhe had ended her 


little unfortunate narrative; ſhe admired 
her noble pride, and longed to be better ac- 


quainted with ſo young a creature, for ſhe 


did not appear to be above eighteen years 
of age, who had conducted herſelf on ſo 


trying an occaſion with ſo much propriety | 


and great underſtanding. 


She would now have taken her leave; 


but Sir John, who was no leſs prejudiced 
in her favour than Miſs Mennill, kindly 
| ſaid he could not part with her ſo ſoon; 
he had many queſtions to aſk, many in- 
tereſting things to ſay to her, as well as 
many things to ſettle 5 for though ſhe with 
becoming pride had told him ſhe expected 
nothing Vom him, ſhe muſt give him per- 
miſſion to act in this particular buſineſs as 
he might think proper. She was his daugh- 
ter, and as ſuch he muſt teach her obedience 


to his commands. This he ſaid with ſo 
15 pleaſing 
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pleaſing a ſmile that it was pretty plain to 
his friends he did not mean they ſhould be 
very ſevere. 


The reſt of the day was is paſſed; as agree- 
able as could be expected after the event of 
the morning. Sir John did not once men- 
tion his ſon; of courſe no other perſon 
would do it. When the hour of parting 
arrived, Sir John would have his carriage 
to ſet his daughter down, but Belinda 
begged he would permit her and her father 
to have that pleaſure; this was agreed to, 
and they found ſhe had from the time 
Charles's marriage had been firſt tal ked of, 
been with a friend of her's in Seymour- 
ſtreet, that ſhe might be at hand to put her 
deſign of preventing it into execution,— 
Here then they ſet her down, Belinda aſk- 
ing permiſſion to call upon her the next 
day, which was granted with great plea- 
ſure; and Mr. Mennill now conveyed his 
daughter home, ſtill Miſs Mennill, with 
more real ſatisfaction than he could poſſibly 
have experienced had he ſucceeded i in the 8 


purpoſe for which he left . at 
The 
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The aſtoniſnment and ſad diſappointment 
of Mrs. Wilſon on ſeeing her young lady 
return unmarried, | will paſs over, only 
obſerving that it was great ; indeed all her 
hopes of figuring in a higher line than merely. 
houſekeeper vaniſhed at once. 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER.XV. 


Cuaklxs Maynard, on leaving the 
church, found his mind in ſuch a ſtate of 
diſtraction that he, for a few moments, 
thought the wiſeſt thing he could do in or- 
der to compoſe it was to ſhoot himſelf thro! 
the head. That he never could ſee his fa- 
ther on the terms offered, he well knew; 
conſcious that all the lady aſſerted was 
ſtrictly true, and that ſhe not only could, 
but no doubt would clearly prove it to be 
lo. She had long ceaſed giving him any 
; | trouble, 
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trouble, or concerning herſelf about him, 
that he flattered himſelf ſhe never would; 
his affairs were ſo deranged, his debts ſo 
much greater than he had any hopes of be- 
Ing able to diſcharge, that he had no re- 
| ſource but agreeing to the match propoſed 
by his father. He endeavoured to perſuade 
_ himſelf if he could but bring that buſineſs 
to a happy concluſion he could not only 


ſatisfy his creditors, but alſo his injured 


wife, by purchaſing her ſilence. Her paſt 
reſignation encouraged him to believe this 
would be attended with no great difficulty; 
but we have ſeen he miſtook her character. 
He was now convinced to his utter con- 

fuſion he had, nor knew which way to turn 
himſelf. The idea of having recourſe to a 
- Piſtol had, while making ſome no very 
| pleaſant reflections, gradually evaporated z 
he conſidered that was in his power at any 
time, and it was too ſerious a buſineſs to be 
done in a hurry; yet I think I may venture 

to ſay, if not done in a hurry, it will be 


feldom done at all. 2 
| | He 
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He now determined to try the efficacy of 
a letter to Sir John, which ſhould contain a 
full confeſſion of his guilt, of his penitence, 
and of his purpoſe to quit England imme- 
diately if he would be graciouſly pleaſed to 
afford him the means of it. 


He immediately ſat down and wrote the 
letter which was to decide his fate; ſnould 
the anſwer be unfavourable, he might then 

take the piſtol ſcheme again into conſide- 
ration, and indeed it appeared to him in 
that caſe the only remedy left. 


Sir John was ſhocked beyond all expreſ- 
ſion on finding how groſsly he had been 
deceived in the opinion he had formed of 
his favourite ſon, and began when too late 
to find a man of the world, a man of 
faſhion and bon ton, was not quite ſo deſirable 
a character as he had till now abſurdly be- 
lieved. The amiable, the accompliſhed 


Edmond now occurred to him, and he could 


not but confeſs 1 it was likely to do him more . 
credit 
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eredit than he had any reaſon to expect 
from the guilty Charles, were his repen- 
tance ever ſo ſincere. In his firſt emotions 
he was tempted to throw his letter with juſt 
indignation into the fire without deigning 
to anſwer it, and leave him to his fate; 
however, on reflection, he took up his pen, 
and in few words told him he would, on 
condition he inſtantly left the kingdom, al- 

low him enough, and perhaps, ſhould his 
future conduct merit ſo great a favour, 

a little more than to fave him from ſtarv- 


: ing. 


Charles on x receiving it was again tempted 
to apply to his friend, the piſtol, The word 
ſtarving was the moſt unpleaſant his eyes 
had ever encountered. He pauſed; he 
turned his thoughts on. every ſide; and at 


> laſt decided on going abroad; ba ſhould 


at leaſt ſee the world; tho' he might not 
| have it in his power fully to enjoy the plea- 
ſures of it. Some lucky circumſtance might. 
even render that polhible ;, he might be for- 

tunate 
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tunate at play: how many men had he 
known who figured in life with no other 
reſource; hitherto *tis true he had not been 
very ſucceſsful, but fortune was fickle, ſhe 
might give her wheel a turn in his fa- 
vour. 


He ordered a poſt- chaiſe, and next morn- 
ing ſet off for Dover, having received from 


his father his firſt quarter's allowance —a = 


few days before -it would have appeared a 
very trifling ſum, ſcarce more than ſuffi 
cient to ſerve him a tenth part of the time 
it was now deſtined for; but there was no 
help for it; in the firſt moment of Sir 
John's wrath it would have been a folly to 
expect a greater indulgence, Time he 
hoped would mitigate it, and the next re- 
mittance of courſe be more ample. He 
arrived in ſafety at Calais, and from thence 
ſet off for Paris, where, wiſhing him all 
the felicity he merits, let us leaye him to do E 
the beſt he can, 


While 
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1 2 While Sir John was employed i in ſettling 
the above mortifying buſineſs, and Mr, 
_ Mennill conſidering in what manner he 
ſhould beſt bring about a plan he had 
formed by which he meant to give Belinda 
an agreeable ſurpriſe, ſhe was writing 
the following letter to her friend, Lady 
Sedley. ; 


Oh my dear, dear friend, how ſhall I 
give you an idea of my preſent joy; words 
1 am certain never can do it. Ah why are, 
you not in town that you might have the 
pleaſure of ſeeing me abſolutely out of my 
wits. Never, never ſure was there fo 
unlooked for, ſo happy a change as in the 
| ſituation of your poor Belinda. But the 
means by which this delightful revolution 
was brought about—'tis this, my beloved 
Lady Sedley, 1 wiſh to relate, but how, or 
where to begin, I actually am {till ſo com- 
pleatly aſtoniſhed, I know not; let me how. 
ever attempt it. 


e 
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0 The iikeravle; the dreadful, and 
juſtly dreaded moment arrived, in which 1 


was to be led to church, as my father be- 


lieved, with leſs reluctance than he had any 


reaſon to expect. Ah little, very little, did 


he gueſs I was on the contrary determined 
when there to give him convincing proofs 
he was deceived. Thank heaven, that trial 


was fpared me; I had no occaſion to put 


my deſperate plan in execution, and now 


_ tremble at the bare thought, that it might 
poſſibly, if I had, not have faved r me from 


the fate 1 feared. 


4 1 leave you, my dear friend, to ima- 


gine what were my feelings when led to the 
carriage by my father; I was more dead 


than alive ; ſuch a bride, ſo pale, fo death 


like, ſure never was ſeen, Well—the vile, 


infamous Charles, elate with hope, and 


triumphing in the miſchief he had fo nearly 
_ wrought, ſtuck himſelf up at your Belinda's 
ſide, attempting to aſſume an air proper for 
the occafion, Horrid wretch little did 
any 
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any of us dream at that diſtracting mo- 
ment it was not his fir/t appearance in that 
character. The clergyman began the ſo⸗ 
lemn ſervice, I in terrors inconceivable 
liſtening to him leſt I ſhould miſs the proper 
moment to put a ſtop to it. At laſt——_ 
„wilt thou have this woman to be thy 
. wedded wife?” the creature was in the act 
of giving his conſent, when out of one of 
the pews came a lovely young woman, and 
ſtepping forward, exclaimed—* hold, Sir: 
he cannot, ſhall not give that hand to any 
other than myſelf till I am laid in my ſilent 
grave; 'tis mine, lawfully mine.“ al 
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Figure to yourſelf, my dear Lady 
; Sedley, our unſpeakable conſternation ; for 
my part, all I wonder at is that the joyful ſur- 
priſe did not kill me; indeed J was for ſome 
time almoſt lifeleſs, and hardly heard what 
paſſed from that highly important moment 
till that in which I found myſelf again in 
the carriage, my father tenderly ſupporting 

me, Sir John and the young creature I 
have 
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have machtioned ſeated on the oppoſite ſide. 

All to me appeared a dream ; I durſt hardly 
credit my ſenſes ; I looked timidly around, 
but finding the deteſted Charles was not 
with us, began to be enough compoled to 
truſt I was TY awake. 


« We were ſet down at Sir John s; my 
father I found having agreed to found the 
day with him, in order to talk over this 
ſtrange affair, and for that purpoſe had alſo 
brought home the angel, as I had good rea- 
ſon to call her, who had thus laved me from . 
deſpair and miſery. 


* When we had in ſome meaſure got 
over the ſurpriſe and acquired a tolerable 
degree of compoſure, the lady gave us the 
particulars of her unfortunate ſtory; but 
| thoſe I ſhall reſerve till we meet, and only 
tell my dear friend that ſhe actually is, and 


has been his * wretched wife near two 
ane | TH | 


Pg 


| N 46 Judge 3 | 
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judge what were poor Sir John's ſenſa- 
tions on having this wonderful circumſtance 
confirmed beyond all doubt; finding ſhe had 
been blameleſs, and had behaved under 
Her misfortunes with a prudence, a reſigna. 
tion, that few women I fear would have 
had the fortitude to do, Sir John, taking her 
tenderly by the hand, bid her be comforted, 
and from that moment look upon him as a 
father. She is of a good family, has loſt 
both her parents, and at the time ſhe be- 
came acquainted with the cruel wretch who 
has for ever deſtroyed her peace lived with 
an aunt. e ts 


c Ah! what a fickle, what an inſenſible 
wretch he muſt indeed be who. could thus 
abandon ſo lovely, ſo amiable a creature; 
for ſhe is truly ſo, my dear Lady Sedley, 
as I am fure you will confeſs when AC». 
quainted with her, which you will ſoon be 
I hope, for I muſt have your permiſſion to 
introduce her when you come to town ; 
and I am ſure you will not let it be very 
aa . 


E- - triumph did he look upon him when they 
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long bike you give me the joy of ſecing 
you; for I have much, very much to ſay, 
many things to tell you, many more than 1 
can croud into a ſheet or two of paper.— 
Ten thouſand hopes—as many fears—O 
Lady Sedley, is it then in nature that Ed- 
mond may yet be mine! Was I to blame? 
tell me freely. Yet ſurely I was not. 
Could I do leſs than make him a partaker in 
my preſent happineſs? I every moment expect 
to receive an anſwer filled with the genuine 
effuſions of his tender, his truly feeling 
heart. I now rejoice that my father is ap- 
prized of our mutual attachment: never, 
never ſhall I forget his aſtoniſhment when 
he fo unexpectedly made the diſcovery, nor 
the guilty Charles's rage on finding a ſo 
juſtly favoured rival i in his brother. Hea- 
vens! with what contempt, what inſulting 


with ſo much cruelty tore me from his 
arms; but I truſt he will ſoon triumph in 
his turn; yes ſoon, my dear friend; I guels 
5 io, from ſome kind words which my now 
N2 5 truly 
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truly affectionate father dropped on finding 
what a viper he had cheriſhed in his boſom. 
Perſuadedhe has generouſly formed adeſign of 
this nature Iſhall leave the management of it 
wholly to himſelf; pretty certain I ſhall yet 


be moſt compleatly happy, 1 can patiently 


wait his time. 


<« [have once, ſince the memorable day 


of days ſeen my lovely deliverer, and, as I 


have already told you, find her a moſt ami- 


| able and deſerving , creature; tis our opi- 


nion, my father's and mine I mean, that 


Sir John intends inviting her to live with 


him; what indeed can he do better? I am 


ſure ſhe has it in her power, by her various 
accompliſhments, to render home more 
_ agreeable to him than he has by all ac- 
counts found it for ſome years; and I am 
certain it will be a pleaſing ſtudy to her to 


make him ſenſible of the agreeable change. 


In ſpite of the ſhocking treatment ſhe had 


met with, ſhe yet wiſhed to intercede with 
him i in favour of his worthleſs ſon ; but he 


ſtopped | 
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ſtopped her at once, telling her he would 
patiently hear her on any ſubject except 
that; defiring it might never be touched 
upon unleſs he himſelf led to it. This was 
faid in ſo deciſive a manner that no reply 
could be made. | 


My father tells me the creature is go- 
ing abroad; 'tis the very beſt thing he can 
do; for as to a reconciliation with his 
wife, 'tis out of the queſtion, even grant- 
ing he wiſhed.it, which I have no reaſon to 
believe; but ſhe I am certain would on no 
terms _ of it ; and no wonder, my dear 


Lady Sedley, after the treatment ſhe has ſo 
undeſervedly met wit. 


«] vow were he fall brother to the en- 
gaging Edmond, I ſhould have my fears; 
but he is not—they had different mothers. 
Ah! how very different are they themſelves. 
Adieu! my beloved friend; I truſt I ſhall 
have the pleaſure of ſeeing you in a day or 
io. 


« Think 
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« 'Think how doubly fortunate I was in 
having the dreadful ceremony interrupted, 
without my intentions of doing it as I had 
propoſed being diſcovered ; by this happy 
event my father remains ignorant of my 
premeditated diſobedience. | 


cc Before conclude this letter, permit me 
to return you my hearty thanks for thoſe 
excellent books you have ſent me; but in 
a more particular manner for the four fol- 
lowing ones, Lord Winworth, or the Me- 
moirs of an Heir, Edward and Harriet, or 
the Happy Recovery, Sophia, or the Em- 
barraſſed Wife, and Pleaſing Variety, con- 
taining ſix new novels ; for as your lady- 
| ſhip very juſtly Sen that for humor, 
delicacy, and ſentiment, they far exceed 
any publications that have appeared for 

many years, and I ſincerely join in wiſhing 
the publiſher (who I find lives in Duke's 
Court, St. Martin's Lane) every ſucceſs fo 
valuable a collection deſerves, and think 
they ought to be read by every family in the 
4 dem. 
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* And now, my dear Lady Sedley, once 
more adieu! My beſt reſpects to Sir James, 
and believe me my dear Lady Sedley' s ever 
affectionate 


1 Maxi. 1. 


P. 8. How Sir James and your ladyſbip 
are to get out of the ſcrape you got into by 
giving my father ſo pleaſant a ramble, hea- 
ven knows. Should he ever diſcover, I 
mean, that it was all a contrivance of your's ;. 
yet I now think he is in ſo good a humour, 
ſo delighted to reflect on my hair's breadth 

eſcape, that I abſolutely believe he would 
laugh heartily at it; but wy will talk that: 
matter over when we meet.” 


Edmond's ſenſations, while reading 1 


few lines ſent him by his adored Belinda 


may be more eaſily imagined than deſcrib- 
ed; they were thoſe of a lover; a thouſand 
times he preſſed the paper to his lips, a thou- 


fand times he read over the 1 the 


aſtoniſning contents. + 
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She had ordered him to have patience 


to take no ſtep towards ſeeing her till he 
heard from her again; this he was tempt— 
cd to pronounce cruel, but checked him- 
ſelf, for well he knew his lovely Belinda 


was incapable of it. He endeavoured to 


obey without murmuring ; how long he 
might have done fo is uncertain, but to his 
infinite joy, the trial of his forbearance and 


reſignation was not fo long as he feared it 
would have been. A letter from the father 


ol his beloved, ſet his agitated heart at reſt, 
if one may pronounce a heart at reſt which 


the contents of it had thrown into the moſt 


violent emotions of joy. That my readers 


may with more eaſe be able to decide the 


queſtion, I will tranſcribe Mr. Mennull's 


letter for their peruſal. 


"5 


CHap. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 


My eyes are opened—the firſt uſe I wiſli 
to make of them is to ſee you in Portland 
Place; at our laſt meeting I was blind—let 
that be my apology for not being able to 
diſtinguiſh a raſcal from a man of worth. 
It you, Edmond, are that man which a 
Friend of your's has taken ſome pains to per- 
ſuade me you are,. ſet off without loſs of 
time; ſtrange things have happened. Your 
father and J have hitherto acted like a pair 
of old fools; we have ſeen our error, and 
that too before tis too late, which does not 
always happen to be the Tale... - 


N. 3 Not 
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Not a line from you to the friend above 
mentioned; mind J forbid that; J wiſh to 
give her a ſurpriſe; agreeable as J believe 
it will be, do not however flatter yourſelf it 
can equal that ſhe laſt met with. Set off 
inſtantly, and depend upon a welcome re- 


ception from 
Your” s, 


EpwarD MENNILL, 


II exceſs of joy could kill, Edmond muſt. 
have died; he did not, therefore we have 
proved the aſſertion, that ſuch have occaſi- 8 
onally been 1 its effects, falſe. 


His carriage was at the door in leſs than 
an hour after he had received the tranſport- 
ing ſummons, and by three o'clock ſet him 
8 down at Mr. Mennill's door. 


— Belinda was at that moment ſitting in 
the drawing room with her father; he was 
reading a newſpaper, ſhe Lord Winworth, 
or the Memoirs of an Heir. A ſervant en- 
tered, announcing Mr. Edmond Maynard, 
who inſtantly follow ed. Belinda, ſtarting, - 

| threw 
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_ threw down her book, and was on the point 

of flying towards him, but checked herſelf, 
and turned her eyes on her father in order 
to ſee by his looks what reception her lover 
was likely. to meet with, believing he had 
diſobeyed her commands, and come unſent 
for. 


Mr. Mennill t the cauſe. of her em- 
barraſſment, and ſmiling cried—““ why, , 

Belinda, is this the kindeſt welcome you 
have to beſtow on a friend of mine?“ 


« Oh, my dear Sir, 1 faid his daughter, 


% how good, how——” 


« Come, come, no more of this; let 
me ſee if you have yet learned obedience?” 
When taking the delighted Edmond by the: 
hand, and leading him to his daughter, he 
added“ prove to me that you have by re- 
ceiving this young man as the perſon Lhave 
made choice of for your huſband—let me 
have no waimpering,. huſſy, no tears,” con- 


tinued he, in the ſame agreeable tone, 
5 fer will be obeyed. ” 


: Edmond' 
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Edmond 1 now taok her unreluctant hand 
and preſſed it to his lips, with an expreſſion 
in his fine eyes which plainly. told both fa- 
ther and daughter he thought himſelf the 
moſt fortunate and happieſt of men. 


n, Sir, cried the bluſhing Belinda, 

< how ſhall I ever repay ſuch unbounded 

kindneſs, how thank you as I wiſh for this 
proof of your affe&ion ?” 


1 Why, my dear girl, ae only * 1 
can point out to you for that purpoſe, 
replied he, © is, | think, to forget 1 ever 
was lefs fo,” 


Juſt at this happy moment, Sir John 
Maynard's coach ſtopped at the door. His 
ſurpriſe on finding Edmond already there, 
for he knew Mr. Mennill intended ſending 
for him, but did not imagine it would have 


been quite ſo loon, was nearly as great as 
Belinda' 8. 


All was now harmony and heartfelt ſatis- 
faction. The N was paſſed in a manner 
5 intinitely 
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infinitely more pleaſing to the two fathers 
than any they had paſſed for many years, 
perhaps in their lives. 


Lady Sedley and Sir Joins came to 
town next day; her ladyſhip went imme- 
diately to call upon her now happy friend. 
Their meeting was affectionately tender. 


After a thouſand kind congratulations. on 


the unexpected change in Belinda's affairs 
 —* but, my dear girl,“ ſaid Lady Sedley, 
“ what ſhall I ſay to your father, how make 
my peace with him, ſhould he find out the 
wicked trick I played him? I abſolutely 
have not courage to ſee him, leſt his firſt. 
queſtion ſhould be to aſk me for my neigh- 
bours the Selbys ; I ſhall die if he does, 
that's certain, and I fear *tis. no. leſs certain 
he will. Yet after all, my dear Miſs Men- 
nill, 7did not preſs him to gallop off to Scar- 
borough, Harrowgate, York, and the Lord 
knows where, that was his own doings.” 
Indeed, indeed,” cried Miſs Mennill, 


« your ladyſhip i is in a woeful ſerape 3 thank 
heaven 
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heaven one party concerned is no longer to 
be feared, he 1 1s otherwiſe diſpoſed of.“ 

<« Well but do tell me,” ſaid ber lady- 
ſhip- eagerly, <« what ſhall I ſay, how ſhall 


I contrive to get out of it with a tolera. 


ble grace? upon my life l dread "_ 22 55 
5 ing.“ N | 


| Scarce had he uttered theſe words when” 
to her confufion Mr. Mennill entered the 
room. 


EN. 1 fear 1 interrupt your tetea tete,” ſaid 
: he, ſmiling. © Belinda I ſuppoſe, has been 
telling your ladyſhip ſhe has conquered, and 
is in a fair way to have her own way at laſt, 
in ſpite of all the trouble I have taken to 
prevent it, I confeſs ſhe is a fly gypſey, 
and has led her poor father a pretty dance. 
By the bye I have to thank your ladyſhip 
for part of it. A fine wildgooſe chaſe you 
ſent me to. I muſt have a long reckoning 
with you and Sir James about that con- 
founded buſineſs. There did I gallop two 
or three hundred miles after your neigh- 
bours 
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bours the Selby's, but never could I over- 
take them, No great matter indeed, as 
you now know I ſuppoſe; for Sophy I find 
never even heard of them till I told her of 
my rambles; who the devil was it that told 


you! 4h was with them! ? you ſee 1 it was all 
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«© Will you promiſe, my dear Sir, to 

forgive me if 1 tell you the whole truth: ps 
_ cried Lady Sedley, laying her hand upon 
his ſhoulder, and looking up in his face with 
a moſt bewitching ſmile. 


09 Hey day py replied he, what am to 
gueſs by this fly preface? Have you too, 
as well as herſelf, had a hand in the 
plot?“ 


„Not a word till you promiſe to forgive | 
me,” anſwered her ladyſhip. © I am not 
obliged to confeſs, you know, my good 

friend, but I own 1 long to unburrtzen my | 
conſcience.” 


| 2 So, 
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c So, ſo,” cried Mr. Mennill, no won 
der my girl had courage to diſpute my au- 
thority, fince ſhe had the ſanction of a per- 
ſon whom ſhe is ſilly enough to look upon 
as a pattern of every perfection. Come out 
with it,“ continued he; © down upon your 
knees; let me have all the truth and no- 
thing but the truth, and truſt to my mercy. 
Thank your ſtars I am not in the humour 
at preſent to be abſolutely inflexible,” 


"+: 8 No wonder, my dear Sir,” ſaid her | 
ladyſhip, „ our Belinda never heard of 
the Selbys; for the fact is I am by no 
means certain any ſuch family ever ex- 


iſted. 5 


« Not exiſt !” ſaid he in amaze; why : 
they lived next door to you thought. 


3 


6 Ah, Sir” cried ſhe. 


Come, come, I will not humble you 7 
5 — 


THE FAIR FUGITIVE, 281 


by that ah Sir, you ſhow ſome ſigns of 
true penitence. Well, and ſo you have 
the face to tell me that pretty ſtory was all 
a hum, have you?? 


% have indeed,” rephed Lady Sedley, 
— to dread his reſentment. 8 


And you actually knew nothing about : 
my daughter at that time! 85 ſaid he, = 


0 yes,” replied ſhe, © full well I knew 
every thing about her; for inſtead of the 
Scldys, it was I myfelf Wu o conveyed her 
away. 


e You did?” cried Mr. Mennill. 
«© Mighty well. Pray proceed; no ſtop: 
: prithee before you go. any farther tell me 


did that raſcal Charles Maynard, or did he 
Rot, ſee her at your houſe as he affirmed.” 


ne did indeed,” replied ſhe. 


What 


! « 
10 

| | 
| 

f 

} 

77 
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95 What the very night before, as he 
declared! EF 


« 1 N o.“ 


« She was with you at the time we called 


then, was ſhe?” 


« Ono; he wan by that time, my dear 


Sir, ON the very ſpot where you found 
her,” 


.: . Why hay the devil can that be?” 
cried he; juſt now you told me you your- 
ſelf conveyed her away; take Fader or 
you'll make a bungling 128 of it.“ 


Not at all, my dear Sir, if you will 


only encourage the poor culprit to proceed 


by a gracious ſmile now and then during 
her recital.” 


« Why with what a pair oy pretty piss 
ting 
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ting gypſeys bevel had to deal all this time,” 
ſaid he. Well, $0 on. 


+ Sir James was hs identical perſon 
| your late favourite Charles . 


td 


66 0 confound bim wal exclaimed Mr, 
Mennill. 


« He, 1 fay, continued Lady Sedley, 
e was the very perſon who was attacked by 
footpads ; and io Sir, as Charles came to 
his relief, he could not do leſs than aſk him 
in that he might thank him at leiſure for the 
favour; and there Sir, to his moſt agree- 
able ſurpriſe, he found your daughter and 
me ſitting quietly, chatting, little expecting 
ſo unwelcome a gueſt. After this we con- 
cluded Wimpole ſtreet was no longer a 
place of ſafety. I ordered my poſt chaiſe, 
whipped into it with the dear girl, ſet her 
down at my honeſt friend Thompſon's, and 
inſtantly returned to town in order to have 
the honor to receive your viſit the next 


day 3 3 
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day; which I made no doubt I ſhould be 
favored with in conſequence of the intelli- 
gence the amiable Charles would hardly fail 
to give you. This, Sir, is the truth, the 
whole truth, and nothing but the truth, 
&c. and down ſhe dropped on her knee at 
his feet in a ſupplicating attitude. 


He could not withſtand this; but raiſing 
her, laughed heartily at the contrivance, 
crying © why what a bugbear of a fellow 
muſt I be?” 


Pardon me there,” cried her lady- 
ſhip; © twas not you, my dear Sir, from 
whom we fled, but your vile. companion.” 


Thank you,“ ſaid he, e thank you for 
that happy turn. So. I am to forgive you 
both, am I?“ N 


« If you pleaſe,” cried the ladies, each 
taking a hand, curtſying, and ſmiling in 
his face. 


os 40 Well, 


4 
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66. Well, if I muſt, I muſt,” cried Mr. 
Mennill; “ but I had a curſed jaunt of it 
for all that.“ 


60 Nay 1 vow,” cried Lady Sedley, 1 
deſerve a handſome fee for that preſcrip- 
tion ; it has done you a world of good, has 
© n't it, my dear Belinda! Did you ever r ſee 
Mr. Mennill look ſo well! 5 


8 Abd you viefertbed it merely for the 
: benefit of my health,“ "fad he, * did y ou 
[an arch look. 


1 Aker chatüäng a while in this agreeable 
manner, Lady Sedley took her leave; hav- 
ing firſt promiſed Sir James and herſelf 
would dine with them the next day, on con- 
dition Edmond ſhould be of the party, as 
ſhe was impatient to be introduced to him. 
Belinda begged ſhe would come ſome hours 
before dinner, as ſhe wanted to go a ſhop- 
Ping, and had many things to ſay to her. 
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Sir John Maynard, his ſon Edinoni, 
and poor Mrs. Maynard, met Sir James 
and Lady Sedley at Mr. Mennill's the fol- 
lowing day about five o'clock. The only 
bar to their happineſs was a recollection of 
paſt ſcenes; however nothing was ſaid by 5 
any of them likely to damp thepleaſure of 
the party; even the unfortunate wife en- 
deavoured to forget her ſorrows, and by an 
amiable chearfulneſs contribute all ſhe could 
to promote it. 


8 What a divine fellow ! ** whiſpered 
Lady Sedley to Belinda when Edmond en- 
tered the room. I never beheld ſo fine a 
figure; is it poſſible he can be as inſenſi- 
ble of! it as you would perſuade 3 


Wait till the day is over,“ replied b. her 
happy friend, then tell me whether you 
have any: ps + doubts? 


after dinner the ladies retired to the 
drawing room, where they were ſoon fol- 
| lowed 
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lowed by the gentlemen, and various plans 
were formed or the evening. Jy 


 < Pray my good friend,” ſaid Lady Sed- 
ley, & where can we be happier than we are 
in this very room? do not let us, like too 


many of the world, give up the ſubſtance. 
for the ſhadow.” 


Bs faying, ſhe went to the harpſichord, 
deſiring Belinda would ſing her favorite 
ſong. This ſhe did without preſſing or 
affecting to have a violent cold. Edmond, 

the delighted Edmond alſo took a part, they 
ſoon formed an agreeable though unpre- 
meditated concert, and unanimouſly agreed 
Lady Sedley was ncht. 


Before they parted, Sir John taking his 
daughter Belinda's hand, ſaid, you have 
from the moment I entered the houſe ſo 
agreeably engaged my attention, my lovely 

girl, that I had very near left it without 
mentioning my chief motive for paying my 
8 reſpecte 
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reſpects to you, perhaps Edmond may not 
have been — ſo negligent. ? 


e Py, ſaid the bluſhing Belinda,” 
what can it be? ſure Jam, I find nothing 
to accuſe you of. Sir John Maynard I fan. 
ey is not apt to be ſo eng in IA ro 
1 attention. 


And yet 1 certainly have on this occa- 
ſion,“ replied he ſmiling, © for I have not 
yet aſked when you will do me the honour | 
to be of a party [ propoſed E to St. 

| George 5 Church. N | 


« Oh not St. 88 exclaimed poor 
Belinda involuntarily recollecting the ſcene 
Wien had ſo lately 1 there.“ 


60 33 wel my dear girl,” cried Sir 
John ce it ſhall not be there then. You have 
no other objection I truſt, and ſo my good 
friends,” continued he ſmiling, * I invite 
you all to breakfaſt with me on Tueſday 


next, 


I Mr , 
7 | 
4 : "FS : , 5 
= , e 2 UE v wn . > Ms 
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next, from thence we will go to the firſt 


church we meet with, have a little chat 


with the clergymans and return to dinner.” 


. 


« Heavens Sir John, on Tueſday next, 


| what do you mean!“ 


955 0 my meaning, I give you my honor, 

my dear Miſs Mennill, is perfectly innocent; 
all 1 propoſe is to make _ the happieſt 
wife in England, that's all; now I'll be 
judged by this company, WE Ins they can 


— 


reaſonably offer any objections to wy; 


plan.“ 


Ther all ſmiled, : 


«7 do, infos Lady Sedtey, yes, I poſi: . 
tively do object; you now truly fancy you 


are to have. every thing your own way. 


Belinda is wholly under my command, nor 
dare ſne murmur at any I do her the honor 
to lay upon her; I repeat, it hall not be 
'T ueſday, but, looking feen on her agi- 


. _ 60s 


290 BE LIND A, OR 


tated friend, but—Wedneſday. They 
ſhant, have all their own WAY, ſhall they, 
my dear girl: ot 


Id now took her _—_ hand 
and preſſing it to his Ape looked his grati- 
tude.” 


Belinda cried, © how can you, my dear 
friend, talk in that unthinking manner! 
TE wy word I did not expect 
7” 'To follow my N quite 4 ſon, 

I preſume you were going to ſay, my dear,” 
ſaid Lady Sedley, ſmiling, but pray what 
have I to do with your expeQations ? on 
Wedneſday then,” continued ſhe, turning 
to Sir John,“ you may depend upon our 
being with you by ten o'clock. So good 
night—leave me to ſcttle the buſineſs with 
this filly girl,” P 


Tang: again preſſed her hand with 
looks of gratitude, then turning to Belinda 
| „ may 
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„may I, my amiable Miſs Mennill, flat. 
ter myſelf that I ſhall not owe my felicity 


wholly to the arbitrary commands of my 
charming advocate: * 


5 88 I analy know a word you have | 


been ſaying,” -replied ſhe with a moſt en- 


gaging ſmile; © you are a teizing ſet of be- 
ings; however when I have leiſure I will 
conſider how far you are obliged to my 


ſaucy friend who preſumes thus to tyran- 


nize over me; if you do not find me of the 
party on Wedneſday, you have only to con- 


clude her boaſted authority 18 not quite 65 
great as ſhe 18 pleaſed tO ſuppoſe.“ 4 


He took her unreluctant hand, preſſed 


it to his heart, and gazing on her with un- 


ſpeakable tenderneſs, followed his father, 
who repeating the invitation, took his 


leave. Sir James and Lady Sedley ſoon 
did ſo likewiſe, the latter promiſing to be 


with her friend early in the morning. 


* 
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She , her word. The appointed day 


gt at length arrived, 


1 might now, my fair readers, treat you 


with a thouſand particulars ; ſuch as, how 
the lovely girl looked, how ſhe was dreſſed, 
of her palpitations, her emotions, &c. but 
truſt all theſe kind of matters have on ſimi- 
lar occaſions been ſo amply deſcribed by 
other hiſtorians, that you will readily for- 
give me if I ſpare both you and myſelf that 
trouble, Suffice it to ſay, that ſhe was led 
to church in the character of Miſs Mennill, 

2 and returned from it in that of Mrs. May- 
nard, fully perſuaded there was not a hap- 
pier woman than herſelf in the three king- 

doms. ES 


